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In acoustically treated room, RCA ‘400’ 
rotates as noise meter indicates noise level , 4 
from every position. RCA Projectors are # 
designed to operate more silently even 
than required by SMPTE standards. 


RCA 4 Projector 
the Thread-Easy way 
to show sound films 


Thread-Easy film path makes threading a 
simple, understandable operation. You can 
thread it, and put a picture on the screen in sec- 
onds. (In tests at a trade show, 473 guests proved 
you can thread the RCA ‘‘400” in less than 30 seconds). 


to show sound films 


Just a whisper of nylon gears and precision- built , oneree i 
parts. That’s all the operating noise you hear ee 
from the RCA ‘400’. Hardly a murmur from steals 
the big, husky motor. No need to turn up th> 1. Thread-Easy film path for 30- 
sound to blast out projector noise. —— ae 

(In noise-level tests on five leading projectors, the See eee eee for 
RCA ‘‘400”’ proved it operates more silently than . Floati a 

: - Floating sprocket shoes for gen- 
any of the others—well below the level of motion- tle film handling 
picture engineering society recommendations.) 4. Husky motor, nylon gears for 
For smooth opera- long-term dependability 
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the RCA “400” 16mm 6. RCA-engineered sound system for 


superb reproduction 
sound projector. 
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Guaranteed 
All Ways! 


Another reason Emkay customers are al- 
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ways satisfied — they're never troubled 
with bothersome, costly candle losses . . . 


a broken wick, fast-burning wax, irregular 





shape or other marks of an imperfect 
candle. Emkay waxes, formulas, crafts- 
manship, and quality control rule out all 
such defects. The Emkay customer is 
fully protected. Every Emkay Candle is 
guaranteed all ways .. . guaranteed for 
size, shape, color ... guaranteed to burn 
slowly, evenly, cleanly ... 


As perfect a symbol as a candle can be, 
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COMPLETE CATALOG! 


Send now for your copy of 








A¥AAS 338% OO 


Emkay’s catalog — a com- 
plete, easy-to-read reference 
book of economical Church 
Candles and Accessories. 
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ANOTHER Lawson Associates Success .. 


St. Philip’s, East St. Louis, Pledged 
$178,613 in Campaign for Debt Reduction 


One of the most difficult of all fund-raising campaigns is that in which 
the appeal is for debt reduction. People are reluctant to contribute for 
something which they already have. Yet repeatedly Lawson Associates 
plan and direct these difficult jobs and put them over the top. 

Most recent was the campaign (completed September 19) for Father 
John T. Fournie, Pastor of St. Philip’s Parish in East St. Louis. The debt was 
incurred for the construction of a new school. 


With a goal of $175,000, some 795 pledges, each averaging $225, 
were signed for a total of $178,613. 


If your parish has a debt, or if you need funds for new construction, 
modernization or other parish purposes, now is the time to do something 
about it. And the thing to do is to consult Lawson Associates, entirely 
without cost or obligation. Here is all you need to do: 


How To Obtain Free Consultation 
On your Parish’s Financial Needs 


If you wish to talk with a representative, just do the following: 1. Tele- 
phone your long distance operator; 2. Tell her you wish to place a re- 
verse charge call to Lawson Associates in Rockville Centre, New York; 
3. Give her our telephone number—Rockville Centre 6-0177; 4. When 
the call is put through, ask to speak with Mr. James H. Fraser; 5. Mr. 
Fraser will ask you five or six simple questions and will then advise you 
whether or not we can help you. If we can, you will be sent an analysis 
setting forth in detail just what can or cannot be accomplished. This will 
all be done without obligation of any sort. 


Why not do it NOW? 
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Specialists in 
Ecclesiastical 


Candles 


The craftsmen who make them .. . the men 
who service your account... the 
principals in charge of management and 
production . . . all direct their energies 
entirely to the business of making and selling 
ecclesiastical candles for every church 

use and purpose. It is a specialty with us, 
and since quality is the basic ingredient 

in every candle we make, you may 

rely on the Mack-Miller name for 

complete satisfaction at all times. 
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Ca MACK-MILLER 
CANDLE CO., INC., Syracuse 1, New York New York - Chicago - Boston - New Orleans + Los Angeles 
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Leadership 


is not monopoly 


FORTUNATELY, under our American system of free enterprise, the roads 
which lead to eminence in the industrial arts are open to all who have the 
courage, the initiative and the fortitude to embark upon them. 

Many venture forth, but only a few ever attain the ultimate goal of 
LEADERSHIP.; and at these few, invariably, will be pointed the accusing 
finger of “monoply”. 

The indisputable fact is, however, that LEADERSHIP is seldom monopo- 
listic. When, after years of unremitting effort, continuous research and 
constant striving for perfection, the products of a manufacturer have been 
rewarded with universal consumer preference, it can usually be demon- 
strated that 


1 The business had its inception in an ideal—to make a prod- 
uct that would work better, last longer, and satisfy the 
needs of more people. 


y The founders, gearing their efforts to the specialized needs 
of their customers, were imbued with a zeal to serve them 
better than they had ever been served before—and at fair 
and reasonable prices. 


3 The principals were willing to put in longer hours and make 
*” whatever sacrifices were necessary to attain their ideals of 
quality and service. 


4. Once having gained universal acceptance for their prod- 
ucts, they firmly resolved never to compromise with the 
quality of their wares. 


These are the ingredients of which LEADERSHIP is compounded. When 
it rests upon such typically American foundations it is never “monopoly”. 


ff 
ALLEN SILu MILLS 


Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 


868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 
Trade Mark Reg. Sold Exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 


IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 752 VICTORIA SQUARE—MONTREAL 


* Buy American” 
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FURNISHINGS 
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“SACRA-KIT” 


Trade-Mark 
Portable Sick Call Set 

For DIGNITY AND CONVENIENCE in admin- 
istering at the bedside. 
e Designed by a priest for priests’ use in HOSPI- 

TALS AND HOMES. 
© Ideal for administering LAST RITES and for COM- 
MUNION CALLS. 
Well-constructed case finished in leather fabric. 
Ventilated, lined in wine or purple velvet. Size 
114%4 x 1014 * 4, 
e EASY ACCESS to sick call needs in sliding tray. 
CASE EQUIPPED with removable crucifix, linen cloth, 
holy water bottle and SPECIAL ABLUTION CUP. 
PRICED at $28.75, f.0.6. Mpls. postpaid in U. S. A. 
when payment is sent with order. 
e MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE that you'll like it. 


Write to L. A. CALHOUN COMPANY 


4020 Elliott Ave. 
or order through your local church goods dealer. 
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BEAUTY TO BE ENJOYED 
BY GENERATIONS 


Carved wood figures and church furniture 
crafted by American Seating Company will 
provide enduring beauty for the satisfac- 
tion of generations to come. Write today 
for information on Bodiform Pews, chancel 
furniture, folding chairs, school furniture, 
and Bodiform Auditorium Chairs. 


GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 
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“I overheard them talking 
about the Baldwin on 


_ the Church steps 





...after the service everyone stood around in 
groups chatting,” an organist told us the otaer 
day. “And I was really pleased when I overheard 
someone say: ‘never knew what a difference true 
organ music could make—it was heavenly!’ 

“Our Baldwin Electronic Organ had just been 
installed, and it was heavenly music, with its rich, 
deep, traditional organ tone; being an organist, 
I appreciate its ease of playing, its superb 
response.” 


Let the 


BALDWIN etecrronte ORGAN 


Bring New Meaning To Your Service. 


Write today for Baldwin booklets, “Selecting a New Organ 
for Your Church” and “Fund Raising Plans.” 


THE BALDWIN PIANO COMPANY, CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 

BUILDERS OF: BALDWIN GRAND PIANOS + ACROSONIC SPINET PIANOS 

HAMILTON VERTICAL PIANOS + BALDWIN AND ORGA-SONIC ELEC- 
TRONIC ORGANS 


103 











In the True Spirit of Christmas 


Inspiring 15 Piece Nativity Scenes” 
with 60% Life-Size or _Life- Size Figures 


¢ Full-Round, Self-Standing Figures &,. 
* Completely Weatherproof,Chip-proof ~ A 


¢ For Outdoor or Indoor Use 





In line with the thought ‘‘Put Christ Back into Christmas’’, more and more pastors throughout 
the country are selecting giant life-size and 60% life-size Nativity Scenes to recapture the story of 
the First Christmas. ..devotedly. ..impressively. . .dramatically. 

Whether you choose the huge, life-size Nativity Scene with 5 to 6 ft. figures or the 60°% life-size 
set with 38 in. standing figures (illustrated above), you receive a dramatic and impressive religious 
presentation. Used inside the church on the side altar, it makes an inspiring presentation that can 
easily be seen from the back of the church. Used outdoors on the church or school grounds, it draws 
reverent and unusual attention from parishioners and townspeople alike. 

All figures are full-round and self-standing (except Christ Child and Angel) and are expertly 
sculptured in every detail. Made of moulded rubber composition, all figures are weatherproof, 
chip-proof and completely washable, and are designed to give years of outdoor or indoor use. Each 
set is available as a complete scene with or without the stable background. Holy Family ‘Starter 
Sets” are also available in two sizes. 


No. FX-115—Complete 60% Life-Size Nativity Set. 15 Figures plus Stable Background. 


ee eek al a ab wid nig hk alnig 80 SRLS $ 449.50 
No. FX-116—60% Life-Size Nativity Set Without Stable. 15 Figures Without — Back- 
I Aaa ns Ch Ne ial eas ca acl oe oes alana ie Sumas Sie Bigre AM aA aN $ 365.00 
No. FX-114—60% Life-Size Holy Family ‘‘Starter Set’’. Set of Three Figures—Mary, Joseph 
a cna, a5 eeie ad <bidi acgsele dm ate on. % esi oleae Mma wee $ 69.50 
No. FX-165—Complete Life-Size Nativity Set. 15 Figures plus Stable Background. Price, 
ARIES Yt: 29 ROR Ree repeat teeter eae meray Pa eT Nn ee ree eee $1195.00 
No. FX-166—Life-Size Nativity Set Without Stable. 15 Figures Without Stable Background. 
RR ETERS A LLP GRE LENE IIE SEES eee EE PCa te $1065.00 
No. FX-164—Life-Size Holy Family ‘‘Starter Set’’. Set of Three wenned ae Joseph and 
cc ae ei ee Bea Lata d eseev hb oe.Gb Thien qens $ 189.50 


All Prices F.O.B. Wisconsin 
* Dick Wiken and Robert Wilcox, Sculptors 
For Further Information, write for Broadside No. 44-H. 


Garrison-Wagner Company 
2018 Washington Ave. St. Louis 3, Mo. 
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The traditions and principles of the founder of this com- 
pany over one hundred years ago, are still carried on by 
the present management. Over these many years we have 
manufactured and distributed candles that are being used 
in churches both large.and small, in ever increasing numbers. 
A. GROSS CANDLE CO., INC. 
LINDEN, NEW JERSEY 
Oremus Sanctuary Lamps and Lights 
Votive Lights 
Beeswax Mass Candles 
Stearic Acid Candles 
m Devotional Candles 
x 


Paschal and Triple Candles 
Wrought Iron Devotional Shrines and Stands 


\ Since 1837 
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Y t S T E ¥ D A Y s « « OVER $21,000,000 RAISED 


for approximately 125 Catholic churches, schools, 
hospitals, organizations, renovation and anniversary 
projects in the past six years by Community Counsel- 
ling Service. 


T 0 D A Y « » » OVER $5,000,000 BEING RAISED 


in twenty-six campaigns being conducted this Fall for 
Catholic projects, ranging in goals from $50,000 to 
$1,000,000 in various Dioceses throughout the 


country by Community Counselling Service. 


TOMORROW .... tue runns you neep 


can be raised quickly, in a dignified and efficient 
manner, by using the same efficient CCS techniques 
that have proven so successful. Let CCS help you 
now in the advance planning your campaign needs to 
be successful—An interview with a CCS executive will 
help you, without obligation, set a realistic goal, plan 
your leadership and understand your full financial 
potential. 

He will be pleased to explain the full resources and 
experience of the firm, as well as the reasonable flat fee 
involved, and the follow-up services provided at no 
extra cost to turn pledges into cash! 





For Further 
OMMUNITY Information 
OUNSELLING Wile ae 
ERVICE Call Collect: 
3D OR eer om i 
NEW YORK e ALBANY e DETROIT 
350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. Tel: OXford 5-1175 
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Nave Window and Glass Detail 
Our Lady of Victory Church, New York City, N. Y. 
The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Pigott, Pastor 
Eggers & Higgins, Architects 


FIVE OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS 


1. A few years ago Rambusch originated, developed 
and perfected this type of church window which is 
achieved without the usual “leading”. 


2. This method of handling glass is particularly 
adaptable to colonial and modern fenestration where 
the mullions must be maintained for good architectural 
effect. 


3. The color (achieved by means of acid etching of 
flashed glass) and the grisaille painting are outstand- 
ing examples of good craftsmanship. 


4. Much of the glass is free blown giving it an irregu- 
lar and interesting texture. When viewed from the 
eq exterior the varied quality of the glass can be appre- 
i= UN ON 2 See C 6 yy, yy, ! ciated. 


<p ae 5. This example from Our Lady of Victory Church, 


gives evidence of good composition and fine crafts- 
manship. 





Rambusch cordially invites you to visit our glass studio at 
40 West 13th Street where you will enjoy seeing our craftsmen at work. 


RAMBUSCH 22.2009 
NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 
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Only the beauty of 
“Carillonic 





Bells ”* could best give 


sacred voice to the Chapel 
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Cfox twenty-eight years Father 
James J. Mertz, S.J. dreamed 
of a shrine to the Madonna Della 
Strada at Loyola. Today, his vision 
is realized in the beautiful chapel 
honoring the Jesuit martyrs and pro- 
viding a spiritual refuge for students. 

Father Mertz considered various 
bells to add audible beauty, but no 
others would satisfy him after hear- 
ing ‘“‘Carillonic Bells.’”’ The good 
Father writes: ‘“The bells are giving 
perfect satisfaction . . . they have 


at Loyola University 
Chicago, Illinois 


al 





% 


given a certain character to the 
campus ...students will lift their 
hearts in prayer.” 

“Carillonic Bells’? are praised 
by clergy and laity everywhere. 
Their beauty and clarity are worthy 
of any liturgical use and a delight 
to the community. 

Let us send complete infor- 
mation on how they may benefit 
your church or institution. Write to: 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
11250D Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 


“Carillonic Bells’’ is a trademark for products of Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
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Memoirs of Franz von 


Papen—The Scandal of 
the Stupid 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


A: THE SCAFFOLD, Thomas More 
exhorted the people to pray for the 
King that God would send him good 
counsel. I could not help but think of 
this scene as I read Franz von Papen’s 
recently: published Memoirs. For the 
contrast between Papen and More is 
pathetic: one served his God to the 
point of martyrdom; the other served a 
tyrant to the highest degree of stu- 
pidity. In More’s case, it was Henry 
VIII who needed good counsel: in 
Papen’s case, it was Papen, himself, 
who needed good sense. 

Papen ends his Memoirs on a spirit- 
ual note. He asserts that after a life 
of stirring incidents, great hopes and 
even greater disappointments, he has 
become convinced of the impossibility 
of saving the Western world by purely 
rationalistic or materialistic methods. 
He calls for a new crusade to restore 
belief in God to its rightful place in 
the center of our affairs. The reader, 
on the contrary, is apt to feel that 
Papen’s 600-page apologia proves noth- 
ing save the hypocrisy of the author, 
or, if he is more charitable, the stu- 


Franz von Papen: Memoirs (E. P. Dutton 
& Co., Inc., New York, N. Y.), 640 pages, 
$6.50. 


pidity of the German diplomat. 
fer to rate him a pious fool. 

The charge against Papen at Nurem- 
berg was that he had helped to bring 
Hitler to power, and that he had failed 
to renounce Hitler after the famous 
Roehm putsch. His defense was mainly 
a process of shifting the blame to Great 
Britain and other nations and a 
thumping denial of his knowledge of 
the true character of Hitler in the 
early years of his service to the Dic- 
tator. Strange defense, indeed, that 
a diplomat, whose boast should be 
craftiness and prudence, now dares to 
plead that he was monumentally stupid. 
He maintains that Hitler tricked him 
and trapped him and, time after time, 
made him the goat of his double-deal- 
ing treachery. 


I pre- 


A PARABLE FOR ALL AUTHORITIES 


His life can profitably be a parable 
for all Christians who find themselves 
in a position of influence. God will 
ask of us a stern accounting of the 
talents which He has given us, and 
mere sincerity or good intentions will 
not save us if we have failed to use 
the intelligence He has implanted in 
us. If I am the father of a family, the 
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superior of a religious order, the bishop 
of a diocese, the mayor of a city, or 
governor of a state, I have a terrible 
responsibility to think my problems 
out to a prudent and sensible solution. 
I have the special duty of using my 
intelligence, under the guidance of the 
Holy Ghost, for the common good. I 
have no right to give scandal, and by 
scandal I mean the original connotation 
of the word: stumbling-stone. I must 
not cause others to stumble into error 
or evil. 

That, in my opinion, was Papen’s 
great crime. I do not say sin, for only 
the Lord can judge his inner motives 
and his neglect of duty. Objectively, 
however, he did lead the German peo- 
ple to destruction, some to death and 
others to spiritual ruin. He led his own 
people to believe that Hitler and 
Hitler’s ideas were compatible with 
Christianity and the moral law. That 
Papen did it out of ignorance, as he 
asserts, does not lessen the magnitude 
of the catastrophe. 

Let me cite, for instance, the cluster 
of events preceding and following June 
30, 1934. Papen calls this date “The 
Night of the Long Knives.” About 
eighteen months previously, Hitler had 
come to power as Chancellor. Papen 
was selected as his Vice-Chancellor. 
In the following months, Hitler dis- 
solved the political parties of Ger- 
many. Did Papen protest? He ex- 
plains that he was less non-plussed by 
this move than were some of his col- 
leagues because the social teachings 
of the Catholic Church envision a type 
of state organization based on trades 
and professions rather than on political 
parties. (He is not loath to profess 
his Catholicism in numerous places 
throughout the book.) He felt that 
some kind of a Corporate State in line 
with the encyclicals would succeed 
where political parties had failed. All 
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of which may sound plausible but 
Hitler did not dissolve all the parties. 
Franz von Papen made no great out- 
cry when he refused to dissolve the 
Nazi party. 


CO-OPERATION: MATERIAL 
OR FORMAL? 


Papen admits that Hitler gave his 
ideas short shrift in the Cabinet discus- 
sions. Yet, he failed to air his griev- 
ances publicly. Why? “ .. . too 
many of us, and I include myself, still 
continued to believe that his protesta- 
tions were made in good faith.” Hitler, 
indeed, made loud protestations of his 
love for the people, etc., ete., but surely 
Papen should not have been “taken 
in.” Papen turned his Vice-Chancellory 
into a focal point of anti-Nazi activity 
and received from all over Germany 
complaints against the regime. He and 
his associates, so he claims, acquired 
the reputation of being a nest of “reac- 
tionaries” and their names were listed 
as ripe for liquidation. Nevertheless, 
all this time, while he was working 
secretly against the government, he 
retained his post as Vice-Chancellor 
and remained in constant contact with 
Hitler. His explanation is that he 
wanted to guide Hitler into right chan- 
nels and to protect him from the influ- 
ences of extremists within the Nazi 
party who would give him the wrong 
kind of advice. 

At the University of Marburg on 
June 17, 1934, Papen delivered an ad- 
dress in a tone of violent opposition 
to the extremists in the Nazi party. 
Actually it only proves that he was 
well aware of the real nature of Hitler- 
ism at this time, aware, also, of his own 
responsibility to the bamboozled Ger- 
man people. 


“T am told that my share of the 
events in Prussia, and in the forma- 
tion of the present government, has 
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had such an important effect on de- 
velopments in Germany that I am 
under an obligation to view them 
more critically than most people... 
It is the duty of the statesman, 
himself, to call things by their right 
names.” 


What a pity that he did not call Hitler 
by his right name. Instead, he put the 
blame on the extremists and called upon 
Hitler to break with them since they 
wanted to rule by force and terror. 

The speech was not quite so bold as 
Papen makes it out to be. For he knew 
that Hitler was not fond of the ex- 
tremists and was definitely dissatisfied 
with certain of them. Goebbels placed 
a ban on the publication of the speech 
since it was anti-Nazi to a degree. 
Immediately Papen protested to Hitler 
that he, as Vice-Chancellor, could not 
tolerate a ban issued by a junior min- 
ister, such as Goebbels, and was, there- 
fore, resigning from the government. 

Hitler calmed Papen, telling him 
that he was quite aware of the excesses 
of some of his party members. Then 
he asked Papen to withhold his resig- 
nation until he and Papen could visit 
President Hindenburg to discuss the 
matter. Papen later discovered that 
Hitler tried to trick him, for Hitler 
had sent Funk, the Reich press chief, 
to Hindenburg to tell him that no longer 
was co-operation with Papen possible. 
In short, Hitler asked Hindenburg to 
accept Papen’s resignation while he, 
himself, pretended to be anxious to 
retain his Vice-Chancellor. Yet the 
wily, foxy Papen admits that he knew 
absolutely nothing of this specimen of 
Hitler’s chicanery. 


THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES 


Then came “The Night of the Long 
Knives,” June 30, 1934. Papen’s reac- 
tion to this putsch, this outrageous cam- 
paign of murder by Hitler in a phony 


“revolt,” was something fantastic. It 
seems that Roehm, the Brown Shirt 
chief of staff, coveted the post of War 
Minister. He claimed that the army 
was too stodgy and reactionary and 
that he planned to capture the post of 
War Minister and to put his Brown 
Shirts in all ranks of the Army chain 
of command. Hitler, however, was 
anxious to retain the good will of the 
army, and, too, it was his policy to 
prevent anyone from acquiring so much 
power that he would be able to chal- 
lenge Hitler, himself. The Fuehrer 
made up his mind to purge leaders like 
Roehm. 

The Brown Shirts conspired to start 
a revolt: they set the date for June 
30th, then postponed it. Hitler, how- 
ever, was resolved to purge the Brown 
Shirts whom he disliked—revolt or no 
revolt. So he flew to Munich on the 
morning of June 30th and caught the 
leaders of the group red-handed. That 
same morning, Papen went to his Vice- 
Chancellory and was urged by phone 
to proceed immediately to Goering’s 
home. When he arrived, he was in- 
formed of Hitler’s flight to Munich and 
of its purpose; in particular, he was 
told that it was a revolt that Hitler 
was quelling. Papen insisted that the 
President should be told of the rebel- 
lion so that he could declare an emer- 
gency and bring in the army to restore 
order in Berlin and wherever the revolt 
had broken out. Goering objected, 
claiming he could take care of the 
troubles with his Gestapo and S.S. men. 

While Papen was talking to Goering, 
Himmler went to the telephone and 
said: “You can go ahead now.” Pa- 
pen did not hear it, but it was a signal 
to Himmler’s cohorts to raid the Vice- 
Chancellory while Papen was absent. 
He had been tricked into coming to 
Goering’s home so that the looters of 
Papen’s files might pursue their work 
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undisturbed. While Papen was talking 
to Goering, Himmler kept passing mes- 
sages to Goering. Papen admits he 
did not realize it at the time but found 
out later that they were telephone 
messages that had come in, detailing 
the progress of the raid on Papen’s 
quarters. 

Hours later, Papen arrived at the 
Vice-Chancellory but was not allowed 
to enter: burley 8.S. men barred his 
way. He went to his home and was 
under house arrest for three days. His 
assistants Jung and Bose had been 
murdered; his secretary and two other 
helpers had been carted off to jail or 
concentration camps. Upon his release 
from arrest, Papen went to see Hitler 
and proffered his resignation. Hitler 
asked that he postpone announcement 
of it for some time: the situation was 
still serious. 


TRAGICALLY NAIVE 


What was the sequel to this reign 
of terror? How did Papen react? He 
was “shocked and disgusted,” yet he 
made no outcry to the world at large. 
“For the first time one had the impres- 
sion, later to become only too common 
in the Third Reich, that the individual 
stood completely hopeless in the face of 
some great criminal conspiracy.” Well 
he might feel hopeless: at the Stadel- 
heim Prison alone, Hitler had marked 
out two hundred men for execution, 
though he reduced the number to sixty 
at the behest of the Bavarian Minister 
of Justice. Instead of denouncing 
Hitler and thus setting the German 
people in the right direction, Papen 
wrote letters that were used in evidence 
against him at Nuremberg. In explain- 
ing these letters, he says that he was 
so anxious to have his helpers released 
from prison, that he was prepared “to 
make almost any concession” to Hitler. 
“Tf some of the phrases in these letters 
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seem open to criticism, it should be 
remembered that I wrote them while I 
was at my wits’ end.” Subsequently, 
Papen accepted a post as Ambassador 
to Austria and later the post of Am- 
bassador to Turkey; these he accepted 
from the blood red hands of a butcher. 

The story of Franz von Papen, as 
he presents it, is the story of a tragically 
stupid Christian whose ignorance led 
thousands of German Catholics to their 
ruin. They knew him as a devout 
Catholic whose tacit approval of Hitler 
won for the Fuehrer their allegiance. 
They knew that they were too far from 
the center of things to discern the char- 
acter of the Nazi leader, but they felt 
they could put their trust in Papen’s 
judgment. 

Anyone who aspires to a position of 
authority, in the home, in the office, 
in Chureh or in State, ought to read 
these Memoirs. They make one pain- 
fully aware of the terrifie responsibili- 
ties of authority. Volumes innumerable 
have been written to warn officials 
against the abuse of authority in the 
form of a domineering attitude. Time 
after time we have been told: “All 
power corrupts and absolute power cor- 
rupts absolutely.” We seem, however, 
to have heard little about the need of 
knowledge and prudence in positions 
of authority. 


THE DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS 


Everyone in authority should have 
a certain degree of that salutary genius 
we call “the discernment of spirits.” I 
do not mean it in the strict Ignatian 
sense of distinguishing true inspirations 
from promptings of the Evil One with- 
in ourselves and in others. I do mean, 
however, that a Catholic in a place of 
influence should keep his eyes and ears 
open to discover the true spirit and 
tendencies of his associates. I do not 
blame the German people for relying 
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on Papen’s tacit approval of Hitler 
and I would not blame New Yorkers 
for relying on a noted Catholic politi- 
cian’s tacit approval of another poli- 
tician. Any man in authority must be 
aware that he will be judged by the 
company he keeps, and, therefore, he 
is under a rigorous obligation to scruti- 
nize the character of his associates. 

Sir David Maxwell Fyfe, the British 
prosecutor at Nuremberg, did not ex- 
ceed the bounds of fairness when he 
charged Papen: 


“What I am putting to you is that 
the only reason that could have kept 
you in the service of the Nazi gov- 
ernment, when you knew all these 
crimes, was that you sympathized 
and wanted to carry on with the 
Nazis’ work. . . . You had detailed 
knowledge of it, and the only reason 
which could have dominated you and 
made you take one job after another 
from the Nazis was that you sympa- 
thized with their work. That is 
what I am putting against you, Herr 
von Papen.” 


Papen denies he ever sympathized 
with the Nazis, but the ordinary man 
as well as Sir David Maxwell Fyfe 


In a forthcoming H P R issue 


people.” 





cannot be blamed for taking from Pa- 
pen’s conduct the only obvious explana- 
tion: collaboration with evil. I do hope 
that his ignorance will save Papen in 
the courts of Heaven. Let any man 
in authority today avoid following in 
his footsteps. Intelligence, as well as 
integrity, is a moral requisite for every 
superior. 

Prudence is eternally vigilant. A 
prudent diplomat or a prudent states- 
man, a prudent Mother Superior or a 
prudent department-head, each will 
scrutinize any tendency in policy or 
personality which might eventually 
conflict with the law of God. When 
trouble erupts, one cannot plead that 
he did not see the cloud on the horizon: 
he should have seen it. The prudent 
man reflects on the potentialities of a 
growing trend or a developing per- 
sonality trait in his associates: he tries 
to judge it without prejudice or pas- 
sion or undue haste, but as soon as he 
discerns the devil’s horns, he acts de- 
cisively. Papen could have killed the 
ugly Hitlerian thing when first it raised 
its head: Germany and the whole world 
have suffered from his lack of prudence. 





“The hundred year old history of psychiatry has been a rather 
troubled one as it has grown-and has sought and won understanding 
and its rightful place in the field of medical science. 

“At times, even now, when it stands on its own feet, there arise 
doubts and questions and feelings, as well as distrust, from those out- 
side the field, especially from many religiously or spiritually minded 


Rev. James J. Minehan, Chaplain of the F.D.R. veterans Hospital thus 
writes in his scholarly article, The Church and Psychiatry. The article 
will be of great value to all our readers, though it will be of immediate and 
particular value to those engaged in the noble, difficult, challenging voca- 
tion of ministering to the mind diseased. 
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The Teacher Loyalty Oath 


By JAMES J. MADIGAN 


Rew HistorY of opposition to 
teacher loyalty oaths in these latter 
days is perfectly familiar to everyone 
in this country with the exception, per- 
haps, of a few hermits. There is, then, 
no purpose to be served here by review- 
ing it. Proponents of Marxism, many 
adherents of liberalism (The Great Un- 
defined), among whom may be counted 
many learned and sincere Catholic edu- 
cators, are as one in criticizing the oath 
on sO many scores. In simple cate- 
chism form, therefore, I propose to state 
the objections to the oath as briefly and 
fairly as possible, and to answer the ob- 
jections from the tenets of minor logic 
and ethics. 

Adversaries of the teacher loyalty 
oath urge that it be abandoned for the 
following reasons: 


1.“The teacher loyalty oath 
threatens academic freedom.” 

2. “The teacher loyalty oath is un- 
constitutional.” 

3. “The teacher loyalty oath is dis- 
criminatory against teachers.” 

. “The teacher loyalty oath is 
ineffective.” 

5. “The teacher loyalty oath demands 
an immoral allegiance.” 

6. “The teacher loyalty oath is un- 
democratic.” 

7. “The teacher loyalty dath brings 
politics into the classroom.” 


1. DOES THE LOYALTY OATH 
THREATEN ACADEMIC FREEDOM? 


+ 


No. A few definitions of terms, first 
as a preamble. 

Freedom, whether it be individual, in- 
dustrial, academic, or otherwise, is the 
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liberty of man within the bounds of 
truth and justice. License, on the other 
hand, is liberty with no reference to 
truth and justice whatsoever. The end 
of the state is the guarantee of the com- 
mon justice, and, by virtue of this 
natural purpose, the state has the duty 
and the right to intervene whenever 
that common justice is threatened. To 
intervene is to act where a right for 
such action exists. To interfere is to 
act where no right for such action exists. 
State interference is unethical; state in- 
tervention is entirely ethical, for inter- 
vention against license is the guarantee 
of freedom and of the common justice. 

Negatively stated, the aims of aca- 
demic society may not be in conflict 
with, or harmful to, the legitimate aims 
of civil society. Academic society is 
not above moral state jurisdiction and 
legitimate intervention any more than 
“laissez-faire” industrial functioning is 
above such jurisdiction. 

All of us recognize the distinction be- 
tween Communistic teachings and the 
Communistic teachers in the American 
classroom. Even opponents of the 
teacher loyalty oath agree that pro- 
Soviet teachings may not be tolerated 
in the American classroom since such 
teachings are clearly subversive. This 
point needs no further amplification. 

Reason and the common _ justice 
further oppose, however, the place of 
the Communist teacher on the Ameri- 
can campus. The reasoning which 
upholds the right of the Communist 
teacher to teach physics, chemistry, 
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biology, etc., argues that to remove him 
from the classrooms is discriminatory, 
just as it would be discriminatory to 
remove a physics teacher for the reason 
that he is a Methodist, Catholic, Bap- 
tist, etc. The reasoning is too short- 
sighted. While it is true that the for- 
mality of Communist, Methodist, 
Catholic, or Baptist is quite distinct 
from the formality of physics, at the 
same time there is nothing in the for- 
mality of Methodist, Catholic, or Bap- 
tist which is inherently opposed to the 
aims of American academic or civil 
societies. In the formality of Commu- 
nism, however, there is a deep-rooted 
and complete repugnancy to the concept 
and aims of both American academic 
society and American civil society. The 
reasoning which upholds the Commu- 
nist on the American campus because 
of his excellency in physics, is the same 
“broadminded” thinking which would 
hire a cook with a highly communicable 
disease, exclusively on the score of 
kitchen achievements. 

In the Soviet apostolate there is no 
such thing as the inarticulate, non- 
practising Communist! 

How, then, does the loyalty oath 
required of teachers threaten academic 
freedom? The loyalty oath is merely 
an external reaffirmation of what is 
ethically and legally expected of every 
citizen. It demands nothing more than 
what is already expected of teacher 
citizens or of any other citizens. It is 
aimed at curtailing academic license 
and at protecting academic freedom. 
In the present emergency it is directed 
against those who, faithful to the Soviet 
thesis, would hasten the coming of the 
absolute state, the end of academic 
freedom, and the search for truth in 
wholly objective fashion. 

2. IS THE TEACHER LOYALTY 

OATH UNCONSTITUTIONAL? 

No. The reasoning which has labeled 


the teacher loyalty oath unconstitu- 
tional runs loosely somewhat according 
to this syllogism: The loyalty oath in- 
fers that the Communist party is illegal; 
the Constitution declares it legal; 
therefore the loyalty oath is unconstitu- 
tional. 

The Constitution of the United States 
does not declare the Communist party 
legal, either expressly or by its silence. 

Nowhere in the Constitution is there 


‘ expressed approval of any doctrine or 


movement aimed at the destruction of 
that same Constitution or the agencies 
which carry out its intent. The Com- 
munist party, therefore, is not expressly 
and positively legalized. Secondly, the 
Constitution of the United States is 
not in sympathy with the existence of 
the Communist party by its silence. 
Though the word “Communist” has not 
been written into the Constitution any 
more than the word “John Dillinger” 
or “Alger Hiss,” the laws that flow 
from the Constitution do actually con- 
demn the Communist party under the 
headings of foreign agents, spies, sub- 
versives, etc. By such constitutional 
laws is the Un-American Activities 
Committee and the trial of leading 
Communists in New York legal. The 
Communist party, not by name, but 
by its nature, is expressly condemned 
by the Constitution of the United 
States. 


3. IS THE TEACHER LOYALTY 
OATH DISCRIMINATORY 
AGAINST TEACHERS? 


No. The teacher loyalty oath is dis- 
ecriminatory against the exercise of 
academic license, but it is not a public 
suspicion either of the teaching profes- 
sion or of the teacher, as an individual. 

There are two main arguments for 
the position that the loyalty oath is 
discriminatory against teachers. 

The first argument is that loyalty 
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oaths are required, practically speaking, 
of teachers only. From this the conclu- 
sion is inferred that the loyalty oath 
should be abandoned. The reasoning is 
without logical advantage. The loyalty 
oath should be required where the pres- 
ent danger is. The present danger is in 
the teaching field and it is also in other 
areas, both of a communicative nature 
and otherwise. Granted! It does not 
follow, therefore, that the loyalty oath 
be abandoned. It follows, rather, that 
it be required in the teaching field and, 
also, in the other areas where there is 
subversion. 

The second ill-considered argument 
in this regard is that the loyalty oath 
implies that the nature of a teacher is 
inherently suspect. There is no such 
implication, and the argument smacks 
of the persecution complex. The na- 
ture of a teacher is to communicate. 
It is not the nature of a teacher to 
communicate subversive or other evil 
doctrines. To communicate evil is not 
of a teacher, as such. It flows rather 
from the natural freedom of man’s will. 
The teacher is free by his will to com- 
municate good or evil. When the 
teacher communicates evil, it is the 
choice of his will, not the property of 
his profession. The loyalty oath is 
directed against evil expressions of the 
individual will, not against the nature 
of the teaching field. 


4. SHOULD THE TEACHER LOYALTY 
OATH BE ABANDONED IF IT 
IS INEFFECTIVE? 


No. If the loyalty oath, as at pres- 
ent administered, is ineffective it does 
not follow that it be abandoned. The 
logical inference from such a premise 
is that the loyalty oath be made more 
effective, not made non-existent. 

Certainly, loyalty oaths, which bring 
the individual under no civil jurisdiction 
whatsoever, are ineffective. In the code 
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of the subversive, to swear allegiance by 
such an oath is only part of the strategy. 
There must be included in the oath, re- 
quiring general allegiance to the United 
States government, a question which 
brings the individual under the perjury 
laws at least. Such a question, as this, 
or better, might be considered: ‘Are 
you a member of an organization which 
advocates the violent overthrow of the 
United States government?” 


5. DOES THE TEACHER LOYALTY 

OATH DEMAND AN 

IMMORAL ALLEGIANCE? 

No. This argument is urged by those 
who feel that man should take an oath 
of allegiance to God, alone. Oddly 
enough this argument is popular among 
university professors of the religion de- 
partment. 

The argument lacks both logic and 
the understanding of an oath of alle- 
giance. To take different oaths is not 
the same thing as to take contradictory 
oaths. An oath of allegiance, in the 
marriage vows, for example, is in no 
way contradictory to reverence of God. 
On the contrary, to take such oaths and 
to live by them is a positive act of 
allegiance to God. “To render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s” is 
not in oposition to rendering “to God 
the things that are God’s.”” Moral civil 
obedience is part of our allegiance to 
God, from whom the state derives both 
its existence and its right of govern- 
ment. 


6. IS THE TEACHER LOYALTY 

OATH UNDEMOCRATIC? 

No. This actually is not a separate 
argument, though it is urged as such. 
This objection is due entirely to the 
present-day impatience with defining 
terms. Democracy is merely a pattern 
of governmental efficiency; it is not a 
complexus of moral truths, nor a source 
of human rights. Monarchy, oligarchy, 
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sophocracy, ete., are all forms of 
government and they are to be evalu- 
ated on the norms of efficiency or ineffi- 
ciency, not on the basis of morality or 
immorality. If a democratic govern- 
ment seeks to guarantee common jus- 
tice, it is a moral government by virtue 
of its purpose, not by virtue of its 
form. So, too, with monarchy, dictator- 
ship and the other patterns of govern- 
mental efficiency. Every government, 
regardless of its form, should have com- 
mon justice as the natural aim of its 
strivings. 

To curtail academic license, to elimi- 
nate threats to common justice, is the 
natural duty of civil government, 
whether or not that government has 
the form of democracy, monarchy, 
aristocracy, etc. 

To eliminate threats to the common 
justice, to curtail academic license, to 
guarantee true academic freedom is the 
natural duty of civil government under 
the democratic pattern or any other 
pattern of civil efficiency. 


7. DOES THE TEACHER LOYALTY 
OATH BRING POLITICS INTO 
THE CLASSROOM? 


No. This objection substantially was 
the reasoning by which the Supreme 
Court of California declared null and 
void the teacher loyalty oath at the 
University of California. This is not 
the place to discuss the discretion of 
the procedure by which the Board of 
Regents sought to administer the oath. 
Their method certainly left a lot to be 
desired. 

If the discretion of the Board of 
Regents left a lot to be desired, consider 
the thinking of the Court! 

Interpreting Article X, Section 9, of 
the California State Constitution which 
reads: “The University shall be en- 
tirely independent of all political and 
sectarian influences and shall be kept 


free therefrom,” the Court decided that 


“Our great institution now dedicated to 


learning and a search for truth would 
be reduced to an organ for the propaga- 
tion of ephemeral political, religious 
and economic philosophies, whatever 
they may be, of the majority of the 
regents at the moment.” 

The basic error in the above reason- 
ing on the part of the court lies in the 
complete adequation of the strictest 
denotation of “government” with the 
worst connotations of “polities.” “Poli- 
tician” has gradually come to mean 
someone who is solely interested in the 
common good of his party as distinct 
from “statesman” who seeks the com- 
mon good of the nation. Politics, in 
that sordid sense, should by all means 
be kept out of university functioning. 
What the opinion of the Court, did, 
however, was to deny the right of moral 
governmental intervention against aca- 
demic license. 

Again, the Board of Regents recog- 
nized another distinction which con- 
sistently eluded the Court. The Re- 
gents felt that the Communists were 
not merely members of another political 
party, but were really confessors to an 
ideology of State Absolutism and, there- 
fore, were advocates of the overthrow 
of the Constitution of the United States 
of America. Both the Democratic and 
Republican political parties work 
within the framework of the Constitu- 
tion for the ends of the Constitution. 
The Communist party uses the Con- 
stitution only as a camouflage to seek 
its undoing. The Democratic and 
Republican parties are political, but 
not in the subversive sense of the Com- 
munist party. 

The thinking of Justice Peek of 
California leaves a lot to be desired. 
It is a brand of that “broadminded” 
attitude which has given so much solace 
to enemies of our nation. Justice Peek 
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and others who oppose the teacher 
loyalty oath are all, no doubt, sincere 
men. Sincerity is not enough, though, 
at a time when the very existence of 
our institutions is so seriously threat- 
ened. Clear, logical, moral, courageous 
thinking is the first requisite to see us 
through the present and the coming 


as the product of our American aca- 
demic society. 

Thus the case for the teacher loyalty 
oath, and the hope that less time be 
spent in our ethics classes on the tradi- 
tional thesis on duelling, and more time 
given to the moral issues which con- 
front us in this, the day of the great 


peril. This, at least, we might expect undefined, the American Liberal. 








In the next H P R issue 


“There is very little written upon the subject of the actual birth of 
Jesus. Because of this there is considerable vagueness and, in some 
instances, actual confusion of opinions. The birth is pronounced 
miraculous without further explanation. 

“Some of the early Fathers of the Church take extreme advantage 
of literary license in an endeavor to avoid any reference to sex or the 
development of the child in utero, apparently through fear that any 
such reference may contaminate the Blessed Virgin. A not at all infre- 
quent description of the pregnancy is that the Child was carried in the 
bosom of Mary. Much more definite was the angel Gabriel: “Behold, 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and shalt bring forth a son; and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus.” 


A Catholic doctor, Clifford E. L. Henry, thus opens his valuable con- 
tribution, The Birth of Jesus, particularly appropriate for the December 
issue. 








Rev. Wilfrid F. Dewan, C.S.P., offers his second article in recent months 
on the subject of Mary’s Assumption. Entitled The Assumption and the 
Immaculate Conception, the article is a close analysis of theological opin- 
ions regarding the Immaculate Conception as the basis of the favorite 
argument in favor of the Assumption. The author concludes from the 
testimony he has weighed: 

“We can safely say that the majority of theologians considered are 
in favor of the view that the Assumption is at least deducible from the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception as a theological conclusion.” 
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The ‘Anglo-Catholic’ 
Movement Today 


By FRANCIS EDW. NUGENT 


; FROM the response given 
my earlier article “Some Anglican Re- 
ligious Orders” which appeared in these 
pages some months ago, that markedly 
mimetic movement within Anglicanism 
known variously as “Ritualism,” 
“High-Churchmanship,” or “Anglo- 
Catholicism,” seems a subject of recur- 
ring interest. This interest would seem 
to have been heightened by the occur- 
rence last September of the triennial 
General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal church, for at its sessions the 
perennial difficulty of High Church ver- 
sus Low threatened acrid eruption. 
Heated argument, indeed, I am inclined 
to think, open secession, was forestalled 
only by artful maneuver. Renewed and 
humiliating attention was focused on 
the anomalous position of the High 
Church; the irretrievably protestant 
character of Episcopalianism received 
emphatic re-affirmation. In the face of 
all this I submit that an accurate 
analysis of the present position and 
ethos of the “Anglo-Catholic” move- 
ment in this country is at once topical 
and worth while. 


ANGLICANISM EMASCULATED 


By way of clearing the ground, a brief 
delineation of the development of the 
ritualistic movement within Anglican- 
ism, the parent of American Episco- 
palianism, would appear in order. It 
will be remembered that the Eliza- 


bethan formularies had aimed at “com- 
prehensiveness,” and had, with this goal 
in mind, been rendered as ambiguous as 
possible. 

Accordingly, during the reign of the 
Stuarts, the very vagueness of these 
formularies offered opportunity for 
those of a sacramentarian bent, like 
William Laud, to vaunt a “Catholic” 
interpretation of them (which, after 
Laud’s death in 1645, proved quite 
pleasantly susceptible of utterly pro- 
testant interpretation). The High 
Church, after its Carolingian birth, 
went under until the 1830’s when the 
Oxford Movement resuscitated it. De- 
spite the terrible blows administered it 
by the “goings-over” to Rome of New- 
man and some nine hundred clergymen 
of the Establishment after him, the 
“Anglo-Catholic” (movement grew 
apace. As a result of this growth, one 
estimate sets the High Church repre- 
sentation within contemporary Angli- 
canism at one-third, although it appears 
to me that this is altogether too gener- 
ous a percentage. In this country, es- 
pecially, Ritualism’s numerical strength 
is negligible. 

In our own day, we view an Anglican- 
ism largely emasculated by liberalism, 
so that it may be true to say that many 
who may profess allegiance to the 
Church of England or to Episcopalian- 
ism in the United States, are no longer 
real Christians. On the other hand, the 
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have, in some re- 
’ 


“Anglo-Catholics” 
spects, intensified their “Catholicism.’ 
Thus, we have such curiosities as the 
so-called ‘“Anglo-Papalist”’ churches, 
where “Mass” is said in Latin, and 
papal pronouncements hailed from the 
pulpit. There are actually Episco- 
palians who have held and, I imagine, 
who do hold papal infallibility. Speak 
not of consistency to them: aures 
habent et non audiunt. Thus, too, we 
have the resurgence among High 
Churechmen of the communal life, with 
pseudo-Benedictines, pseudo-Francis- 
‘ans, ete. But it is well to keep in mind 
the insignificance of the High element 
in an ecclesiastical set-up predomi- 
nately Low Church. 

Though I ean offer no reliable nu- 
merical estimate for the High Church 
adherents, I am in possession of a fairly 
good list of those Episcopalian churches 
in this country which are considered 
parishes where “Catholic faith and 
practice” are in vogue. The figure is 
not imposing. For example, the Episco- 
pal diocese of Eastern Massachusetts 
comprises one hundred forty parishes. 
I can cite but three parishes which are 
High Church, although some churches 
in outlying areas might slightly aug- 
ment that trinity. For another ex- 
ample, the ecclesiastical area including 
the District of Columbia, lists eighty- 
eight parishes and missions. Of these, 
only two are known to me as “Anglo- 
Catholic.” I can recall asking of a 
parishioner of the larger of the two, how 
communicants his church 

The answer was something 


many 
boasted. 
like five hundred. 

With this in mind as necessary back- 
ground, we turn our attention to the 
events which took place in Boston at 
Episcopalianism’s most recent General 
Convention. It seems that sometime 
previous to the Convention there had 
taken place at Boston’s fashionable 
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Trinity Church (where once Phillips 
Brooks held forth) an “ordination” 
ceremony which had evoked wide re- 
monstrance from High Church spokes- 
men. A candidate for the Episcopal 
ministry had been “ordained” by the 
decidedly Low Church bishop of Massa- 
chusetts, with the “laying on of hands” 
taken part in by the candidate’s father 
—a Dutch Reformed Church pastor! 
Add to this the antics of the Low 
Church bishop of New Hampshire in 
tolerating some pleasant, though, from 
a High Church viewpoint, hopelessly 
heretical, ceremonies of inter-commun- 
ion with other Protestant clergymen, 
and you may guess the quantity of fuel 
waiting for the application of a match 
at the Convention. 

Recalling the “Open Pulpit Canon” 
of the Richmond Episcopal convention 
of 1907, the Boston Pilot editorialized: 


“The Archbishop of Canterbury now 
proposes that instead of an Open Pul- 
pit the Protestant Episcopal Church 
should have an ‘Open Altar,’ and one 
cannot help but wonder what the 
‘High Church’ (or as they like to call 
themselves ‘Anglo-Catholie’) reaction 
will be. 

FOR “THE HONOR OF THIS HOUSE” 


However close the match may have 
been brought to the ammunition, it 
somehow never got applied. Clever 
parliamentary maneuvering succeeded 
in blocking the consideration of several] 
resolutions designed to protest non- 
Episcopal participation in Episcopal 
“ordinations.” The presiding officer at 
the meeting of the House of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies offered the reminder: 
“even in debating measures of deep 
emotional conviction the honor of this 
House has never been stained.” 

A showdown was narrowly missed. 
All that fuel is still waiting, however, 


dd. 
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and an explosion may be confidently 
looked for, if I read aright the signs of 
the times. It is something sensed by 
many: a new periodical has commenced 
publication, under Low Church aus- 
pices, to propagandize against the High 
and it almost seems to force the issue. 
In my hearing, one of the leaders of the 
“Anglo-Catholic” movement in_ this 
country predicted critical times ahead 
for those of his persuasion. I have 
heard also of an Anglican friar warning 
of coming persecution for the High 
Chureh. It may well be that “Anglo- 
Catholicism’s” hour of decision has ar- 
rived. 

Meantime, it is interesting to note 
the defense mechanism developed by 
some in High Chureh, shaken by 
“losses” to the omni-present bogey, 
Rome. Literature is ground out, flow- 
ing with anti-Rome invective; speakers 
spice their oratory with caustic allusions 
to the true Church. A ease in point of 
this desperate attempt at self-justifica- 
tion may well be cited at this time. 


STRANGE LOGIC, QUESTIONABLE 
STATISTICS 


“Non-Papal Catholicism’”—a contra- 
diction if ever there was one—is the 
title of an article which appeared in the 
leading High Church periodical of the 
nation in its issue of June 24, 1951. 
The article proposes to treat of “conver- 
sions from Rome.” It is little more than 
a rehash. Old Catholies, Polish Na- 
tional Catholics, Eastern Orthodox. 
Philippine Independents are jubilantly 
paraded as converts from the Catholic 
Church. With equivalent logic one 
might list thousands of Monophysites, 
Nestorians, Arians, Donatists, Mani- 
chees, Cathari, Lutherans, Calvinists, 
and so on ad infinitum—one might list 
all these as “conversions from Rome.” 
So what? What does it prove? What 
consolation can the “Anglo-Catholics” 





derive from being equals in a company 
of heretics? If the heretics are millions, 
does that make them less heretical? If 
thousands of people call an orange an 
apple, does that make oranges grow in 
ruby radiance on apple trees? Is it at 
all fair to call millions, who have been 
reared, through no fault of their own, 
in one or another of the surviving here- 
sies, “converts” from a Church of which 
they never were members? 


CALIBRE OF CONVERTS FROM ROME 


But even. should we grant that 
modern Episcopalianism had “con- 
verted” such and such a number of 
Catholics, is it too much to ask who 
they are? If a man is being held up 
as a “convert” from Catholicism, a liv- 
ing argument for the “falsity” of the 
Chureh founded by Jesus Christ and 
to which was pledged the unfailing 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, then it is 
only right that such a man’s character 
be subject to review. For example, if 
a Catholic who has murdered his wife 
transfers his ecclesiastical allegiance to 
the local Protestant Episcopal church, 
it is not much of an argument for the 
strength of the latter. If, however, a 
man of absolute sincerity and highest 
integrity leaves Rome for Canterbury, 
exclusively from a motive of convic- 
tion and desire for spiritual betterment. 
then, perhaps, Episcopalian breasts 
may begin to swell justifiably. So let 
them, as the saying goes, “put up or 
shut up.” Let them tell the world about 
their sterling “conversions” from 
Catholicism. 

The fact is that they do not dare. 
They get the weeds from the Pope’s 
garden, as a famous Britisher used to 
say. They recruit as their “converts” 
from the true Church those lapsed 
Catholics who want a divorce, or plan 
on planning parenthood, so as not to 
have to plan on children, or who envi- 
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sion scaling the local social ladder, ac- 
cessible only to members of a fashion- 
able church, or who have suffered some 
wound to their pride. 

It is, of course, distasteful to Catho- 
lics to have to rip off cloaks of respecta- 
bility, but they have no choice when a 
sacred fact far transcending personali- 
ties is involved. Particularly is this so 
where apostate priests are concerned. 
In such a case it becomes necessary, for 
the good of souls, to expose the apostate 
for what he is. There is, for example, 
a former Catholic priest who is being 
ballyhooed as “a priest who acted upon 
his convictions and left Rome for An- 
glicanism.” The truth is that this un- 
fortunate man, Joseph N. Wittkofski, 
acted in 1942, not upon his lights, but 
upon his lusts, for he took unto himself 
a wife, thus breaking his solemn vow of 
chastity. Ready asylum was granted 
him in Protestant Episcopalianism. 


“BY THEIR FRUITS. . .” 


Another widely heralded “convert” is 
“the Rt. Rev. Julio Garrett” now lo- 
cated in Puerto Rico where he functions 
as an Episcopalian minister. He was 
deposed from the See of Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, in 1929 for gross and public 
immorality. After being expelled from 
the Church, he gave as reason for his 
departure that he could no longer be- 
lieve in papal infallibility. He did not 
depart exactly of his own volition; in- 
delicately put, he was thrown out, and 
after that, perhaps, it came to the point 
where papal infallibility seemed diffi- 
cult to him. It is sad to see Anglo- 
Catholic apologists stoop to such a de- 
vice as heralding this man as a “con- 
vert” from Catholicism. 

Still another “convert” priest is the 
Rev. George P. Heteny. He secured a 
clerical position under Bishop Mason 
of the Episcopal diocese of Dallas. 
Subsequently he has been twice con- 
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victed of the murder of his concubine, 
although the case has been appealed a 
third time. And this is the sort of man 
the Episcopalians have to vaunt as a 
convert from Rome! 

Conversely, the calibre and the num- 
ber of converts from “Anglo-Catholi- 
cism” to genuine Catholicism is very 
high. We are not ashamed to let the 
dozens of Episcopalian ministers who 
have entered the Church in the past 
century bare their records to public 
gaze. None of them comes remotely 
near matching the records of that hand- 
ful of unhappy priests who in the cor- 
responding time have found sanctuary 
within Episcopalian borders—records 
often of dishonesty and _ impurity. 
Catholic converts from the ministry are 
uniformly the highest moral and intel- 
lectual types. Many of them have gone 
on to become Catholic priests, and have 
risen to eminence in their sacred calling. 





CALIBRE OF CONVERTS TO ROME 


While yet an Anglo-Catholic clergy- 
man, Father Selden Peabody Delaney 
wrote these telling paragraphs: 


“Tn losing to Rome devout souls of 
high spiritual capacity, we are being 
deprived of those who constitute the 
spiritually sound and healthy nucleus 
of our flock. The cream is being 
skimmed off, and the milk that is left 
is often very thin. Neither sheep- 
raisers nor dairymen could view long- 
continued processes of that sort with 
complacency. A few such losses take 
the heart out of a Catholic-minded 
priest, and make him feel that he is 
playing a losing game. It is not as if 
these people were deserting to the 
world, the flesh and the devil. In that 
case he would have no compunction 
against going after them and trying 
to lead them back into the fold. But 
when his sheep have once browsed in 
the green and peaceful pastures of a 
world-wide Catholicism it seems cruel 
to drag them back to the shell-strewn 
battleground of Anglicanism. 
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“Tt may be said in reply that those 
who transfer their allegiance to Rome 
are only an insignificant fraction of 
the membership of the Anglican 
Church. That may be true, but it is 
this small persistent fraction that 
continues to sap the strength of the 
Anglo-Catholic movement. When 
anything happens in the Anglican 
communion that is distasteful to the 
Catholic-minded, like the controversy 
that arose over Dr. Percy Stickney 
Grant, the opening of the pulpits of 
our cathedrals and other churches to 
non-episcopal ministers, the published 
attacks of the Bishop of Birmingham 
on sacramental religion, the proposed 
South Indian scheme for Church 
unity, the proscription by the English 
bishops of public devotions to the 
Sacrament reserved, or the publica- 
tion of lives of our Lord by prominent 
New York rectors which treat the 
Gospel accounts of His Virgin Birth 
and Resurrection as fabulous tales 
without any historical value; this 
small fraction is immeasurably in- 
creased. Little drops of water will 
wear away a stone, and this continu- 
ous succession of conversions to Rome 
is paralyzing the Anglo-Catholic 
movement.” 


But why little drops of water when a 
torrent might be looked for? Why 
fractions when the integer is sought? 
Why is it that a group so Catholic- 
minded, and at the same time so glar- 
ingly out of consonance with the ethos 
of Episcopalianism, continues to remain 
without the gates? 

There is no one answer, but this does 
not mean that we must drape a ques- 
tion-mark forever behind the problem. 
It is quite soluble. It is with thinking 
out the answers that the remainder of 
these paragraphs will be concerned. 


“ANGLO-CATHOLIC” PROVINCIALISM 
I should say that one answer would 


be “Anglo-Catholic” provincialism. 


*Why Rome. Copyright 1930 by Dial 
Press, New York. 


Birds of a feather still flock together. 
It is easy for one whose vision is 
centered upon, if not restricted to, a big 
city High Church parish to imagine that 
what is true of St. Soandso’s must be 
true also of the “Church” at large. I 
believe that there are some such souls, 
good people who may not realize that 
they are aligned with a cause which 
most Episcopalians readily reprobate. 

I think it true to say that when cer- 
tain High Churchmen come to appreci- 
ate the real status of their allegiance 
within an allegiance, they are apt to 
take refuge in an argument which is not 
so much an argument as a delusion. 
“Anglo-Catholicism here, you know, is 
admittedly on the defensive but else- 
where.. . .” The thing to do at this 
juncture is to inquire after the else- 
where. An answer will not be too readily 
forthcoming, because beyond Fond du 
Lac, Garden City, Milwaukee, perhaps, 
where is there an “Anglo-Catholic” 
stronghold? It is precisely in this delu- 
sion that they represent the motive force 
of world-wide Anglicanism that con- 
firms many in that marvelously naive 
Branch Theory which we have all met. 

Nevertheless, the fact of their numeri- 
cal weakness must prove disconcert- 
ing to many of the Ritualists. The rec- 
tor of a Philadelphia High Church 
parish, for example, once remarked to 
me that it was considered a test of his 
parishioners’ “Catholicity” that on their 
way downtown to Sunday services they 
had to pass so many Low Episcopal 
churches. It must be difficult to believe 
that “Episcopal” equals “Catholic” 
when to get to one’s ritualistic parish 
one must pass a dozen Episcopal 
churches where the contrary is taught. 


“VAST AND VARIED 
MISINFORMATION” 


Another reason for staying put, at 
least with some, is prejudice. The con- 
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vert bishop of Delaware, Dr. Kinsman, 
wrote of the Church: “My great objec- 
tion to it was that as ‘Roman,’ rigidly 
forced into an Italian mould, and 
dominated by an Italian oligarchy, it 
could not represent Catholicism in the 
best form for American people.” He 
later discovered the terrible falsity of 
such a view, and was forced to lament: 


“Tt is impossible not to concede 
that insular complacence is the 
genius of Anglicanism— 

In spite of all temptations, that be- 

long to other nations, 

He remains an Englishman: 

And by magnifying smirches, that 

attach to other churches, 

He persists an Anglican.’” 

Similarly, many good souls might 
well have applied to them what Gaynor 
said of Rabbi Wise: “He is a man of 
vast and varied misinformation.” 
Rome has been so incessantly pictured 
as rigorist, obscurantist, reactionary, 
so long been made synonymous with 
“thought control.” Of course it is all 
nonsense. If you have been brought 
up on it, however, if your pulpits have 
repeated it with perfervid persistence, 
if your history books have carbon- 
copied it, if your relatives and friends 
unthinkingly accept it as unquestion- 
ably true, then it is not easy to disabuse 
yourself of it. It is an attitude of mind, 
unhappily, which is shared in by some 
of those who believe their dispositions 
toward the Roman Church to be en- 
tirely generous and sympathetic. 

Still another factor that contributes 
to keeping High Churchmen away from 
the True Church is that magnificent 
sense of rumor which some of them 
have. For example, the rumor goes the 
rounds that the Pope will revise his 
attitude on Anglican Orders, which is 
like saying that physics is going to 
revise its attitude on equilibrium. At 


Salve Mater. New York, Longmans, p. 


195. 
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least one High Church pulpit of which 
I have read has announced that Rome 
is about to do an about-face, and so, 
therefore, individual submissions to her 
were ill-advised. Or the gossip is that 
the pronouncement of Leo XIII was not 
really infallible—I have had to correct 
that rumor twice within memory, once 
when it was repeated to me by an 
“Anglo-Catholic” clergyman. 

Or again, that Father Suchandsuch 
privately admits the validity of Epis- 
copalian Orders; or that, when abroad 
last year Reverend Snip was invited to 
say “Mass” on Catholic altars. The 
Anglican periodical, Church Times, for 
an example, told once of an “Anglo- 
Catholic” pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
during which the French captain of the 
ship was persuaded that his passengers 
were real Catholics. As a result, the 
pilgrims were able to boast of having 
used a Catholic altar every day! An- 
other instance was that involving the 
Anglican bishop who announced that, 
while on the continent, the Catholic 
bishop of Boulogne had welcomed him 
as a brother bishop, a representation 
the latter had straightway to deny. 


STRANGE TALES ARE SPREADING 


For still another example, let me 
recount for you a meeting I had in 
Washington with a distinguished canon 
of the Episcopal cathedral in that city. 
The reverend gentleman took evident 
pleasure in describing for me certain 
incidents in his early ministry. He 
spoke in particular of a most remark- 
able association with a Catholic priest. 
This priest, said the canon, had no 
reluctance in admitting the validity of 
the canon’s orders, as witnessed by (1) 
the priest’s participation in funerals and 
inter-faith services under Episcopalian 
auspices, and (2) the priest’s suggestion 
that his parishioners have no scruples 
about visiting the canon’s church. 
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I expressed great doubt that-such a 
succession of lapses on the part of a 
Catholic priest could ever have been 
countenanced by his superiors. Evi- 
dently, however, the bishop of the dio- 
cese was in on this buddy-buddy affair 
himself because, revealed the canon, 
to his knowledge no disciplinary action 
had been taken. Still dubious, I asked 
for chapter and verse, name, diocese 
and address of the culprit. The priest, 
it seemed was conveniently dead. I 
wondered if he ever even existed. Even 
if he had lived and if he had been re- 
sponsible for these things, what consola- 
tion could an Episcopalian minister find 
in his refusal to teach the known doc- 
trine of the Church? 

Besides this gossip so popular with 
certain High Churechmen, a considera- 
tion that may perhaps enable us to 
more fully understand why many of the 
apparently “likely” prospects for con- 
version never do “come over” is this: 
there are a great many people of ritua!- 
istic inclination who may have Catholic 
hearts, not, however, Catholie heads. 
Despite their abhorrence of sectarian 
protestantism, High Churehmen very 
often cherish that principle which lies 
at the very core of protestantism—priv- 
ate interpretation. A rather humorous 
characterization of a meeting of High 
Chureh clergy where the “Fathers” 
were few who fasted before “Mass,” 
was made by a correspondent in the 
Church Times: “IT have seen enough to 
make me realize that while the biretta 
may crown a Catholic head filled to per- 
fection with all the details of Adrian 
Fortesque, the Roman chasuble below 
covers a thoroughly Protestant stom- 
ach.” Precisely! Incense and chant do 
not a Catholic make. We should re- 
member that in treating of “Anglo- 
Catholies.” 

Still another road-block to “Anglo- 
Catholic” submission is the misappre- 


hension that to do so would mean that 
they deny the reality of their previous 
spiritual experiences. Let Father 
Woodlock, 8.J., provide the truth: 


“This is a ‘hard saying’; perhaps 
the greatest stumbling block in the 
path of clergymen who otherwise 
would submit to the Pope and enter 
the Catholic fold. They feel that to 
submit would be to deny the spiritual 
experiences of their priestly life; they 
cannot deny the evident fact that 
when they received Communion or 
celebrated they felt Christ had come 
to them and the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit was produced in their souls. 

“They need not deny a single one of 
these experiences. . Catholic 
theology and devotion recognize that 
what is called a ‘spiritual commun- 
ion, without the Real Presence of 
Christ under the sacramental species, 
may be the means of receiving, on 
occasions, greater graces than are re- 
ceived when Christ is bodily present 
at a sacramental communion. ‘God 
is not tied to His own ordinances,’ 
as Dr. Gore declares; and men who 
believe sincerely in the priesthood of 
the English Church ministers may 
receive an outpouring of grace in their 
ministrations which to them is sub- 
jectively indistiguishable from 
strictly sacramental graces. 

“Their Church may be—and is— 
without the abiding Presence of our 
Eucharistic Lord; the Sacrament they 
have to fight so hard to reserve may 
be—and is—but a wafer of flour and 
water; but their love and devotion, 
their prayers and fastings, their zeal 
to make God's House beautiful, and 
their ceremonies seemly—all these 
things witness to hearts that are 
hungry for the Bread of Heaven, and 
God has made up to them, we hope 
and trust, for that of which Cranmer 
deprived them in his_ protestant, 
fanatical hatred of the Sacrifice of 
the Mass” (Quoted in Why Rome? 
pp. 226-7.) 


THE OPEN ROAD TO ROME 


Dom Gregory Dix, an Anglican 
Benedictine, and the outstanding mod- 
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ern “Anglo-Catholic” apologist, has 
written the candid and revealing para- 
graph which I reproduce below, and 
with which I fittingly close these con- 
fessedly sketchy paragraphs. Writing 
in 1944 to a correspondent torn with 
doubts as to his position as an “Anglo- 
Catholic,” this good and learned man 
gives him fair warning that without a 
firm belief in the “Catholicity” of the 
Anglican Church he will be 


“too much harassed and distracted 
by the continual controversies and 
upsets which it seems to me are in- 
escapable in the very complicated 
situation which has been slowly 
growing up in the Church of England 
for the last generation and more. The 
causes of it are intricate and many 
go back a long way. And the situa- 
tion has got worse by degrees, through 
the adoption of a policy of always 
trying to avoid deciding any practical 


issue on ground of doctrinal belief. 
That is always a dangerous and 
doubtful policy for any Christian to 
adopt, let alone a Church. But it 
was adopted faute de mieux in the 
C. of E—not merely because it saved 
trouble, but because in the circum- 
stances of State Establishment any 
other policy was hardly a practicable 
possibility. But now that’ the accu- 
mulated consequences are working 
themselves out, we cannot expect 
that they will be comfortable or 
trivial.” 

The Open Altar of 1952 is one of 
these consequences; others are nearly 
upon us. It is opportune indeed to re- 
mind both ourselves and the High 
Churchmen that the door through which 
so many of their number in time past 
have stepped is open yet. Open, yes, 
and waiting for their return to the Mys- 
tical Christ whom they serve in 
shadow. 
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The Divine Office 


I. By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 


L. IS A MATTER of common 
knowledge that a priest or other major 
cleric, when reciting the divine office, is 
praying as a minister of the Church, 
offering public prayer in the name of 
the Church. The prayer that he offers, 
therefore, has a value, not only by vir- 
tue of its being the cleric’s personal 
good action (ex opere operantis minis- 
tri), but also because it is an official 
act of a representative of the Church 
(ex opere operantis Ecclesiae). Con- 
sequently, independently of the disposi- 
tions of the person reciting the office, 
this public prayer is fruitful in impetra- 
tion, propitiation, and satisfaction for 
sin. Various persons share in these 
benefits. The one reciting the office 
profits spiritually, as do those for whom 
he specially prays. Furthermore, it is 
certain that the divine office, the 
Church’s publie prayer, benefits all of 
the faithful for whom the Church 
prays. 

Reference is frequently made to the 
seven canonical hours that constitute 
the divine office. The first of these 
hours is composed of Matins and Lauds, 
two parts which, taken together as one 
hour, compose approximately half of 
the entire office for any day. The re- 
maining hours are Prime, Terce, Sext, 
None, Vespers and Compline. These 
are called Horae Diurnae, or daytime 
canonical hours. Because Matins finds 


1Summa Theologice Moralis. Vol. II: De 
Praeceptis. By H. Noldin, SJ.; revised by 
A. Schmitt, SJ. (Rauch, Oeniponte, 1936), 
n. 754. 


its proper place for recitation during the 
right, and Lauds with the coming of 
dawn, these two are known as Horae 
Nocturnae. One should not be misled 
by the title Horae Diurnae on an office 
book into thinking that only the hours 
beginning with Prime are included in 
it. Ordinarily Lauds will be found in 
such volumes, and, in recent years, at 
least one edition of the Horae Diurnae 
has contained also the psalms for 
Matins, so that the office for every day, 
with the exception of the Lessons, will 
be found in the one book. 

Matins was apparently the first part 
of the divine office to come into use. 
Originally it was on the vigil of Easter 
and, later, on the vigils of Sundays and 
of other feasts that clergy and people 
gathered in designated basilicas to 
chant psalms, hymns and prayers. In 
some places this was done daily be- 
cause of the devotion of the people. By 
the fifth century this practice was be- 
ing observed daily in the presbyteral 
titles of Rome by the clerics attached 
to the various titles. The practice 
spread to other churches, and mention 
of the obligation is found as early as 
the fifth century and again in'the sev- 
enth century. 

As time went on, various other hours 
were added to the divine office. Only 
clerics, however, were bound to recita- 
tion of the office. Originally, there was 
no distinction made between major and 
minor clerics in this respect and it is 
only around the thirteenth century that 
the distinction appears. At first, public 
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recitation of the canonical hours was 
required, but this was later modified 
and private recitation of the office was 
considered to be sufficient.” 


THE OBLIGATION AND 
ITS GRAVITY 


For centuries the obligation of recit- 
ing the divine office was supposed or 
taken for granted by Popes and Coun- 
cils, rather than being explicitly im- 
posed by them. We see evidences of 
this in the treatment of the canonical 
hours given by various authors writing 
before the promulgation of the Code 
of Canon Law. For example, Fr. Tan- 
querey’s discussion of the divine office 
(in the 1919 edition of his moral theol- 
ogy text) devotes a certain amount of 
space to determining the extent of this 
obligation “from the practice of the 
Church and from custom.”* Following 
upon this, there is a comparatively brief 
reference to the legislation of the then 
new Canon 135. 

In this Canon we find the first gen- 
eral written law of the Church, in 
which, in explicit terms, there is im- 
posed upon all major clerics the duty 
of reciting the divine office The 
Canon reads: 


“Clerics in major orders, except 
those described in Canons 213 and 
214, are bound to recite daily the 
canonical hours in their entirety ac- 
cording to the proper and approved 
liturgical books.” 


As so often occurs in the Code of Canon 
Law, Canon 135 states the existence of 
an obligation without pronouncing upon 
its gravity. However, there is no need 
for such a pronouncement by the Code. 


* Synopsis Theologiae Moralis et Pastoralis. 
By A. Tanquerey (Desclée, Rome, 1919), Vol. 
III, n. 1073. 

® Op. cit., n. 1075. 

* Introductio in Codicem. By Ulric Beste, 
OS.B. (St. John’s Abbey Press, Collegeville, 
Minn., 1938), p. 186. 
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It is the common teaching of theolo- 
gians and canonists that the obligation 
of daily reciting the canonical hours is 
a serious one, and that the omission of 
all or of a notable part of the divine 
office by one bound to its recitation 
would be a grave sin. 

Usually we cannot expect to find in 
moral matters, desirable though they 
might sometimes appear to be, mathe- 
matical norms to determine the dividing 
line between grave and light matter. 
Nevertheless, as far as the recitation 
of the divine office is concerned, we 
have a fairly general criterion that is 
commonly agreed upon. Most theolo- 
gians will offer one little hour, or the 
equivalent thereof, as an example of 
a notable omission in the divine office.® 
Other examples given of grave matter 
are an entire nocturn with its lessons, 
or all nine lessons of Matins with their 
responsories. 

It is further noted that the parts 
omitted from various hours, to consti- 
tute grave matter, must be from the 
principal parts of the office. Thus, 
Noldin states that the omission of the 
Pater, Ave, and Credo throughout the 
office, although sinful, would not be 
grave matter, and would not prevent 
substantial fulfillment of the obliga- 
tion. Several authors offer the opin- 
ion that the omission of Vespers on 
Holy Saturday would not be a serious 
sin, because those Vespers are extra- 
ordinarily brief. Furthermore, while 
not all commentators seem to favor the 
opinion, they commonly admit that 
the Litanies on the feast of St. Mark 
and on the Rogation Days do not bind 
under pain of grave sin, despite the 
comparative length of these Litanies. 

Omission of the entire office for one 
day would constitute one grave sin, 


®°Cfr. Noldin-Schmitt. Op. cit., n. 757, 2. 
* Loc. cit. 
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although it would be more serious than 
the omission of only one or two of the 
canonical hours. Likewise, the inten- 
tion to omit the whole office brings 
with it the guilt of only one sin. Of 
course, if the divine office be neglected 
on three of four successive days, there 
will be three or four grave sins, because 
the recitation of the canonical hours is 
attached to each separate day. It is 
for this reason that, once the day has 
ended with midnight, the obligation of 
that day can no longer be fulfilled.” 


FORM OF THE DIVINE OFFICE 


Since July 9, 1568, in the pontificate 
of St. Pius V, most clerics of the Latin 
rite have been obliged to recite the 
divine office according to the Roman 
Breviary. This same Roman Breviary 
has been revised by Blessed Pius X, 
and in the revised form is now of obli- 
gation. The only variation now per- 
mitted is that by which those who are 
bound to the recitation of the canonical 
hours may use, in both public and pri- 
vate recitation, if they so desire, the 
new translation of the Psalter published 
by authority of Pope Pius XII several 
years ago.§ 

At the time when St. Pius V imposed 
the obligation of using the Roman 
Breviary, he permitted retention of 
their own form of reciting the office by 
those churches and religious institutes 
whose different form of the divine of- 
fice had been in use for two hundred 
years or more. Adoption of the Roman 
Breviary was permitted even for them 
and, once the choice was made, it was 
not allowed to revert to the form of 
office previously employed.® At the 
present time we find a proper breviary 


Op. cit., n. 757, 4. 

*Pope Pius XII, Motu proprio, March 24, 
1947; Acta Apostolicae Sedis, Vol. XX XVII, 
p. 65; Canon Law Digest, Supplement, 1949, 
pp. 17-20. 

® Noldin-Schmitt, op. cit., n. 759, 3. 


other than the Roman Breviary being 
used by religious institutes, such as the 
Benedictines and the Dominicans. 

This difference between various 
breviaries is the basis for the axiom 
that “one who does not have his proper 
breviary is not obliged to recite the 
office.” For example, a secular cleric 
to whom there is available only a Bene- 
dictine breviary would not be obliged 
to say office. The same holds for the 
Benedictine cleric who can obtain only 
a copy of the Roman Breviary. 


WHICH OFFICE IS TO BE RECITED? 


The principal obligation resting upon 
certain religious and upon clerics in 
major orders is that*they should recite 
the canonical hours every day, unless 
there be a proportionate excusing 
cause. They have the further obliga- 
tion of following the proper calendar 
or Ordo. This latter obligation is grave 
or light, depending upon the circum- 
stances of each case. The correct of- 
fice for any day is that which is as- 
signed for recitation by the calendar of 
the diocese or the religious institute 
whose Ordo one is supposed to follow. 
Lack of a proper office, such as that of 
a newly canonized saint, does not ex- 
cuse from recitation of the canonical 
hours. In this event, one is obliged to 
recite the appropriate office from the 
common. Likewise, if the proper les- 
sons are missing, those in the common 
should be said. Naturally, a reason- 
able effort ought to be made to secure 
copies of new offices when they are 
printed. 

When a cleric is away from the place 
of his own permanent residence, ques- 
tion may arise as to which Ordo should 
be followed, that of his home, or that 
of the place of actual residence. The 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, on No- 
vember 12, 1831, answered this question 
by saying that beneficed clerics should 
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always recite the office of their own 
proper church, while other priests may 
conform themselves to the office of the 
place where they are staying.’° 

The question presented to the Sacred 
Congregation was broad in scope, for 
it asked about clerics who were out- 
side their own diocese or their own 
country on a journey, or because of 
studies, or for other reasons. A prac- 
tical application of this response will 
be found in determination of the Ordo 
to be followed by a seminarian who is 
studying in a diocese other than his 
own. He may retain the calendar of 
his own diocese, but, at the same time, 
he is free to follow that of the diocese 
in which the seminary is located. This 
freedom of choice may be especially 
important at times when the divine 
office is recited in common by major 
clerics from various dioceses. 

The previously cited response of the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites stated 
that beneficed clerics should always re- 
cite the office of their own proper 
church. Consequently, because par- 
ishes in the United States are true 
benefices, possessed by their pastors as 
beneficed clerics, it would appear that 
pastors are supposed to follow the cal- 
endar of their own churches, wherever 
they may be. Assistants and other 
priests attached to the parish church 
would not have this obligation. 

No matter which Ordo one uses, there 
is the possibility of an error in the 
directions that it gives. What is to be 
done if one believes that the Ordo is in 
error? The Holy See has spoken quite 
definitely about this situation. In 1899 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites was 
asked: “Is a priest bound to follow the 
Ordo when he judges that it is more 
probably erroneous; or should he fol- 


® Decreta Authentica Congregationis Sacro- 
rum Rituum (Rome, 1898), Vol. II, D.A. 2682 
ad 46. 
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low his own judgment with respect to 
the office, the Mass, and the color of 
the vestments?” The answer of the 
Sacred Congregation was that he should 
follow the Ordo." Therefore, only if 
one is morally certain that a mistake 
has occurred should he disregard the 
directions given in the Ordo. Such mis- 
takes are rare. Rarer still is the case 
in which anyone other than a skilled 
rubricist or liturgist will be morally 
certain that his personal judgment is 
the correct one. 


CHANGING TO ANOTHER 
OFFICE FOR THE DAY 


To fulfill substantially the obligation 
of reciting the canonical hours, one 
must say the divine office according to 
the Roman Breviary and in Latin. 
Furthermore, the office which is said 
must not be notably different from that 
prescribed for the particular day. 
Otherwise, the obligation will not be 
fulfilled. Whether this notable differ- 
ence be in quantity or quality, he who 
makes so great a change in the office 
is guilty of grave sin.1*7 An example of 
a forbidden alteration in the divine 
office is found in the proposition con- 
demned by Pope Alexander VII: “One 
reciting the office of Easter on Palm 
Sunday satisfies the precept.’’* 

He who needlessly and without any 
just cause would substitute a different 
office for that prescribed, would com- 
mit a venial sin, if the office recited 
were equal or almost equal to that 
which had been omitted. If there were 
a proportionate cause for the change, 
there would be no sin.1* Examples of 
a reasonable cause are: a journey, in 
the course of which one must use an- 


"$.C.R., D.A. 4031. 

* Noldin-Schmitt, op. cit., n. 762. 

* Enchiridion Symbolorum. Denzinger- 
Bannwart-Umberg (Herder, Fribourg, 1932), 
n. 1134. 

™* Noldin-Schmitt, loc. cit. 
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other’s breviary; charity, as when one 
would say another office in order to as- 
sist in its recitation a priest with poor 
eyesight; or even special devotion, as 
could happen three or four times a year 
on days when one would wish to recite 
a particular office.1° Thus, a religious 
priest, who does not find the feast ob- 
served in the calendar of his own insti- 
tute, might wish to say the office of the 
North American Martyrs. The re- 
sponse of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites, to the effect that one generally 
does not satisfy his obligation by join- 
ing another cleric in the recitation of 
an entirely different office,1® does not 
contradict what has just been said about 
occasional changes for a good reason. 

What should be done if it is dis- 
covered that the wrong office has been 
said, or that it is being said when the 
error is detected? If the office has al- 
ready been completed, there is nothing 
more to be done, unless the office which 
was recited is notably shorter than that 
which was prescribed. For example, 
one who said only three lessons on a 
day when nine should have been re- 
cited, ought to supply the missing six 
lessons.'7 If the mistake is discovered 
during the recitation of the office, the 
cleric has a choice of two alternatives. 
He may either continue the office which 
he is saying, in order to avoid a lack 
of conformity between parts of the 
same day’s office, or he may change to 
the office prescribed for the day. St. 
Alphonsus is quoted as saying that one 


* Tanquerey, op. cit., n. 1087. 
%® January 27, 1899; D.A. 4011. 
™ Noldin-Schmitt, op. cit., n. 763. 


is more probably bound to follow the 
latter course.1§ 

We may suggest, by way of recom- 
mendation, that much depends upon 
how large a portion of the office has 
already been said. If only a brief sec- 
tion of the wrong office has been re- 
cited, it would be better to change to 
the correct one. If almost all of the 
wrong office has been recited, it would 
appear reasonable to complete that 
same office, rather than to change to 
another for only a brief part. In any 
‘ase, however, one may safely in con- 
science change to the correct office, or 
not change, as he sees fit. 

If an entire office for some future 
date has already been said by mistake, 
when that day comes there is given a 
choice similar to the one already ex- 
plained. The cleric is free to say either 
the office of the current day, although 
it has been recited once already, or to 
say the office that was inadvertently 
omitted.!® Father Tanquerey thinks it 
preferable to repeat the same office, so 
that one may conform himself to what 
the Ordo prescribes, but this is not of 
obligation. The same choice, however, 
is not allowed if one has mistakenly 
said Sext twice, instead of reciting 
None. The same is true if one, by er- 
ror, has said the same nocturn twice. 
He must still recite the other two. The 
reason given for this by theologians is 
that the proper form of the divine of- 
fice has not been observed and that 
there is not here place for application of 
the axiom: Officitum pro officio. 

*% Loc. cit.; Tanquerey, op. cit., n. 1086. 


” Tanquerey, loc. cit.; Noldin-Schmitt, loc. 
cit. 








The Coming Era of the 
Catholic Layman 


By URBAN H. FLEEGE, Ph.D. 


2 PRESENT century is rapidly 
becoming known in Catholic circles as 
the Century of the Layman. A high 
churchman has recently predicted that 
this century will go down in history as 
the Century of Lay Saints. Without 
doubt the field of Catholic education 
will provide laymen a large measure of 
opportunity for realizing this prediction. 
Perhaps one of the most significant de- 
velopments we shall witness in the com- 
ing quarter-century is the increasingly 
important role which Catholic laymen 
and laywomen will play in Catholic 
education. This cnange in policy in 
Catholic circles will not be brought 
about as much by foresightful planning 
as it will be by the sheer force of neces- 
sity. 

One of the greatest needs in America 
today is for adequate supply of teachers 
professionally prepared and properly 
fitted by nature. This need during the 
coming decade will be felt fully as 
keenly in our Catholic schools as in the 
public schools of our country. 

One of the areas, therefore, in which 
we Catholics in the future must devote 
greater emphasis is in the preparation 
of a larger number of teachers in our 
teacher-training institutions. We need 
to train more Catholic laymen as 
teachers, not only for our own needs, 
but likewise for employment in our 
public schools. Aside from the fact that 
over half of our Catholic children re- 
ceive their education in public institu- 
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tions, the Catholic teacher in the public 
school has an unparalleled opportunity 
for great influence on the future of our 
nation. 


THE LAY TEACHER’S ROLE IN 
BETTER PUBLIC RELATIONS 


If we prepare larger numbers of 
Catholic laymen and laywomen for the 
teaching profession, we shall quite 
naturally have available a larger and 
more select group of Catholic lay 
teachers for staffing our own Catholic 
schools. The Catholic lay teacher has 
a very definite place in our Catholic 
schools. Some there are who will not 
agree with this position. There are 
many, however, who do believe that the 
over-all educational structure of the 
Catholie school is strengthened by the 
addition of lay teachers. Since the vast 
majority of our students are going to 
work out their salvation as married men 
and women—as laymen and laywomen 
—it seems appropriate that among their 
teachers they find exemplars of their 
future role in life for which they are 
preparing. Lay teachers on the faculty 
add a necessary balance among the in- 
fluences which guide the hero-worship- 
ing adolescent in his attempt to develop 
the mosaic of his character. 

A better balance of lay teachers on 
the Catholic school faculty adds other 
distinct advantages. Without doubt, 
public relations are enhanced, since the 
lay teacher usually lives in the com- 
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munity served by the school. He is 
frequently a member of several com- 
munity organizations, has many con- 
tacts with civic, business, municipal, 
and other leaders in the community. 
Being part of the community, he is in 
a better position to know of the various 
educational resources as well as the 
varied educational needs of the com- 
munity served by the school. His fre- 
quent opportunities for social recreation 
and neighborly contacts and visitation, 
provide him with first-hand information 
as to the public’s evaluation of the 
school’s program. In this way the lay 
teacher is in an excellent position, not 
only for interpreting the school’s pur- 
poses, programs, and activities to the 
public, but for interpreting the com- 
munity’s resources, observations, and 
opinions to the administration and 
faculty of the school. 

Good public relations demand school 
representation at every important civic, 
municipal, state, and educational func- 
tion. These functions are frequently 
held at hours when our religious faculty 
members are unable to attend, in which 
case representation by lay faculty mem- 
bers becomes necessary. 

Modern public relations stress, not 
only interpretation of the school to the 
public, and vice versa, but participation 
on the part of the public in the formula- 
tion of educational policy, determina- 
tion of over-all educational programs, 
and analysis of problems confronting 
school authorities. Enlisting parents as 
well as Catholic non-parents in a broad 
co-operative program, involving repre- 
sentatives of every segment of the 
Catholic community in sharing the edu- 
cational responsibilities of the Catholic 
community is a task in which the lay 
teacher can and should play a signifi- 
cant and effective role. 

If there is one major area in which 
our Catholic schools are weak, it is in 


this area of up-to-date public relations. 
Perhaps a major cause is that to date 
lay teachers are inadequately repre- 
sented on Catholic school faculties. 


THE LAITY AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


A likely source of difficulty is the lack 
of provision in the average school for 
sharing administrative responsibilities 
with the lay teacher. While there are 
exceptions, a not too infrequent com- 
plaint on the part of lay teachers in 
Catholic and elementary secondary 
schools, has been the fact that responsi- 
bilities assigned to the lay teacher are 
usually dead end, that is, they are 
assignments of an onerous and usually 
temporary nature, carrying little real 
responsibility. There seem to be no 
convincing reasons why administrative 
responsibilities should not be shared 
with the lay teacher. If adequately 
prepared (and this includes previous 
significant experiences in administra- 
tion), a lay teacher should be capable 
of exercising supervisory functions. He 
should be equipped to make significant 
decisions in keeping with top adminis- 
trative policy. He should be capable, 
not only of supervising school publica- 
tions, athletic programs, dramatics, 
speech activities, social programs, reme- 
dial reading, etc., but he should be capa- 
ble of curriculum supervision as well. 
In co-operation with the principal, he 
might well serve as co-sponsor of the 
PTA, the Home-School Association, the 
Mothers’ Club, the Fathers’ Club, ete. 

If our Catholic lay teachers in any 
great numbers are going to look for 
employment in our Catholic schools, 
administrative-lay teacher and reli- 
gious-lay teacher relationships will have 
to improve. Again, of course, there are 
exceptions; but in the past too many 
of our lay teachers have been regarded 
as “fifth wheels,’ as “second-rate 
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teachers.” They have not, in too many 
instances, been treated as one of the 
regular faculty. More by attitude than 
by word have they been given the im- 
pression that they were there merely 
because the school faced an emergency ; 
that they were merely stopgaps for the 
current year. Lay teachers should be 
accorded the same professional treat- 
ment as the religious faculty members. 
Provision should be made for their 
inservice training; faculty meetings 
should be held at times when it is con- 
venient for the lay teachers, as well as 
religious faculty, to attend. They 
should be included when bulletins, ete. 
are issued which call attention to new 
professional materials, articles in pro- 
fessional journals, etc. 


A TOUCHY SUBJECT 


Finally, we come to the touchy sub- 
ject of social justice in dealing with the 
lay personnel. It is a source of puzzle- 
ment, we must admit, how many of our 
institutions, which do stand for social 
justice and which teach how it should 
be applied, fail miserably in applying 
these same principles when dealing with 
their own lay-faculty members. All 
understand, of course, that if a lay 
teacher is to be paid a salary compara- 
ble to an equally well-prepared teacher 
in the public school, the Catholic school 
administration will have to pay be- 
tween six and seven times as much as 
the stipend paid a religious teacher. 
Unless our Catholic schools pay pro- 
fessional salaries comparable to those 
in the public school, our schools will 
find themselves honeycombed with lay 
teachers best described as professional 
misfits, castoffs, and second-raters, as 
far as teaching is concerned. It is in- 
evitable that such a policy will seriously 
undermine our Catholic schools. Ulti- 
mately, it will have a debilitating effect 
upon our efficiency and undercut our 
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reputation for offering superior educa- 
tional programs. 

I should not want to imply that all 
lay teachers who accept employment in 
a Catholic school at sub-standard 
salaries are castoffs or second-rate 
teachers. Many who are now teaching 
for sub-standard remuneration are ex- 
cellent teachers. There are ~© me 
Catholic lay teachers who are of heroic 
stature, who live according to the spirit 
of poverty without benefit of the secur- 
ity which accrues to those who have 
the vow. It is unfair and unjust, how- 
ever, to expect lay teachers to measure 
up to such heroic proportions. The 
majority of Catholic lay teachers are 
human; they want to raise families like 
any other Catholic layman; they have 
the same financial obligations; they 
have the same deep-seated urge for 
security. 


A NEW KIND OF CALLING 


Perhaps the needs of the time call for 
founding a new type order of lay 
teachers in the Church, whereby the un- 
foreseen casualties and difficulties of 
life are provided for through the group 
living in common. There are, without 
doubt, Catholic laymen of such heroic 
mold who, while not having a vocation 
to the religious life, are willing to forego 
the pleasures of family life and to de- 
vote their lives to Catholic education as 
lay teachers. 

There will always be a need, however, 
for Catholic lay teachers with families 
as we have them at the present time. 
In addition, therefore, to comparable 
professional salaries, lay teachers in 
Catholic schools should be accorded an 
adequate retirement program; they 
should be provided for in insurance, 
hospitalization, and sick benefit pro- 


grams. Above all, they are entitled to 
security in their profession. In some 
areas, diocesan-wide contracts have 
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been discussed, whereby the diocese 
gives assurance to the lay person who 
throws his lot in with the Catholic 
school system, that he will be guaran- 
teed employment in the future; if his 
services (provided they are superior or 
at least satisfactory) become superflu- 
ous in one school, the diocesan authori- 
ties will give preference to his employ- 
ment in another school. Unless Cath- 
olic authorities accept such responsibili- 
ties in employing the lay teacher, it is 
naive to assume that top-notch Catholic 
lay teachers will accept employment in 
our Catholic schools in the difficult days 
which are already upon us. 


NEED FOR LAY TEACHERS IN 
COMING DECADE 


Our needs in Catholic education for 
the coming decade are such that we 
shall find it necessary to employ larger 
and larger numbers of Catholic lay 
teachers. In 1950 we had 112,294 
teachers in our Catholie school system; 
on the elementary level we had 66,525; 
on the secondary level, 27,770; on the 
college-university level, 18,000. Priests 
and religious teachers numbered 92,405, 
while the laity numbered 19,889; ac- 
tually lay teachers accounted for 17.7 
percent of the total teaching force in 
Catholic schools. Of the nearly 20,000 
lay teachers in Catholic schools, 11,102 
were men, 8,787 were women. 

On the elementary level, lay teachers 
constituted 7.1 percent of the teaching 
force. On the secondary level, 16.6 per- 
cent, while on the college-university 
level, lay teachers made up over 60 
percent of the faculty. 

If we are to continue to educate the 
same percentage of our Catholic chil- 
dren in our Catholic educational insti- 
tutions as we are at present, namely, 
46 percent on the elementary level, 35 
percent on the secondary level, and 36 
percent on the college level (7.e., less 


than half of our Catholic children in 
Catholic schools), we shall, by 1960, 
need to have recruited and trained 
nearly 60,000 additional teachers. If 
our present ratio of religious teachers 
to lay teachers is to be maintained, 
namely, thirteen to one on the element- 
ary level across the nation, six to one 
on the secondary level, and two to three 
on the college level, we shall have to 
recruit and train 50,000 additional re- 
ligious and priest teachers for our class- 
rooms by 1960. 

To appreciate what this means, let us 
remember that, at the present time, we 
have less than 93,000 religious and 
priest teachers in our schools. Does it 
seem likely that we shall be able within 
the next seven years to recruit 50,000 
more? To the extent that we are unable 
to meet this need for religious teachers, 
to that extent shall we be forced either 
to cut back on the percentage of Cath- 
olic children receiving a Catholic edu- 
cation or increase the number of lay 
teachers teaching in our schools. Were 
we to stick to our present religious-lay 
teacher ratios on our respective levels 
of education, we should need about 8,500 
additional lay teachers in the next seven 
years. Our needs, therefore, call for 
50,000 additional religious teachers and 
8,500 lay teachers. More than likely, 
we shall not see fit to maintain this six 
to one religious-lay teacher ratio. Al- 
ready diocesan policy and, in many 
cases, the policy adopted by religious 
teaching Orders, has been revised in 
the direction of a more equitable bal- 
ance between religious and lay teachers. 


THE NEW ORLEANS EXPERIMENT 


At this point I should like to call to 
alert attention a pioneering move on 
the part of the Catholic Superintendent 
of the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
Next September three new Catholic 
schools will open in New Orleans, staffed 
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entirely by lay teachers; three addi- 
tional new schools will open next fall 
in which half of the faculty will be 
made up of laymen, the other half re- 
ligious. Last year, in the archdiocese 
of New Orleans, nearly 3 out of every 
10 teachers in the 122 elementary and 
44 high schools were lay teachers. 

To appreciate what this change in 
religious and lay teacher ratio is going 
to mean financially, we have but to 
compare the _ relationship between 
teacher salaries and maintenance-opera- 
tion costs in our elementary and secon- 
dary schools at the present time. In our 
elementary schools, teachers’ salaries 
(where the religious-lay teacher ratio 
is thirteen to one) are one-third as large 
as the maintenance-operation costs; in 
our secondary’ schools, however, 
teachers’ salaries (where the ratio is six 
to one) are 16 percent higher than the 
maintenance-operation expenses. In 
other words, the economics of $450 
versus $2,900 (average annual salaries 
of religious and lay elementary 
teachers, respectively) and $550 versus 
$3,500 (average annual salaries of re- 
ligious and lay high-school teachers, re- 
spectively), underscore the necessity of 
all-out vocational campaigns during 
the next few years for recruiting candi- 
dates to the religious teaching Orders. 

The economic factor underlying the 
problem of employing lay teachers is 
one that will tempt us to bargain for a 
low-salary figure. We should present 
a united front, however, in insisting on 
sticking to a policy of hiring only com- 
petent, well-prepared, and, by person- 
ality, well-suited lay teachers. Such a 
lay teacher would have a broad general 
education, capped by an adequate pro- 
fessional preparation which gives him a 
basis for a thorough understanding of 
child development. He would be a 
person suited for teaching, that is, he 
should possess a personality which is 
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capable of stimulating enthusiasms and 
fostering loyalties; a person who loves 
children. Finally, he should be a con- 
vinced, informed, practical Catholic of 
stable character. 


GREATER ROLE FOR CATHOLIC 
LAITY IN EDUCATION 


A word about the role of the Catholic 
laity in general in Catholic education. 
I am not sure that our attitude toward 
the laity in Catholic education has been 
what it should be. It seems to me that 
more than the economic factor has been 
responsible for our treating the layman 
with a certain aloofness, for our being 
somewhat chary about employing him 
as teacher, for our being hesitant in in- 
viting him and other laymen in the 
Catholic community to share with us 
an active responsibility in planning how 
best to meet our Catholic needs. It 
seems unwise to assume that we, the 
administrators, namely, bishops, pas- 
tors, superiors of religious Orders, can 
solve the problems confronting Catholic 
education alone. It seems a_ short- 
sighted policy to assume that we should 
shoulder the major responsibility of 
providing an adequate Catholic educa- 
tion for our Catholic youth. Do we 
not sometimes lose sight of the fact that 
the children do, after all, belong to the 
parents and that Catholic parents do 
have a real responsibility in helping to 
provide a Catholic education for their 
offspring—a responsibility not limited 
merely to the financial sphere? Are 
we losing sight of the fact that we can- 
not develop a sense of personal responsi- 
bility in our Catholic parents for Cath- 
olic education without providing many 
and varied opportunities for them to 
participate in analyzing the many- 
sided problems confronting Catholic 
education and in planning co-opera- 
tively with us how these problems can 
best be met? 
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THE COMING ERA OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN 





I know I am speaking on a touchy 
subject, but I believe the needs of the 
times call for putting all the cards on 
the table. May I suggest, therefore, 
an objective consideration of the ad- 
visability of setting up Advisory 
Boards, made up primarily of laymen 
in the community, not only of laymen 
rich in worldly goods, but also of lay- 
men rich in ideas. I should like to sug- 
gest that these Advisory Boards be 
given real responsibility in helping the 
administration of a school meet its 
many problems; that they be invited 
to regular meetings in which significant 
policy, building, operation, curricula, 
public relations, and similar questions 
are discussed. We are not suggesting 
that this be a Board of Education with 
legal responsibility for the school, but 
an Advisory Board, the counsel of which 
would be given serious consideration by 
the administration. 


COMMONLY MEETING A COMMON 
PROBLEM 


All of us recall an unfortunate ex- 
perience which one of our hierarchy 
had toward the end of the last century 
with a lay Board of Education which 
was legally responsible for church 
property. We must not permit the 
memory of this episode to blind us to 
present advantages which an active lay 
Advisory Board could provide in more 


adequately meeting our current and 
future needs. We should like to sug- 
gest that, where possible, the adminis- 
tration in every Catholic school set up 
an Advisory Board made up primarily 
of laymen to counsel with the admin- 
istration of the school concerning edu- 
cational problems. Some will answer 
that they already have an Advisory 
Board which is made up largely of 
pastors. This, while commendable, is 
insufficient. Modern public relations 
stress more and more active participa- 
tion on the part of the community 
served by the school. In so doing, due 
recognition is given the principle of 
psychology that participation breeds a 
sense of personal responsibility. Since 
our current needs in education, which 
will become increasingly keener in the 
coming decade, present us with prob- 
lems which we simply cannot solve 
alone, we must undertake a new ap- 
proach to our Catholic laity in the 
realm of education. We must succeed 
in developing with greater effectiveness 
a sense of real responsibility. This, we 
maintain, can be effectively done only 
to the extent that we adopt a com- 
munity-relations program which pre- 
sents to our Catholic parents, as well as 
non-parents, numerous opportunities in 
which they can participate with us in 
seeking solutions to our common educa- 
tional problems. 
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Some Aspects of Seminary 
Education 


IV. By ANTHONY J. PATTISON, O.F.M.Cap. 


ee there must be oc- 
casions when a seminary professor looks 
down upon his class of black, brown, or 
white clothed ranks of students and 
asks himself, “Where will these young 
men be in twenty years time? What 
will they be doing with the knowledge 
I’m imparting to them?” Nor must we 
forget that not a few of those who are 
the object of these questions, are ask- 
ing themselves, “What has this got to 
do with my priesthood?” “Where is 
this particular course getting me?” 
“Isn’t this rather a waste of precious 
time?” 

Nothing could be more derogatory to 
any educational system than to try to 
plan it upon a purely utilitarian basis. 
Certainly, nothing could be more de- 
rogatory to seminary education than to 
conceive its main objective as merely 
the preparation of the mind to meet the 
particular needs of a priest on active 
duty in a diocese or in religious mis- 
sionary work. 

A seminary education certainly has 
as its objective to qualify a man for 
the priesthood: as prophet, legislator, 
judge, counselor, spiritual physician, 
administrator, and for a hundred and 
one odd jobs that are not even included 
in his scheme of studies. 

The basic method by which this in- 
tellectual preparedness should be ac- 
complished has crystallized over the 
centuries of ecclesiastical teaching. To 
a large extent the methods and systems 
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of Catholic clerical training laid the 
foundations of most of the pre-eminent 
universities of Europe and still remain 
as the foundation of these institutions 
however much they may have changed 
in many of their consequent objectives 
in the educational field. 


SCHOLASTICISM AND A 
CHANGING WORLD 


The basic methods of Catholic peda- 
gogical science have proved themselves 
of lasting benefit; they have stood the 
test of many forms of attack from 
within and without the Church. What- 
ever the passing mood and practices of 
secular education may have been, our 
own has enabled its subjects—students 
and priests—successfully to hold their 
own in an alien world of learning. 

Today there has been a re-awakening 
of interest and appreciation of the 
method and content of scholasticism 
after more than a century, before which 
it had been in little repute outside its 
own sphere of immediate interest and 
activity. 

In this connection, and with what 
will follow, we may very aptly quote the 
words of the Holy Father in Humani 
Generis. If one considers all this well, 
he will easily see why the Church de- 
mands that future priests be instructed 
in philosophy “according to the method, 
doctrine, and principles of the Angelic 
doctor,” since, as we well know from the 
experience of centuries, the method of 
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Aquinas is singularly pre-eminent both 
for teaching students and for bringing 
truth to light; his doctrine is in harmony 
with divine revelation and is most effec- 
tive both for safeguarding the founda- 
tion of the Faith and for reaping, safely 
and usefully, the fruits of sound 
progress. 

Whatever we say, or have said pre- 
viously! in this connection, we wish it 
to be understood that we fully appreci- 
ate and, indeed, most readily acknowl- 
edge and welcome the statements of 
the Holy Father supporting and main- 
taining the scholastic method and con- 
tent of theology and philosophy. 

The warnings of the Supreme Pontiff 
in regard to watering down the scholas- 
tic method and content of the sacred 
sciences in order to meet what are 
called “modern needs” and a “modern 
approach” are only too timely and 
apposite. 

Nevertheless, the Holy Father indi- 
cates his awareness that while we must 
fully maintain and never fundament- 
ally change that method, which has 
been so explicitly authorized by the 
Holy See over many centuries of change, 
this does not, we think, mean that, 
while this method of scholasticism 
should be fully maintained, it excludes 
additional methods which would help 
in the preparedness of mind for those 
student-priests who have to exercise 
their faculties in the modern world. 

We would here suggest an added 
method, ancient in itself, of seminary 
education already briefly touched upon, 
which would, we think, go far in given 
circumstances to help in the matter of 
our ecclesiastical educational problems. 

The writer, in a secular field of 
studies at a world-famous university, 
has experienced the benefits of this 


*Confer August, September, and October, 
1953, issues of THE HoMILeTIc AND PASTORAL 
REvIEW. 


method suggested here, and, so, can 
write with some authority on the matter. 


THE TUTORIAL SYSTEM 


What is the tutorial system? What 
are its merits? To what extent may 
this system be added to the scholastic 
teaching which certainly must still be 
maintained? 

The tutorial system is no modern 
method of pedagogy. It goes back as 
far as Socrates and met the particular 
talents and characteristics of the Greek 
mind. As Gilbert Highet writes: 


“Socrates was the first who thought 
that teaching might mean, not pour- 
ing new ideas into an entirely empty 
brain, but drawing out universal 
truths from the mind in which they 
already lay concealed.... He had a 
positive end in view, although that 
end was concealed from the pupil. 
He wanted to make every pupil real- 
ize that truth was in the pupil’s own 
power to find, if he searched long 
enough and hard enough.’” 


The same author writes: “This sys- 
tem is the most difficult, the least com- 
mon, and the most thorough way to 
teach.” It is the most exacting be- 
cause it is the most thorough. Whereas 
a lecturer is unaware, while lecturing, 
of how much he is impressing his pupils 
individually, the backbone of the tu- 
torial system is the personal observa- 
tion and questioning of the pupil: noth- 
ing is allowed to be passed over until 
it is understood and appreciated by the 
pupil. This calls for “constant alert- 
ness, invariable good humor, complete 
earnestness, and utter self-surrender to 
the cause of truth, on the part of both 
teacher and pupil.” 

It is in the personal relationship be- 
tween the teacher and pupil that this 
system has its greatest merits and 
profits. 


* The Art of Teaching. By Gilbert Highet 
(Knopf), p. 121. 
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“He cannot, in such a close rela- 
tionship, be tyrannous or chilly. 
Often he becomes both an example 
and a friend. He learns the pupils’ 
weaknesses and corrects them by 
gentle pressure. He knows the 
pupils’ strengths, and develops them.” 
Though the methods of tutoring vary 

from subject to subject, the principle is 
much the same in all. The small group 
of pupils are given a task of work to do 
by themselves, usually they have to do 
specified tasks of reading-up their seg- 
ment of a subject, then write an essay 
covering this ground-work. They bring 
this to their tutor, it is then criticized, 
corrected both as to its general concep- 
tion and in detail. In this tutorial work 
three activities take place: each has 
done his own work alone; then he ob- 
serves his own and others’ mistakes and 
omissions, and he also has the oppor- 
tunity to express and defend his own 
position. Lastly, he has an opportunity 
of comparing his own task with the com- 
pleted work of criticism offered him by 
the tutor and fellow students. “The 
first of these is the work of creation, 
the second is criticism, the third is ap- 
preciation of wholeness.”’ 


APPLYING THE TUTORIAL 
METHOD—ITS PROBLEMS 


One of the tutor’s tasks is, through 
his thorough knowledge of the subject 
and its allied sciences, to take the stu- 
dents, step by step, and yet to coordi- 
nate what is done in the tutorial with 
what is being done in the lecture room. 
The latter is the forum of imparting 
knowledge; the tutorial is the occasion 
of helping to create knowledge, to help 
in the personal development of habits 
of thinking, and, not less, of self- 
expression in the highest form. There 
are many things passed over, forgotten, 
little understood by the student in the 
classroom. In a tutorial nothing is 
allowed to pass without criticism. 
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The tutorial system, in itself, is the 
simplest form of teaching, but, when it 
has to be applied to institutional edu- 
cation, it has its complications. How 
far and with what advantages could 
this system be applied in our philo- 
sophical and theological seminaries? 

The first problem would be the 
supply of tutors. 

At Oxford and Cambridge, where this 
method has worked efficiently for cen- 
turies, tutors are of two kinds; those 
who regularly lecture in the “schools” 
and also take a certain number of 
groups of students as pupils; and those 
who are full-time tutors and do not lec- 
ture, or but seldom. 

We have suggested elsewhere in this 
series that certain types of learned 
theologians and philosophers have 
proved themselves incapable of be- 
coming, by talent or temperament, pro- 
ficient lecturers. They just do not have 
the gift. This does not mean, nor did 
we wish to suggest that it means, that 
they are incapable of teaching. Indeed, 
two of the best tutors known to this 
writer were the world’s worst lecturers. 
It is very often true that the man who 
cannot teach from the platform is emi- 
nently capable of teaching from an arm- 
chair. Here, then, is a source of tutor 
supply. 

As tutorials are never more than 
twice weekly, more often weekly, the 
average size of our seminaries would 
not, we think, find it difficult to aug- 
ment, where necessary, the present 
teaching staffs by a sufficient number 
of tutors. 


LONG-RANGE BENEFITS 


We think that the introduction, in a 
more general way, of this system as 
additional to scholastic lectures would 
have outstanding and _ unassailable 
merits. ae 

The fact has to be faced, that quite 
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a large number of priests leave the 
seminary without having acquired 
either a desire or habit of study and 
reading. Among our clergy there is 
insufficient follow-up. We know from 
bitter experience that there are many 
reasons for this, quite unavoidable and 
outside the groundwork of their semi- 
nary education. Nevertheless, we do 
maintain that the tutorial system would 
fulfill a purpose that the lecture system, 
on its own, only partially meets in 
forming an interest and habit of read- 
ing and study. Furthermore, by neces- 
sity, the tutorial system is of the great- 
est advantage to the student in the 
formation of self-expression in writing 
and personal discussions. This train- 
ing can be of untold benefit to the 
priest in later life, where, if he does 
not use his pen, he has constantly to 
discuss theological and_ philosophical 
subjects on a personal and down-to- 
earth manner, and not on the level of 
scholastic discussions. 


THE ADVANTAGE OF 
PERSONAL ATTENTION 


Secondly, the personal contact of the 
tutorial system is eminently beneficial 
in regard to character building. The 
personal contacts between professors 
and students in our seminaries is, by 
necessity, a restrained and academic re- 
lationship. That between tutor and 
pupils is of quite a different character. 
It is often enough the side issues raised 
between tutor and pupil that are going 
to have the greatest and most enduring 
effect upon the future priest. In this 
relationship between the mature tutor 
and the maturing student, wisdom, as 
distinct from learning, may be imparted 
in a manner that is quite impossible in 
the lecture hall. To the student-priest 
this is vastly important. 

Another benefit is that through the 
tutorial system the student has to do 


the greater part of the work, under 
close supervision, himself. He acquires 
a habit of using materials and sources 
of knowledge which he would hardly 
appreciate if they were only quoted to 
him from the rostrum. This work is 
translated into creative work through 
his essays, is met with constructive 
criticism which builds up within him 
both a self-confidence that will lead to 
greater creativeness in after life and 
a sense of self-criticism and humility 
which cannot be acquired by either 
public disputation or examinations. 

During the course of tutorial dis- 
cussions and criticisms the particular 
subjects in hand, whether in philosophy 
or theology, are naturally discussed in 
relationship both with the lectures 
that the student is currently attend- 
ing—thereby filling in gaps of knowl- 
edge missed or misunderstood in the 
lecture room and in relationship with 
parallel subjects in the secular field of 
learning. 


BENEFITS TO BRIGHTER 
AND SLOWER STUDENTS 


In a particular manner the tutorial 
system can be of great advantage as an 
assistance to the scholastic lecture sys- 
tem. It will be most helpful to those 
who are more brilliant than their 
fellows, because the tutor will appreci- 
ate and deepen the use of his talents, 
set the pupil tasks above the average, 
and prepare him for higher spheres of 
study—a work which is hardly pos- 
sible in the lecture hall. On the other 
hand, this system will be most helpful 
to those students who are either slower 
than their fellows in grasping what 
should be acquired in the classroom, or 
who are temperamentally unsuited for 
publie discussions, examinations, and 
inquisitions. The tutor may be able to 
hurry ahead with the former into wider 
appreciation of the lecture subjects, and 
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he is able to take the latter at a slower 
pace, more suited to his less brilliant 
talents; thus the pupil will not lose 
courage, will gain greater self-confi- 
dence, and gradually become more 
adapted to the tempo of lectures given. 
Furthermore, this system, through a 
board of tutors, will enable the semi- 
nary faculty and its head, to pass a 
more objective judgment upon the in- 
tellectual capabilities of the student 
body. The personal knowledge of the 
tutors can be of infinite value in dis- 
cerning those who should go on for 
higher studies, who should or should 
not pass from philosophy to theology. 


Again we would wish to express the 
view that the tutorial system is by no 
means a novelty in ecclesiastical educa- 
tion; it is a method that has been and 
still is used in some of the greatest in- 
stitutions of learning. It seems to us a 
grave pity that it has been dropped 
from our traditional Catholic seats of 
learning to the degree that it is at pres- 
ent ignored. To this degree are we lack- 
ing in that personal transmission of 
wisdom which seems so necessary in the 
pre-education of those who are going to 
pass from learning into the field of 
teaching in one or other of the many 
spheres awaiting the priest in the world. 


In a forthcoming H P R issue 











Call it good public relations, call it charity, call it Catholic southern 
hospitality, the priests of the Raleigh, North Carolina, diocese, under the 
guidance of The Most Reverend Vincent 8. Waters, Bishop of Raleigh, have 
come forth with a most intriguing idea toward restoring all things in Christ, 
and which Father Francis McCarthy brings to the attention of our readers 
in his article Highway 301 Assn: Catholic Action in the South. 

Father McCarthy and his fellow priests, in an effort to be of assistance 
to the Catholic tourists who travel through the southern states, have en- 
listed the assistance of non-Catholic businessmen and civie organizations 
in an effort to keep Catholics informed as to the places and times of Sunday 
Masses. The effort has had the magnificent effect, too, of keeping the name 
and spirit of the Church before the attention of the natives. 

It is easily predictable that many of the unique and successful measures 
outlined by Father McCarthy will be adopted in other parts of the country. 























Homies FOR THE Monrn 
Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By HUGH KELLY, S.J. 





First Sunday of Advent 


Preparing for Christ’s Coming 


“The night is passed and the day is at hand. Let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light” (Rom. xiii: 12). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Putting off the works of darkness. 

(2) We need the armor of light. 

(3) The second coming. 

(4) The two comings of Christ—how re- 
lated? 

(5) Conclusion: we must prepare for His 
coming in mercy. 


Advent is one of the most destinctive 
of the ecclesiastical seasons; it ranks 
with Lent in importance and impres- 
siveness. The transition from the long 
and rather indeterminate post-Pente- 
cost season is sudden and arresting. 
The purple vestments of the ferial 
Masses, the absence of music and elabo- 
rate ornaments on the altar indicate at 
once that we have come into a new 
region, into a new atmosphere. The 
Masses and the offices are still more ex- 
pressive in tone and message, and are 
clearly meant by the Church to pro- 
duce a certain definite disposition of 
soul. 

What is that disposition of soul which 
the Church is so anxious to produce and 
foster? It is a mood of waiting, of 
expectancy, of preparation. We are to 
be like those who strain their eyes and 
ears for some vision or message. Some- 
thing great is at hand. That event for 


which we must now prepare is the com- 
ing of Christ. 

The four weeks of Advent represent 
the thousands of years during which the 
world waited for the coming of the Sav- 
iour. It was a period of darkness, but it 
was not unvisited by stars. The chosen 
people had kept before them the 
promise of a Redeemer; they had nour- 
ished their spiritual life on that hope 
and had walked forward in the dark- 
ness of a pagan world guided by that 
pillar of fire which was the manifest 
Providence of God. 

In Advent the Church lives again 
mystically that period of hope and ex- 
pectation. She employs her marvelous 
liturgy to sharpen our desire, to foster 
our hope, to help us to realize better 
what the coming of the Saviour means 
to the world. It will profit us im- 
mensely if we co-operate with this guid- 
ance and inspiration. If we really feel 
our need of Christ, if we really try to 
excite in ourselves a hunger and thirst 
for Him who is our justice, then, indeed, 
His coming to us will be in every spirit- 
ual blessing. 


PUTTING OFF THE WORKS 
OF DARKNESS 


That note of expectancy, of prepa- 
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ration, is struck strongly in the Epistle 
of the Mass of today. Now is the time 
to arise from sleep, St. Paul tells the 
Romans. In a few lines he conveys a 
picture of a world awaking from sleep 
to the dawn of a new day. The night is 
almost over; the day draws on. They 
must forthwith begin to prepare for that 
new day and for what it is to bring 
them. Their preparation, he tells them, 
must be twofold. They must get rid 
of something; they must acquire some- 
thing. They must try to put off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light. We also must take to our- 
selves the exhortations of the Apostle 
and must wake from sleep and prepare 
for this new day. 

We are first to put off the works of 
darkness. What are these works of 
darkness? They are the deeds done in 
the darkness of infidelity or paganism; 
they are the activities of those who do 
not believe in God and Christ. Such 
people have no rule of life except their 
own pleasure and interest and passions. 
They do not know or realize that their 
purpose in life is to know, love, and 
serve God in this world and, thus, to be 
with Him forever in heaven. As they 
do not know God, so they do not love 
their neighbor and, consequently, do 
not live according to the law of charity. 
The practice of that virtue, Paul says, 
is the practice of the whole law. The 
man who loves his neighbor will keep 
the commandments and will respect the 
rights of others as he respects the rights 
of God. But the deeds of darkness are 
not worthy of the new day of charity 
which comes with Christ; and he who 
wakes to the new day must cast them 
aside. ‘Let us pass our time honorably, 
as by the light of day, not in revelling 
and drunkenness, not in lust and 
wantonness, not in quarrels and ri- 
valries.” 
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WE NEED THE ARMOR OF LIGHT 


To the Christian of every age these 
exhortations are necessary. It is true 
that we have the light of Faith, that we 
have the Church to guide and 
strengthen us; but it is true, also, that 
we live in a dark world where spiritual 
lights are dim or do not shine at all. 

“Put on the armor of light’”—that is 
to be the positive part of renovation. 
In the Epistle to the Ephesians, the 
Apostle explains what he means by that 
phrase. The Christian virtues are the 
weapons by which we engage in the 
warfare which is the life of a Christian. 
Truth, justice, faith, the word of God— 
these are the armor, defensive and of- 
fensive, of the Christian who fights the 
good fight. With that panoply a man 
can meet and overcome the enemies of 
his salvation. But the armor of the 
Christian is something even greater; 
for the Apostle goes on to say, “Put ye 
on the Lord Jesus Christ.” He speaks 
as if Christ were a garment or an 
armor. By that daring phrase he tells 
us to be close imitators of Christ. In 
Christ the Christian will find his full 
strength; he will be fully armed with 
the power of Him who said, “Have 
confidence. I have overcome the 
world.” 


THE SECOND COMING 


The Gospel of this Sunday is in 
striking contrast with the lesson of the 
Epistle, yet it confirms it in a wonder- 
ful way. It is a part of the apocalyp- 
tic vision which Our Lord revealed to 
the Jews in the last days of His life. 
He first foretold the violent end of the 
Jewish state, which culminated in the 
siege and storming of Jerusalem and 
the destruction of the Temple which 
was the heart of the nation. Then He 
painted a still more terrible picture of 
the end of the whole world. Those who 
lived at that time would witness the 
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awful signs of the dissolution of the 
universe and would swoon away in 
sheer terror. There would be terrifying 
signs in the heavens, there would be 
unprecedented disorder among men; the 
confusion and moaning of the sea would 
fill men with fear; the very stars in 
heaven would be witness to the uni- 
versal calamity. But all this would be 
but the preparation for the mighty 
event that would conclude the history 
of the human race—the coming of the 
Son of man in the clouds of heaven in 
great power and majesty to judge the 
living and the dead. 


THE TWO COMINGS OF 

CHRIST—HOW RELATED? 

There are then two comings of 
Christ to the world and both are re- 
called in this Mass of the first Sunday 
of Advent. The two are distinct, 
widely separated in time, in condition, 
and in purpose; but they are infallibly 
connected and are complementary in 


God’s design. In Bethlehem He will 
appear as Redeemer, in weakness and 
humility, in mercy and love; at the end 
of the world He will come as Judge in 
power and glory. It is the same Christ 
who will come on each occasion. He 
who has come in mercy as our Re- 
deemer will come again as Judge to 
examine us on the way we have ac- 
cepted His truth and grace and to pass 
upon us an irrevocable judgment of 
reward or punishment. 

Let us not ask with the Apostles 
when these things shall be. Let us ac- 
cept them in faith and strive to con- 
form our lives to that faith. Let us 
make our own the expectancy the 
hope which are expressed in the prayer 
of today’s Mass: “Stir up Thy power, 
we beseech Thee, O Lord, and come; 
that from the threatening dangers of 
our sins we may be rescued by Thy 
protection and saved by Thy deliver- 
ance, through Christ Our Lord.” 


Second Sunday of Advent 


The World’s False Standards 


“Blessed is he that shall not be scandalized in me” (Matt. xi: 6). 


OUTLINE: & 
(1) False notions about the Messias. 
(2) Are we in danger of being scandalized? 
(3) Conclusion: let us not judge by worldly 
principles. 


In the Gospels of Advent, the figure 
of the Baptist is very prominent; he is 
a central figure in three of them. The 
reason why the Church brings him so 
prominently before us is obvious: his 
function, his mission were closely con- 
nected with that of Christ. He was 
appointed by God to introduce the 
Saviour to the world, to go before Him 
to prepare His ways. Now the Church, 
in its annual cycle, lives over again the 


life of Christ in the different seasons. 
At the season, then, when she is pre- 
paring us for the coming of the Re- 
deemer, what more appropriate figure 
could be held up before our eyes than 
that of the Baptist. The precursor 
will be asked as it were, to give his 
testimony anew. 

The incident of today’s Gospel oc- 
curred when Christ was already en- 
gaged in His public life; but the Bap- 
tist is a true witness here insomuch as 
he gives Our Lord an occasion of cor- 
recting false notions of the nature of 
His Kingdom and of emphasizing the 
true idea. John had been arrested by 
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Herod and cast into a dungeon in the 
grim fortress of Machaeron on the 
shores of the Dead Sea. From here he 
sent some of his disciples to interview 
Christ who was preaching in Galilee. 
John, himself, had no need of assurance; 
but as his disciples did not share his 
faith, he gave them an opportunity to 
learn the truth from the lips of Christ, 
Himself. “Art thou he that is to come, 
or look we for another?” To that direct 
question about His mission Christ gave 
an answer which, while indirect, was 
affirmative and which, at the same time, 
corrected the false implications which 
the question contained. He appealed 
to His works, His miracles—works and 
miracles which the prophets had as- 
signed to the Messias. He bade the 
envoys to announce to John what they 
had seen and heard on their visit. He 
enumerated some of the miracles He 
had been performing: “The blind see, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead arise again.” 
No one could have worked such deeds 


unless God were with him. But He 
concluded His statement with the 
strange, unexpected words, “And 


blessed is he that shall not be scandal- 
ized in Me.” 


FALSE NOTIONS ABOUT 

THE MESSIAS 

What did He mean by these words? 
Where was the danger of scandal? Who 
could take scandal from the marvelous 
things He did and said? We shall 
have only a very misleading idea of 
the career of Our Lord if we do not 
realize the difficulties He had to en- 
counter in His revelation of Himself 
and His mission; and we shall miss one 
of the great proofs of His consummate 
wisdom and prudence, if we fail to note 
how He overcame them. With the 
lapse of time and because of political 
vicissitudes, the notion of the Messias 
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had come to be gravely misunderstood. 
In the minds and expectations of the 
people and their religious leaders, He 
had come to be considered as a great 
national leader who would lift up His 
people from their misfortunes, drive out 
their Roman oppressors, and restore the 
power and glory of the kingdom of 
David and Solomon. The mention of 
the Messias aroused dreams and visions 
of national greatness, of worldly pros- 
perity, of domination, of revenge, of 
exterior display. The true spiritual 
significance of redemption, of restora- 
tion to God’s friendship, of holiness of 
life, of such virtues as humility, purity 
of heart, unworldliness—these had been 
overlaid and forgotten. It was then the 
task of Christ to restore the true no- 
tion of the Messias, to clear away from 
it the false accretions and interpreta- 
tions, without affronting too strongly 
the prejudices and passions of the 
people. He had to re-educate them. 

In the scene which we are consider- 
ing, we have a signal example of the 
prudent economy which He employed. 
The works to which He pointed were a 
clearer proof of His claim to be the 
Messias. No one who considered them 
in good faith could fail to be convinced. 
But there was an aspect of them to 
which His hearers mift not explicitly 
advert, but which would do much to 
correct false notions. These works of 
power were, at the same time, works of 
mercy. The Messias was then one who 
felt deeply for the poor and the afflicted; 
who used His powers to alleviate pain 
and misery; who had a special regard 
for human weakness and misery. There 
is, in these works, no trace of kingly - 
domination, of wordly impressiveness, 
of domination. To judge from this 
reply to the question of John, which 
was something like an official declara- 
tion, the Messias had come to serve and 
save suffering humanity. 
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We can see now why Christ added 
the words, “Blessed is he that is not 
scandalized in Me.” Had He heard 
some murmurs from the crowd? Did 
He read some dissatisfaction or per- 
plexity on the faces of the Baptist’s 
disciples and His own? Something else 
was expected from the Messias. Na- 
tional sentiment and worldly ambition 
were not likely to be satisfied by the 
works to which He had drawn attention. 


ARE WE IN DANGER 
OF BEING SCANDALIZED? 


Now we can see at once how neces- 
sary was His warning to the Jews who 
had formed such unworthy notions 
about the Redeemer, and, therefore, 
we are in no danger of falling into this 
particular mistake. But are we ex- 
empt from a kindred danger? Are we 
quite certain that we are not often 
scandalized by Christ, that is to say, 
by His Church? It may happen only 
too easily that we come to a wrong no- 
tion of what the Church should be. The 
spirit of the age in which we live may 
have penetrated more deeply into us 
than we realize. Almost unconsciously 
we may come to expect that the Church 
should act on worldly principles and 
should employ those means which the 
world uses to advance its interests. We 
may say to ourselves or our friends 
that the Church does not move with the 
times. We are proud, of course, of 
being Catholics, and we should like to 
see the Church making more of the 
things which impress the world and 
adopting what is called a modern out- 
look. 

Why this insistence, we may ask, on 
works of charity? Why this inflexi- 
bility about the education of the young? 
Why this constant appeal for the or- 
phan, the fallen, the destitute, the de- 
fective? Why not leave all that to the 
state? Then, in matters of doctrine, 


why this emphasis on virtues which 
seem somewhat out of date or whose 
value seems exaggerated? Why must 
the Church always preach humility, 
mortification, the struggle against the 
passions? Why does she constantly 
hold up before the minds of her chil- 
dren such uncomfortable truths as 
death, judgment, and hell? What is 
the meaning of such criticism but that 
we are scandalized by the Church, that 
we would wish her to be different, that 
we would have her accommodate herself 
to the false notions of the age? 

Our Lord’s reply to the Baptist, then, 
would seem to have an application to 
us, who seem so far away from that 
event described in today’s Gospel. The 
reply of Our Lord shows the true na- 
ture of the work which He has com- 
missioned His Church to do. He did 
not found His Church to achieve 
worldly aims. The Church, faithful to 
the mind and inspiration of her 
Founder, does not feel called upon to 
accommodate herself to an age which 
is vain, sensual, selfish. Christ came 
to call sinners to repentance, to heal the 
contrite of heart; He came to give 
solace to those who were oppressed by 
the burden of life, to give deliverance 
to those who were prisoners of their 
passions and of false principles. 


LET US NOT JUDGE 
BY WORLDLY PRINCIPLES 


Let us see to it that we are not 
scandalized at the doctrine, the outlook, 
the activity of the Church. She looks 
on the world with the eyes of her 
Founder; she has for it His message 
of mercy, His powers of healing its 
ills of soul. And as the greatest disease 
of the world is sin, the Church has been 
sent, as Christ, Himself, was sent, pri- 
marily to call the sinner to repentance. 
We must, then, be constantly on our 
guard to prevent ourselves from judg- 
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ing the Church by the standards and 
principles of a material, sensual, sensa- 
tional world. It is very easy to become 
infected with these ideas which would 


almost unconsciously color our outlook. 
We must pray that we may never be 
scandalized by the Church which is 
faithful to the mind of her Founder. 


Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
The Woman and Her Seed 


“The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his ways” (Proverbs viii: 22). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) The place of Our Lady. 
(2) The woman and the seed. 
(3) Conclusion: the Immaculate Concep- 
tion is our glory, for she was made 
the Mother of men as well as of God. 


The Church puts these words into 
the mouth of the Blessed Virgin in the 
Mass of today and, consequently, would 
have us believe that in the work of re- 
storing a fallen world, a more wonderful 
work than its first founding, the figure 
of Our Lady was before God’s mind in 
all the stages of our redemption. 

She is at the beginning of God’s ways 
of restoration. The way of redemption 
was a long and painful one. It had 
many different stages; the call and pro- 
tection of the chosen people from whom 
the Redeemer was to spring; the In- 
carnation and the career of Jesus Christ 
from Bethlehem to His Ascension; the 
foundation of the Church which was to 
continue the work of Christ in the 
world; the long stages of the Church’s 
history and its long day’s work in the 
vineyard until the evening when the 
number of the elect will be made up. 
At the beginning of that long road is 
the glorious figure of Our Lady. By 
God’s design, she has a primary place 
in the work. We may say that, in the 
order of execution, she is the first step 
in the way since God had chosen her 
to be the Mother of the Redeemer. 
Does not the mother come before the 
child? She is, then, at the head of the 
shining road of salvation. The promise 
of the woman and her seed was held up 
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before the eyes of our first parents in 
Eden as they cowered before God in 
their guilt. 


THE PLACE OF OUR LADY 


The Blessed Virgin is thus at the 
beginning of God’s ways of mercy and 
of love, not, assuredly, as though she 
were alone and independent, but as 
most closely connected with the Re- 
deemer, as closely as a mother to her 
son. Did she not give Him His human 
nature, that nature by which He was 
to redeem the world? But He, the 
eternal Son of God, had already given 
an incomparable gift to His destined 
Mother. He possessed her at the very 
moment of her conception. He pre- 
pared her for the unspeakable honor 
of being His Mother by endowing her 
with graces unique in quality and meas- 
ure. His possession of her was com- 
plete both in time and in extent. She 
was all beautiful and without any stain 
of sin, either original or personal. Be- 
tween her and the enemy of the human 
race there was always a hostility. The 
grace by which He distinguished her 
from all others is her Immaculate Con- 
ception. 

We may easily come to underrate the 
true meaning of this privilege by think- 
ing of it in a negative way. We may 
see only one aspect of it, by consider- 
ing it as merely an escape, immunity, or 
dispensation; we may think that she 
merely escaped the lot of all the other 
descendants of Adam. This, in itself, 
is, of course, an immense glory. She is 
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unique among all the countless multi- 
tudes who have come into existence or 
who will come into existence until the 
end of time. She is a shining exception. 
She, alone, is lifted above the stream of 
contamination. Her glory is, in the 
strictest sense, singular; it belongs only 
to Mary. 

This is rather a negative way of look- 
ing at the Immaculate Conception; the 
truth is that it is a positive grace. She 
was preserved free from the taint of 
original sin in virtue of a unique grace. 
Her possession of sanctifying grace 
made her God’s child from the first 
moment of her existence. 

When Gabriel entered her room at 
Nazareth, he, the great Archangel, one 
of the seven who stand before the throne 
of God, greeted her as “full of grace.” 
Whether she, herself, knew the full truth 
of her unique holiness, we are not ex- 
plicitly told; but God had been pre- 
paring her for the place He had de- 
signed to give her in His plan for re- 
demption. He had placed her at the 
head of His ways by giving her a unique 
relationship with His Son, the Re- 
deemer. 


THE WOMAN AND THE SEED 


We cannot imagine the beauty of 
the immaculate soul as it left the cre- 
ative hands of God, the divine life and 
activity which are the result of grace, 
the complete docility to the Holy spirit, 
the immense merit, the humility, the 
joy in God, her Saviour. She has told 
us something of it in the Magnificat. 
The working of God in the souls of the 
saints, as we know from the writings of 
the contemplatives, is marvelous, but it 
pales into insignificance before the glory 
of His activity in the soul of the Im- 
maculate Virgin. 

Need we ask the reason for God’s 
dealing with this chosen soul? Have 
we not seen it already? Is it not indi- 


cated in the text? “The Lord possessed 
me in the beginning of his ways.” Be- 
cause she was placed at the beginning 
of God’s way of redemption, Mary is 
immaculate. Every grace and privil- 
ege of her life and career is due to God’s 
free choice of her to be the Mother of 
His Son. Surely God owed it to Him- 
self, to His Son made man, to His de- 
sign of redemption that she, who played 
so great a part in that design, should 
have been always holy to a unique de- 
gree... It was fitting that the woman, 
whose seed was to crush the serpent, 
should never even for a moment, have 
been in the power of that enemy. She, 
who was to be so close to the source of 
grace, should have shared in that grace 
above all others. By the Immaculate 
Conception, God laid the foundation of 
the worthy dwelling place which He 
was preparing for His Son made 
man. 

We must not forget that she, who 
played so great a part in the redemption 
of the rest of the human race, was her- 
self redeemed. But Her redemption 
was singular. Her Immaculate Con- 
ception is Her redemption; she was re- 
deemed by being preserved. This 
higher, nobler, holier, redemption may 
have been in her mind when she spoke 
her Magnificat. 

Now, on this day when we celebrate 
the great feast of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, what are our thoughts? First 
of all, we shall try to share the joy and 
gratitude of Our Lady, expressed in the 
Introit of the Mass. “I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord and my soul shall be 
joyful in my God; for He hath clothed 
Me with the garments of salvation and 
with the robe of justice He hath covered 
Me.” 

As we look back the length of the 
ways which God’s_ salvation has 
traveled, we see that holy, gracious fig- 
ure at the beginning. What a harbinger 
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she is of the good things to come. What 
a display of His mercy, His bounty, 
His grace, God has made in Her. 


Her glory is for us; she has been 
made the Mother of God that she might 
be the mother of men. 


Third Sunday of Advent 


Seeing Christ in Our Midst 


“There hath stood in the midst of you one whom you know not” (John i: 26). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) The Jews slow to recognize Him. 

(2) Do we fail to recognize Him? 

(3) The teaching of the Mystical Body in 
practice. 

4) Conclusion: if we see Christ in our 
neighbor, we are not only properly 
preparing ourselves for His birthday, 
but for the General Judgment as well. 


The Gospel of this Sunday narrates 
a momentous event in the career of 
St. John the Baptist. From the first 
moment of his public appearance he 
had produced a profound impression; 
men of all classes and from all parts 
of the country flocked to meet him. 
They came to hear his stern, compelling 
message; then they were baptized in 
the Jordan confessing their sins. The 
climax of his career came when a depu- 
tation of priests and Levites went out 
from Jerusalem, to question him pub- 
licly and officially regarding his claims. 
They came to ask him if he himself 
were the Messias. No greater tribute 
to the prestige of the Baptist could be 
imagined. John’s denial of such a 
claim was swift, impetuous, and com- 
plete. No, he was not the Messias nor 
Elias, nor even a prophet. He was 
merely a “voice crying in the wilder- 
ness,” sent to announce Christ’s com- 
ing and to prepare the people for His 
coming. Nay, He had already come 
and he, the Baptist already has recog- 
nized Him. “There hath stood in the 


midst of you one whom you know not.” 
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THE JEWS SLOW TO 

RECOGNIZE HIM 

Now it is true that, since Christ had 
not yet begun to manifest Himself, 
the ignorance of the priests and people 
in this instance was not blameworthy. 
The words, however, are fully to be 
verified in a later period of the public 
life when men are to witness His 
marvelous works, the healing of all 
manner of diseases, the miraculous 
feeding of the hungry. How slow will 
they be to recognize the lesson of these 
works! 

Even the Apostles, how little do they 
know Him! When they are refused 
hospitality in a certain town, John and 
James, two of the earliest disciples, 
burst out into angry denunciation and 
and beg Him to send down fire from 
heaven to destroy the town. At once 
He checks them: “You know not of 
what spirit you are.” They had surely 
learned very little of His meekness and 
forebearance. Later on, when He fore- 
tells His passion openly for the first 
time—that the Son of man will be 
handed over to the Gentiles, will be 
condemned, scurged, crucified—St. 
Peter will take Him aside and remon- 
strate with Him and try to dissuade 
Him from a course which was entirely 
opposed to what the disciples antici- 
pated. Then Christ’s withering re- 
buke: “Thou art a scandal unto me, be- 
cause thou savorest not the things that 
are of God, but the things that are of 








oe ae Te Cee ARE ee on 








THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 








men.” That malicious incredulity will 
reach its climax in the passion where 
He will be officially rejected by the 
whole nation. The faith of the Apostles 
will, of course, be sincere; but He can 
say at the last supper, with a sadness 
and disappointment, “Have I been so 
long a time with you and have you not 
known me?” Their jealousies, vanity, 
worldiness were so deep-seated that 
they resisted obstinately the lessons 
and example He gave them. He was 
in the midst of them and how imper- 
fectly they had known Him! 


DO WE FAIL TO RECOGNIZE HIM? 


As the Church puts this scene before 
us today, we shall do well to ask our- 
selves if it has any special application 
to us. Our first instinct would be to 
say that it has none. After all we are 
practicing Catholics and accept the 
teaching of the Church; we keep the 
Commandments; we receive the Sacra- 
ments. 

All that may be true, but is it the 
whole truth? Living in this modern 
world, in a highly complex civilization 
which has, to a large extent, lost sight 
of God, it is easy to dilute our religion, 
to compromise with the world which in- 
fluences us much more profoundly than 
we realize. It is easy to be a Christian 
or Catholic up to a point, but that point 
may be a low one in the scale. 

Remember that God is our first be- 
ginning and our last end; that the 
religion instituted by His Son claims 
the whole man and permeates our whole 
life. Our religious life is not a com- 
partment cut off from the other com- 
partments, not a thing to be lived apart 
merely within our own conscience or 
behind church doors. How strongly 
Christ emphasized that truth when He 
was asked what was the first com- 
mandment. “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with thy whole heart and with 


thy whole soul, and with thy whole 
mind.” The love and service of God is 
a complete and absorbing thing which 
should obtain in every region of life. 
What, then, would He say of a nig- 
gardly, ungracious service, which, per- 
haps, is only the scanty remnant left 
over from our service to the world? He 
is in the midst of us, but how imper- 
fectly we know Him, His claims, His 
rights. 

In this connection consider some of 
the implications of that fundamental 
truth of our religion, the Mystical 
Body; that Christ is the head and we 
the members in a spiritual union; that 
we live by Him and in Him spiritually; 
that in virtue of that union we have 
special relations with the Head and 
with the members. Do we realize in 
our ordinary life how exacting are 
these relations? You remember the 
account of the conversion of St. Paul, 
how he was overwhelmed and blinded 
by the power of God’s grace and heard 
the words, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou Me?” And when he asked who it 
was who spoke, he heard the reply, “T 
am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” But 
Saul was persecuting the Christians of 
Damascus. With these, then, Christ 
identifies Himself; when they are perse- 
cuted, He is persecuted also. 


THE MYSTICAL BODY 


Now we know this truth theoreti- 
cally; do we know it practically? Are 
my relations with my neighbor lighted 
up by this inspiring teaching. When I 
quarrel with my neighbor or illtreat 
him or hate him, do I realize that Christ 
takes that treatment as done to Him- 
self? What was true of the Mystical 
Body on the road to Damascus is true 
today. How little I know Christ, the 
whole Christ, as St. Augustine calls 
Him, Christ with His members! 

Or consider another application of 
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this great truth. You remember the 
account of the general judgment given 
in the Gospel of St. Matthew, where 
it is told how the Son of man shall 
come in power along with the angels 
and shall take His seat on the throne of 
His majesty; how all the nations shall 
be gathered before Him, and how He 
shall separate the goats from the sheep, 
the unjust from the blessed. And you 
remember on what principle that sepa- 
ration takes place. It is simply the 
exercise of practical charity toward the 
afflicted brethren. He expressly tells 
the blessed that He invites them to 
share His eternal kingdom because they 
ministered to the hungry and thirsty, 
to those ill and in prison, and they min- 
istered to Him. “Amen, I say to you 
as long as you did it to one of these my 
least brethren you did it to me.” 


“There hath stood in the midst of you 
one whom you know not.” We need a 
greater faith in Christ and in the part 
He has in our lives. If we are faithful 
to the spirit of Advent, we shall be 
granted a vision of Christ at Bethlehem, 
a vision of a Saviour who lies in a 
manger. That Child is the Son of God 
who has become man to be like us, to 
be one of us, to unite us with Himself 
in that mystical union by which He 
brings salvation to us. Remember that 
it is as man that He is the Head of the 
Mystical Body; that His incarnation 
thus has brought Him so close to us, 
has given Him so intimate a part in 
our human lives. Let us pray, then, 
that at this Christmas we may receive 
the grace to recognize better than ever 
before what the birth of the Saviour 
means to us in our everyday life. 


Fourth Sunday of Advent 


John the Baptist—Royal Pioneer 


“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths” (Luke iii: 4). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Sin, the chief obstacle. 

(2) Valleys to be filled; hills to be made 
low. 

(3) Conclusion: our vision of our salvation 
is in direct proportion to the efforts 
we make in preparing ourselves for 
his advent. 


The Gospel of today gives us what we 
may consider the opening scene of 
Christianity. The figure of the Bap- 
tist suddenly appears on the confines of 
the desert, that region of indescribable 
desolation which stretches from Jeru- 
salem to the Jordan, where he had spent 
his youth preparing for his mission. It 
seemed as if a prophet of the Old Testa- 
ment had suddenly come to life; his 
face, dress, and general appearance 
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spoke of the austerity of his life and of 
the consciousness of his mission. His 
voice rang out through the land and at 
once it was felt that a great prophet 
had arisen. 

He had come, he announced, to pre- 
pare the way for the coming of the 
Lord. His words would be at once 
understood by all who heard him, to 
whom the figure of a forerunner, a 
pioneer, was familiar. The Baptist 
was, then, the forerunner of the 
Messias; he had been sent by God to 
make ready the ways by which the 
Messias would come to His people. 
The way of God to man is not an easy 
one; sin, that of our first parents and 
our own, has made it difficult. The task 
of the Baptist, then, was to remove the 
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barrier of sin. The burden of his 
preaching was that his hearers should 
be baptized in the Jordan, thereby con- 
fessing their sins and repenting of them. 
This baptism was not the Christian 
sacrament; it was an act of faith, a rite 
blessed by God which would induce a 
mood of contrition by which sin would 
be remitted. The people responded to 
his message and something like a na- 
tional regeneration began. 


SIN, THE CHIEF OBSTACLE 


The ways of God to man are rough 
ways. St. Paul has described the al- 
most universal reign of sin: “For we 
have charged both Jews and Greeks 
that they are all under sin. As it is 
written: there is not any man just.” 

If God is to come to man, man must 
desire His coming; man must wish 
effectively his redemption, must wish to 
turn from sin. Of course, even in this 
work of desiring redemption, man still 
needs God’s grace. But God wants 
man’s co-operation and will not save 
him without his desire and collabora- 
tion. 

Consider in some detail that work 
which man is expected to do in order 
to make ready the ways of God. In 
the words of the Baptist, which are the 
words of Isaias, we shall find perhaps 
that certain practical steps are indi- 
cated. ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,” 
the Baptist cried. What is wrong with 
that way? What would a royal pioneer 
have to do on that road? What has to 
be remedied, what supplied, what re- 
moved? It is a crooked way which 
must be straightened. It has hollows 
which must be filled up; it has hills 
which must be removed; it is rough and 
it must be smoothed. Let us consider 
briefly a spiritual application of these 
directions. 

On our road we shall find gaps and 
valleys that must be filled, if we are 


to advance. There are things missing 
which only we can supply, which fi- 
delity to our religion demands of us. 
The kingdom of God is a pearl of great 
price; it means nothing less than the 
possession of eternal beatitude for us; 
a pearl for which a man will give all he 
possesses to get the wherewithal to 
secure it. In our religion we must be 
prepared for sacrifice, something from 
which human nature shrinks. Yet, what 
is achieved without it? What cause is 
advanced without sacrifice? You know 
from your own experience that success 
is always bought by sacrifice. God’s 
cause and interests demands sacrifice 
from us, too; the sacrifice which is 
demanded for our own salvation, for 
living as fervent Catholics. There is 
the sacrifice which the cause of Christ 
demands for the welfare of His Church, 
with its solicitude for education, for the 
sick and poor, for the foreign missions. 
We must give; we must fill up what is 
wanting; we must help to build up the 
causeway over which Christ can come 
to the world. 


HILLS TO BE MADE LOW 


Then, again, there are hills in our 
path which must be made low; these are 
the obstacles which simply block our 
advance and which must be removed. 
There are positive factors which effec- 
tively prevent me from being a good 
practicing Catholic. Are they certain 
rules or principles which I employ in my 
business, at which my conscience re- 
coils? Are they companionships which 
are fruitful occasions of sin? Yes, there 
may well be some hills and obstacles 
which block my way and which will 
assuredly stop my advance if I have 
not the courage to remove them. 

Or again the road is rough and must 
be smoothed. There is in me some im- 
patience, some uncharitableness, some 
uncontrolled temper which disedifies 


155 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





and irritates those who meet me, some 
indocility, some want of obedience or 
respect for the authority and teaching 
of the Church. These roughnesses do 
not make the road quite impassible; but 
how difficult they make it and how they 
slow down advance! 

That is the work that the Baptist in- 
vited us to do—to make a way on which 
God can come to us, a highway that is 
straight, that is level, that is smooth. 


Let his ery ring in our ears in these days 
of preparation. The coming of God’s 
Son means just everything to us. What 
a pity it would be if that coming were 
hindered or frustrated! ‘“AII flesh shall 
see the salvation of God,” the Baptist 
had said. We can be certain that our 
vision of that salvation, our sharing in 
the blessings which He will bring, will 
be in proportion to our own work of 
preparing His way to us. 


Christmas Day 


The Saviour Is Born 


“Behold, I bring to you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the people; 
for this day is born to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David” 
(Luke ii: 10, 11). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Spiritual significance of Christmas. 

(2) Christ brings a new set of values. 

(3) Our annual visit to Bethlehem. 

(4) Conclusion: that Child in the manger 
is the supreme grace and mercy to 
mankind, from whom we draw all 
benefits necessary for our salvation. 


How splendid and dramatic is the 
first announcement of the birth of the 
Saviour, and in such strong contrast 
with the other features of that event. 
It is midnight in the city of David, 
which is wrapped in silence and dark- 
ness. Out on the low hills near the 
city a group of shepherds are drowsily 
sitting over a fire beside a sheepfold. 
Suddenly there is a blaze of light and 
an Angel stood before them. They 
were terrified at this apparition; but 
he reassured them and made to them 
the most momentous announcement that 
had ever been made in the world. He 
had been sent to tell the good news for 
which the chosen people had waited for 
the thousands of years since their first 
parents had been driven from Paradise 
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by another Angel with the flaming 
sword. 

But the tidings of good news were 
not merely for the handful of men who 
crouched around the embers of a dying 
fire out there in the darkness of the 
hills around Bethlehem. Neither was 
it for the people of the city alone nor 
for the whole Jewish nation alone. It 
was for all the people, for all the world. 
It was for us also who prepare to cele- 
brate the feast of Christmas in this year 
of grace 1953. 

Christmas is for us a joyous season; 
it is the great family feast. It is the 
feast which commemorates the coming 
of the Son of God into a human family. 
Consequently, Christian families strive 
to come together for the feast, and big 
sacrifices are often made in order to 
sit at the family table and around the 
hearth for that day and night. If it 
is not possible for the members to be 
present in body at the family reunion, 
they try to be there in spirit by letter 


or message or presents. It is a season 
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of good cheer and of peace. Even dur- 
ing the horrors of two world wars the 
soldiers who fought to kill each other 
for every other day of the year, laid 
aside their weapons and hostility for 
that one day, the birthday of the Prince 
of Peace. 

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

OF CHRISTMAS 

There is a real danger that the joy 
of Christmas may be a purely material 
or natural joy; that the spiritual sig- 
nificance may be lost or almost entirely 
overlaid by the purely material associa- 
tions which have gathered around it. 
Consider only one proof of this absence 
of spiritual significance. How little 
does the normal Christmas card speak 
of the Infant of Bethlehem. A pagan 
who had never heard of the Incarna- 
tion, if he saw the Christmas celebra- 
tions of many Christian families, would 
he understand that he was witnessing 
the commemoration of the birth of the 
Saviour of the world? 

For weeks the Church has been pre- 
paring us to approach the feast in the 
true spirit, has been attuning us to the 
true significance and atmosphere of this 
first of Christian feasts. Advent is, 
by its nature, a season of expectation, 
of hope, of preparation; and every 
Advent should give us a greater appreci- 
ation of the birth of Christ and a deeper 
desire to benefit more fully by it. 

In the epistle of the first Mass of 
Christmas, which, liturgically, should 
be said at midnight, St. Paul explains 
what the feast should mean to Chris- 
tians. “The grace of God, Our Saviour,” 
he says, “hath appeared to us.” All 
God’s gifts to men are a grace and 
come from God’s bounty and are not 
due to man’s merit. But the Incarna- 
tion is the supreme grace. It is the 
grace of a Saviour for all the world. It 
is the supreme act of God’s mercy that 
He should so love the world as to give 


His Son. That Son by an unspeakable 
act of humiliation, an emptying out of 
Himself, as St. Paul calls the Incarna- 
tion, has become man, so that He can 
atone for the offense against God and 
restore man to the friendship of God. 
The Saviour, so long promised, so sorely 
desired, has come. Remember that He 
is our Saviour just as much as He is 
the Saviour of the shepherds; we are all 
equally helpless to repay the debt which 
we have contracted toward God. If we 
are again to be God’s children, then 
it must be through the passion of this 
Child who is born at Bethlehem. 
Surely we should make an effort to real- 
ize more deeply that this is the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

The Apostle goes on to indicate what 
is the lesson which the Saviour has to 
teach us. He wishes to school us in a 
life worthy of Christians. We are to 
put away irreverent thoughts and 
worldly appetites, and, thus, to live in 
the present world a life of justice and 
holiness. Christ came to teach us how 
to live rightly, how to make this pres- 
ent life a‘preparation for eternity. The 
bad example of the world without, the 
corruption of our fallen nature from 
within, are the enemies of our salvation 
which we must withstand and overcome. 
In that struggle, the Apostle goes on to 
show, we shall be heartened by the 
blessed hope we have in the second com- 
ing of the Saviour, that coming in power 
and majesty which will be such a strong 
contrast with the first coming both in 
manner and in purpose. 


CHRIST BRINGS A NEW 

SET OF VALUES 

The message of the new born Saviour 
at Bethlehem is as clear as it is essen- 
tial to all of us. Every detail of that 
first coming speaks of the new set of 
values He has come to introduce into 
the world. The Infant in swaddling 
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clothes, the manger, the stable, what a 
devastating light these throw on the 
outlook of the worldly, sensual man for 
whom life is an unbridled pursuit of 
riches, pleasures, whose only cult is that 
of comfort and luxury, whose life is 
governed by the principle that we are 
in this world to live for our own desires 
and satisfaction. The Saviour who lies 
in the straw at Bethlehem has a differ- 
ent principle to teach us; it is that we 
were made to be happy with God, that 
the enemy of our eternal welfare is our 
fallen nature. It is a lesson hard to 
learn; but the Saviour who comes to 
teach it, who is full of truth, is also 
full of that grace which will enable us 
to conquer ourselves and the world. 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and let 
us see the word which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath shown to us.” 
These are the words which the shep- 
herds said to one another when the 
Angel left them and the glory had faded. 
So they went over the hills in the dark- 
ness. In the silent city they found the 
Child with His Mother and St. Joseph. 
The Gospel tells us that “seting they 
understood of the word that had been 
spoken to them concerning the Child.” 
How much did they understand of the 
mystery of Bethlehem? We may be 
sure that the full mystery of the In- 
carnation had not been revealed to 
them. But they were the simple docile 


souls, these “little ones” to whom God 
reveals Himself; they had been granted 
sO impressive a vision that they be- 
lieved unhesitatingly what had been 
told to them. They were not scandal- 
ized by the swaddling clothes, the crib, 
the stable, at the sight of a Saviour who 
was an infant. It was their glory to 
have been the first to make the journey 
to Bethlehem. By their faith and sim- 
plicity they are an example and in- 
centive to all those who were to make 
the journey after them. 


OUR ANNUAL VISIT TO BETHLEHEM 


And, in a sense, what is the recur- 
rence of Christmas but a journey to 
Bethlehem? The Church invites us each 
year to make the journey, to enter the 
lowly cave, to kneel at the crib, to try 
once more to understand the truth 
about the Child. What a message of 
good tidings is given to all who come to 
Bethlehem! That Child who lies in the 
manger is the supreme grace of God to 
mankind; He is the supreme mercy; He 
is the supreme act of God’s love to the 
world. He is the Son of God made 
man; He is the Saviour. He came to 
the world full of grace and truth. From 
Him, as from an unfailing and unique 
source, we draw these benefits so neces- 
sary for us: truth for our mind that we 
may know God’s will for us and grace 
that we may be able to accomplish it. 


Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity 


The Rejection of Christ 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Prophecy of Simeon. 
(2) Blinded by malice. 
(3) Hostility toward the Church. 
(4) Conclusion: we may help bring to the 
truth, by our Catholic example, those 
who today still reject the teachings of 


Jesus. 


The Gospel of this Sunday is in sharp 
contrast with that of Christmas day; 
it gives us, not merely a change of scene, 
but a strange change of outlook. Forty 
days after His birth, according to the 
requirements of the law, the Child was 
carried to the Temple to be presented 
to the Lord as a first-born son. It was 
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the first visit of Jesus to His Father’s 
Temple, and His presentation, which 
seemed a matter of routine to the 
priests who ministered at the rite, was 
of immense significance in the designs 
of God. The first-born son of every 
Jewish family was claimed by God as 
a return for having saved the Jewish 
children when the Angel of death 
visited the Egyptian households. To 
keep alive, then, the memory of God’s 
mercy, the first-born son was presented 
to the Lord in the Temple and then 
ransomed back by his parents for the 
payment of five sheckles of silver. 
What was a true ransoming for all other 
children was, for Mary’s Son, only a 
figurative one. He was not truly re- 
stored to His Mother; He was really 
dedicated as a victim; the ceremonial 
presentation might be said to be the 
dedication to his mission. 


PROPHECY OF SIMEON 

That significance was in some way 
made known to His Mother and to St. 
Joseph by means of the holy old man, 
Simeon. What had been hidden from 
the official priesthood was revealed to 
one of those holy souls who represented 
and carried on the best traditions of 
Jewish Old Testament spirituality. 
Simeon had been granted a revelation 
by the Holy Spirit that he would see 
the Christ of the Lord before his death; 
and, on the occasion of the Presenta- 
tion, he was granted his favor. When 
the Child was manifested to him, he 
greeted Him as the light of the world 
and the glory of His people. And then 
he addressed the Mother, who had gra- 
ciously placed the Child in his arms, 
with words which seemed strangely dis- 
cordant with the occasion. “Behold 
this Child is set for the fall and for the 
resurrection of many in Israel and for 
a sign that shall be contradicted.” It 


was a strange, disturbing message to 
give Mary on a day that should have 
had only joyous thoughts. 

But Simeon had been inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and his words were a 
prophecy of the future of Jesus. He 
was the light of the world, but the dark- 
ness did not always comprehend Him. 
He was sent for the resurrection of 
many, indeed of all. His sacrificial 
death would be sufficient to redeem a 
thousand worlds. He had come to seek 
and save those who were lost by the sin 
of our first parents. But how then could 
the Saviour bring ruin? He came to 
offer the grace of redemption to all who 
were willing to accept it. Alas, all 
would not be willing to accept. It is 
one of the salient features of His life 
that His offer was rejected, His claims 
contradicted, His words of truth and 
life disbelieved. His miracles, His doc- 
trine, His virtues, all should have been 
more than sufficient proof of the truth 
of His mission. It was the tragedy of 
His life that He offered to men light, 
grace, truth, redemption, only to be 
repulsed and persecuted as a malefac- 
tor. 


BLINDED BY MALICE 


During the course of His public life 
Christ felt Himself constantly in con- 
tact with men who refused to believe, 
men who hardened their hearts to grace, 
who steeled themselves against the 
power of His works and the attraction 
of His words. These were men who 
blinded themselves by their malice. He 
pointed out to such men that it was 
their wickedness which prevented them 
from seeing the light. His love and 
merey were met by hatred. To such 
men the Saviour was a cause of ruin; 
to them He was a sign of contradiction 
and they responded to His doctrine with 
disbelief and hostility. We have fre- 
quent glimpses of the malevolent 
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Scribes and Pharisees, lurking on the 
outskirts of the crowd when He was 
preaching, trying to trap Him in His 
words, putting specious questions, doing 
all they could to embroil Him with the 
people or with the rulers. 

That prophecy of Simeon spoken so 
long ago in the Temple to the Virgin 
Mother—how true it is of today! For 
us, as for the early Jews, there is no 
other name given under heaven by 
which we may be saved. There is one 
important difference. Jesus Christ does 
not preach to us in His visible person, in 
His own voice. He preaches now 
through His Church, which must be con- 
sidered as a continuation of Himself 
and his work through the ages. He 
founded and endowed it for that pur- 
pose; He gave it His truth and guaran- 
teed that it would guard that truth 
faithfully and teach it to the world 
undefiled. He gave it His grace and 
sacraments. He gave it His spiritual 
authority. “He that heareth you 
heareth Me.” 

That sacred character of the Church 
is always visible and makes the Church 
of Christ quite unlike any human insti- 
tution. Its holiness of doctrine, the sac- 
raments, its ever pulsing life, its mar- 
velous unity in the midst of its world- 
wide diffusion, its manifest exemption 
from the laws of decay and decrepitude 
which govern all other bodies—these 
and other signs mark it out clearly as 
Christ’s foundation and as living by His 
power and life. 


HOSTILITY TOWARD THE CHURCH 


We Catholics are often scandalized 
by the hostility and bitterness of cer- 
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tain non-Catholics. We fall in with 
men who seem to be honest and sincere 
and to live good lives; but the mention 
of the Church arouses in them a strange 
bitterness; they seem to forget their 
good sense and good nature; we are sur- 
prised by the hostility they manifest; 
by the perverted ingenuity with which 
they seek to reject its claims. Making 
all due allowance for prejudice, the 
prejudice of family, education, environ- 
ment, which can be amazingly strong 
and which can very effectively close the 
eyes to the light, still, only too often do 
we meet with what we feel to be bad 
faith, a perversity, an unwillingness to 
believe, which renders all advances of 
the Church unavailing. 

We Catholics have a special duty to 
try to remove or soften this bitterness 
and rancor. We have, through God’s 
mercy, the truth and grace. How much 
of them is seen in our lives? Our con- 
versation, our way of acting, our charity 
and justice, our general outlook on life, 
should they not do much to win such 
men from their perverse, sullen dispo- 
sition? If we were more faithful to our 
obligations as Catholics, we could do 
a great deal to radiate to the world in 
which we live, the light and sweetness 
of Christ. We must keep constantly in 
mind the command of Christ, “So let 
your light shine before men that they 
may see your good works and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.” The 
non-Catholies among whom we live and 
work, whom we meet in social or busi- 
ness relations, will not fail to see that 
we are different from themselves; they 
will see that that difference is due to 
our fervent practice of our religion. 























Specific Areas in College 
Religion 


By the RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


‘hws DOMINANT THOUGHT in the 
minds of college teachers of Religion 
is to prepare the student in Religion to 
face and to solve the problems of faith 
and morals with which he is confronted 
in today’s world. If we find a great 
variety of courses adopted in college 
Religion, if there is seeming confusion 
in regard to the content of these courses, 
we must, writes Dr. Simonitsch, trace 
this wide difference of opinion chiefly 
to two conditions: 

“First, the trend indicated has not 
yet developed sufficiently to allow 
the departments to crystallize their 
thought on the problems involved in 
such a change. Second, the aims of 
the departments are in need of more 
definite specification, even if they are 
formulated only provisionally, in or- 
der to help further the clarification 
of the present trend.’ 

Changes in curricula, courses, or con- 
tent are serious matters and call for 
considered action. The director of the 
department is not to be discouraged 
by the fact that he cannot achieve suc- 
cess in his first attempt at readjust- 
ment. If the changes are made on the 
basis of a long-term plan in which re- 
ligious superiors, the administrators of 
the institution, and the members of the 
Department of Religion are interested 
and working together, there is every 


1 Religious Instruction in Catholic Colleges 
for Men. By Rev. Roland G. Simonitsch, 
CS.C., Ph.D. (Catholic University Press, 
Washington, D. C., 1952). 


reason to hope that ultimate success 
will crown their efforts. The necessity 
of careful choice of content for laymen 
is pointed up by the fact that the lay 
student cannot assign to Religion the 
number of hours which is demanded of 
a& seminarian in his philosophical and 
theological preparation for the priest- 
hood, and yet this college layman is ex- 
pected to cover the same field. The 
problem is accentuated by the fact that 
many schools have only two or three 
years, instead of four years of religious 
instruction. Even a full four-year 
course apportions less than three hun- 
dred hours to the subject of Religion; 
those who build the curriculum are 
faced with this stark fact. 


THE MATTER OF EMPHASIS 


Our author attempted in a question- 
naire on content and specific areas to 
determine the content material that 
was preferred by the respective respon- 


dents. His questionnaire dealt with 
Dogma, Apologetics, and Christian 
Morals. The first question asked: 


“Tn the field of Dogma, which five 
topics do you consider deserving of 
most class emphasis today?” 

It is a difficult question to answer be- 
cause all of the dogmatic teaching of 
the Church is important. The time ele- 
ment demands that a choice be made of 
those certain beliefs that should be 
stressed at a given time in accord with 
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the needs of the students and other 
factors. 


“By way of example, the revival 
of interest among theologians in 
Mystical Body Theology, and the 
frequent statements of Popes Pius 
XI and Pius XII on Catholic Action, 
have certainly thrown new light on 
the socio-dogmatic implications oi 
the sacraments of Baptism, Con- 
firmation and Holy Orders.” 


The replies received in answer to 
this first question did not represent a 
great departure from traditional dog- 
matic content. The respondents were 
concerned rather with the approach to 
the content to be presented. The ques- 
tion itself did not restrict them to five 
topics. While some offered only one 
or two suggestions, many gave more 
than the indicated five topics. Five 
of the schools gave no answer. The 
author lists the results under certain 
headings, and gives the exact words of 
the respondents. This is done that the 
reader may better grasp the particular 
slant of their interests. Under the 
heading, “God, Creation, and Man,” 
seven answers specified the existence 
of God as a dogmatic topic; five answers 
indicated the fall of man and original 
sin; four respondents chose God and 
Creation; and four selected the last 
things as a topic. Other topics receiv- 
ing one or two votes were the Blessed 
Trinity; God, the Creator and Law- 
Giver; existence of a personal God; 
Creation and God’s purpose; provi- 
dence; the Fatherhood of God; the 
Fatherhood and Love of God; the na- 
ture of man; the creation, fall, and ele- 
vation; heaven; and existence and jus- 
tice of eternal damnation. 

Under the heading, “Christ,” the out- 
standing topic was the Divinity of 
Christ, mentioned by ten respondents. 
The Incarnation was mentioned by five; 
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the Redemption by four; Christ and 
Redemption, and the Life of Christ 
by three each. Other topics, all deal- 
ing with the Person of Christ, His work 
and His relation to us, were mentioned 
by one or two of the respondents. 
Under the heading, “The Church,” 
the Mystical Body was the topic ap- 
pealing to the greatest number, four- 
teen. Seven contented themselves with 
the general topic of the Church while 
five gave mention to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Other topics, all of which were 
well within traditional dogmatic con- 
tent and seemed to indicate some 
special emphasis favored by the’ re- 
spondent, received one or two votes. 
Under the final heading, “The Sacra- 
ments and Spiritual Life,” grace, its 
nature and meaning, was mentioned 
twelve times; the general topic of the 
supernatural, seven times; the Sacra- 
ments, seven times; the Mass, five 
times; Marriage, three times. Other 
topics receiving one or two votes were 
the Holy Spirit and grace; the super- 
natural life and all that it involves; 
supernatural destiny ; sacramental prin- 
ciples; sacramental system, as a means 
of grace, especially Baptism, Penance, 
and Matrimony; Holy Orders; the 
Eucharist and the Mass; the Liturgy, 
in the strict sense of the word; the in- 
corporation of the Christian into 
Christ; the social aspects of the Sacra- 
ments; sacramental life; and prayer. 


ADAPTING TO CURRENT NEEDS 


Some respondents amplified their 
statements with explanatory comments: 
“The Incarnation of Christ in time; 
that He becomes incarnate in every 
generation today”; “Most of the in- 
struction should be on Christ”; “Dogma 
is concerned with the Christian super- 
natural life; give them our participa- 
tion in the supernatural life”; “Dogma 
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of grace in the practical order, with a 
deeper appreciation of the superna- 
tural”; “(Offer) the public Life of 
Christ, and emphasize the attitudes of 
Christian life”; “Catholic Action, with 
its roots in Baptism, Confirmation, and 
the Mystical Body”; and “the impli- 
sation of Dogma for personal holiness.”’ 
These added comments evidence a de- 
termination to make the application of 
doctrine in the practical order. Doc- 
tor Simonitsch found it worthy of note 
that a number of schools were inter- 
ested in presenting the doctrine on the 
Church by means of the Mystical Body 
approach rather than through the usual 
apologetic - dogmatic argumentative 
forms. 


THE COURSE IN APOLOGETICS 


Our author framed a series of four 
questions (questions 2-5) with a view 
to discovering the opinions of educa- 
tors in regard to the content of the 
Apologetics course. There are really 
three schools of thought in the matter. 
The first calls for revision of apologetic 
content to meet present-day problems; 
the second recommends dropping Apolo- 
getics as a special course in the un- 
dergraduate school; the third favors 
incorporation of desired apologetic 
materials into other courses. Question 
2 of the questionnaire reads: 


“Do you consider the traditional 
Apologetics course, as found in Shee- 
han or Madgett, an adequate course 
for today’s students?” 


A summary of replies received reveals 
that the vote was almost two to one 
against the traditional Apologetics 
course. Thirty-four per cent voted af- 
firmatively and the remaining sixty- 
six per cent cast either a negative or 
a doubtful vote that qualified as a nega- 
tive. As was to be expected, the votes 


were given with the school’s own 
Apologetics textbook, or unpublished 
notes that served as a textbook, in 
mind. The responses referred to quite 
a variety of textbooks, but all of these 
textbooks contained the traditional ap- 
proach to Apologetics and did not 
represent the so-called modern Apolo- 
getics. It is to be noted that eight of 
the fourteen votes favoring the cur- 
rently used Apologetics textbook came 
from institutions of one religious com- 
munity. Even when these eight votes 
are accepted at full value, we still 
have sixty-six per cent of the respond- 
ents who are dissatisfied, at least in 
some measure, with existing texts. 

Some of the affirmative answers have 
qualifications which might construc- 
tively convert the affirmative into a 
negative. “Yes; with the proper ap- 
proach, modifications, stresses, and 
applications,” is a vote of this type. 
Another respondent, favoring the cur- 
rent text, counsels giving the course in 
the third or fourth year; presumably he 
is teaching it in an earlier year. Speak- 
ing of the Sheehan text, another teacher 
inakes this comment: 


“For some it is a revelation, but 
for other students, who have had 
good high-school Apologetics, it needs 
to be blown up with the wider im- 
plications of Apologetics.” 


The Madgett text falls under certain 
strictures; in the words of one teacher: 


“But we still have to show the 
student where the present-day way 
of life comes from. They’ve got to 
be aware of what happens today.” 

One school using Fichter’s text: 


“It follows the traditional line, 
which is not brought up to date.” 


Another teacher, speaking of a num- 
ber of textbooks he has seen, writes: 
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“They're too cut and dried for the 
most part. They have some inter- 
esting matter, but need modern orien- 
tation and presentation of problems 
and perplexities. Modern treatment, 
illustration, and argument.” 


Another critic of traditional textbooks 
gives some constructive comments: 


“The bases are good, but the appli- 
cations to problems that the college 
student of today meets are not there, 
or they are only germinally there. 
Communism’s appeal to replace the 
Church; the modern version of 
Church and State; the Church in 
politics, are subjects troubling the 
entire world today, together with 
family questions and education, as 
viewed by the Church. Also the 
Church and modern philosophy.” 


Perhaps it is extreme to say with one 
respondent that each school ought to 
get out an Apologetics. We can accept 
recommendation of one respondent that 
there should be much more adaptation 
to current needs. 

Our author calls upon those who 
answered in the affirmative to give 
reasons for their answer. Question 3 
of the questionnaire reads: 


“Tf your answer to the second 
question was affirmative, kindly indi- 
cate the reasons for your answer.” 


“These books (the traditional type) 
are fundamental,” says one affirmative 
respondent; another commends the 
textbook, but recommends that it be 
taught in the senior year. “In the 
time that can be given to this, there is 
little possibility of attempting more,” 
is the justification which one teacher 
gives for favoring the current text- 
book. Another teacher likes the text- 
book for its basic work and tells us of 
his practice of reserving the last ten 
minutes to the class for any phase of 
Religion that they may wish to discuss 
within the group. 
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EGO VERO CONTRA 


Dr. Simonitsch was interested also in 
the reasons behind the negative an- 
swers. 

“Tf your answer to the second ques- 
tion was negative, kindly indicate 
the reasons for your answer.” 

The respondents were asked to tell 
why they did not favor the traditional 
textbooks. Many of the comments re- 
ceived were short and to the point. 


“We need to touch more modern 
problems from the apologetic angle.” 

“The purely intellectual approach 
is not sufficient.” 


A user of Madgett had this qualifica- 
tion: 


“T believe the teaching should be 
positive.” 
A teacher who had used Doyle gave 
this extended comment: 


“Strict, scientific Apologetics, as in 
seminaries, is too advanced. It is 
pretty grim for the students to 
stomach. There is so much to be 
put into the curriculum that is more 
important than Apologetics, that I 
think it should be dropped as the 
course is being taught now.” 


A respondent who was currently teach- 
ing no Apologetics gave his opinion of 
the old course. 


“The modern apologetic is_ the 
Christian way of life in this world. 
The old _ course _ psychologically 
hampers the student. Teach Chris- 
tians and you will have to bring it 
in with its proper meaning. We are 
only teaching minds now.” 


Another pleads for teaching students 
to live Christianity, not to debate it. 
This latter procedure creates an argu- 
mentative, defensive mentality, and 
brings up more confusion than it an- 
swers. Many students are unable to 
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penetrate deeply enough into the argu- 
ments, and this generates doubts within 
their own minds. 


“They are more interested in liv- 
ing, or, at least, in wanting to know 
how to live their Religion, than in 
knowing all the profundities.” 


The final question of the group on 
Apologetics is this: 


“Tf your answer to the second ques- 
tion was negative, what apologetic 
approach would you suggest? Please 
comment as fully as possible, since 
there is an opinion among some edu- 
cators today that we should change 
both the content and approach in 
this particular course.” 


Our author does nothing more than 
record the statements. Again we meet 
the suggestion that “the field is too 
narrow and should be broadened into 
discussions on particular present-day 
problems, such as materialism, liberal- 
ism, ete.” One respondent advises 
throwing out the traditional course and 
using the words of Our Lord regarding 
Himself and the Kingdom. The excel- 
lence of the textbooks in traditional 
Apologetics is conceded by some 
teachers, but they express a desire for 
the same kind of book written at a 
lower level. We need the traditional 
arguments as presented by Doyle, says 
one teacher, while another finds Fen- 
ton’s textbook too difficult for college 
students. 


INCORPORATED APOLOGETICS 


The advocates of caring for Apolo- 
getics in other courses come to the fore 
again; one department head speaks of 
the need to prepare teachers so that this 
incorporation of apologetical materials 
into the other courses can be made 
properly. It is emphasized that the 
very first element of a good defense is 
that you meet the elements that need 


defending. If the right of the student 
to ask questions is conceded, the teacher 
meets the problems agitating the minds 
of the students. At the same time stu- 
dents must be taught that their lives 
are the best apologetic among their 
neighbors. Many respondents demand 
greater maturity in the students. They 
should not be required to undertake 
Apologetics until they have had three 
years of vital theology. 

Other respondents do not agree with 
this “incorporated” course in Apolo- 
getics. We quote one who states his 
position convincingly: 


“Apologetics must keep its relative 
position in the sequence of courses. 
An apologetic theme permeating the 
whole structure is not desirable. The 
students should be prepared to give 
a reason for their faith, but it should 
never eclipse the primary goal of liv- 
ing a Christian life. While retaining 
the traditional apologetic content as 
a basic approach, provision must be 
made for contemporary religious 
problems common to Catholic life in 
the United States. It should be made 
to meet the challenges that are real 
one... ..” 


Dr. Simonitsch has found that some 
schools, which have discontinued a for- 
mal presentation of the course in the 
undergraduate school, are incorporating 
pertinent material into other courses. 
Other schools express a wish to main- 
tain the traditional content and type 
of text, but the general trend is certainly 
away from this stand. “The new in- 
terests,” concludes our author, “seem to 
fall into one or more of the following 
categories: historical, scriptural, mod- 
ern problems, and moral Apologetics.” 
With this vigorous new development, 
there seems but little danger that our 
schools will abandon Apologetics. 

The field of education in Morals has 
been the subject of serious study during 


165 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





the past ten years. Dr. Simonitsch’s 
question asks, “In the field of Christian 
Morals, which do you consider the five 
most important subjects to be treated 
in college today?” The respondents 
nominated quite a number of subjects, 
but of this number our author listed 
only the subjects mentioned more than 
once. He admits that all these sub- 
jects, with a bit of explanation, could 
have been included under the two great 
commandments of Christ, love of God, 
and love of neighbor. Thirty-nine 
respondents gave a total vote of forty- 
seven to marriage, family, sex, and sex 
education; twenty-four votes to jus- 
tice and honesty; and eighteen to char- 
ity. Loyalty to the Church and to 
religious practice received a combined 
vote of fifteen. The four cardinal vir- 
tues received a less impressive vote, 
with American citizenship mentioned 
only twice. Isolated topics include 
problems in professions, especially in 
political life; principles covering the 
field of social relations; practical moral 
problems, like those arising in the fields 
of education, capital and labor; moral 
problems found in current newspapers; 
and trade unionism. It is the desire of 
the respondents to treat of specific prob- 
lems existing in society today, not to 
present a general course in speculative 
Moral Theology. 


THE ETHICS COURSE 


The answers to the next question in- 
dicate the subjects to which most time 
is given in the various Moral courses as 
now offered. Since seventeen of the 
twenty-one schools teaching a special 
Morals course adhere closely to a text- 
book, the amount of time devoted to a 
given subject is in large measure deter- 
mined by the space assigned it in the 
textbook. There is the hazard in this 
practice that adequate treatment and 
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emphasis may not be given to some 
materials now considered quite impor- 
tant for the Catholie student’s life in 
existing society. The 46 per cent of 
the schools visited that do not offer a 
special course in Christian Morals were 
asked to indicate their reasons for ex- 
cluding Morals from their curricula. 
Among the advanced were 
these: given the knowledge and love of 
Christ and His Church, the morals will 
take care of themselves; the chaplain 
takes care of the Morals; the Morals 
course is woven through all the other 
courses; Moral is merely taught as it 
comes up through the Scriptures; Ethics 
substitutes for our Morals course. 

This final statement gives rise to the 
question as to whether Ethics can be 
substituted for a Christian Morals 
course. Our author found that a con- 
siderable number of respondents felt 
that Ethies can never be considered a 
substitute for a course in Christian 
morality, since Ethics does not include 
the teachings of revelation and cannot 
give Christian motivation. It is a 
mistake to give time and attention to 
Ethies to the prejudice of Christian 
Morals. “Too many people today,” 
declares one respondent, “think that by 
teaching Ethics in the Philosophy De- 
partment, they are fulfilling their 
moral obligation to the students. The 
Christian Virtues cannot be taught from 
the standpoint of reason alone.” 


reasons 


MORAL TRAINING OF 
PRE-PROFESSIONALS 


Dr. Simonitsch seeks in the final two 
questions of his questionnaire to deter- 
mine the attitude of religious educators 
toward an expanded Christian Morals 
course that has been proposed, a course 
that all students should be required to 
take. He has found that many would 
prefer to establish a combination dog- 
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matic-ascetial-morals course and he 
asks his respondents to express their 
opinion of this proposal. Twenty-six 
of the thirty-seven schools responding 
answered with a simple affirmative, 
approving of the expanded Christian 
Morals course and of the proposal to 
supplant the existing Morals course 
with the combination course just de- 
scribed. Only eight of the thirty-seven 
schools stood for retaining the Ethics 
course, and only four of these eight 
wished to use it as the exclusive course 
in Morals. The Head of a Department 
of Philosophy gave it as his opinion 
that there is something wrong with the 
administration of a religious school that 
requires of all students three or six 
credits in Ethics, but only two credits 
in Christian Morals, or none at all. 
The final question asks whether there 
is any distinction made in Religion 
courses given to the students in the 


various colleges or departments, ¢.g., 
Law, Medicine, Pre-Medical, Engineer- 
ing, Social and Physical Sciences. 
Ninety per cent of the respondents an- 
swered the question negatively. The 
remaining ten per cent had established 
something in the way of a special offer- 
ing for pre-professional students, if only 
an occasional seminar or a few lectures. 
We do not know, writes Dr. Simonitsch, 
the reason for the notable absence of 
Christian moral instruction in the areas 
mentioned in his question. Here is a 
subject that needs more study. The 
results of such a study may bring home 
to Catholic educators that they must 
provide their professional students, be- 
fore or after their entrance into the 
professional school, with distinctive 
Christian moral instruction which gives 
them the answer to the questions and 
problems that they will meet in their 


professional lives. 
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QO UESTIONS Answ KRED 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 





Are Pre-Nuptial Oaths Rash? 


Question: The regulations made by 
the Church often require that two or 
more persons give their testimony to 
establish the freedom to marry of per- 
sons who have lived elsewhere. How 
can anyone properly take an oath that 
these parties are free, or that they were 
never married, especially in the case 
of servicemen? Is not such an oath 
rash? And would not the suppletory 
oath of the parties suffice, and thus 
avert countless rash oaths? 

IGNORANS. 


Answer: Because the law of the 
Church requires sworn testimony in 
these matters, we know that the oaths 
taken by those who testify concerning 
freedom to marry are not rash oaths. 
Assurance of marital freedom is so im- 
portant that requiring an oath to gain 
it is justifiable. By this means there 
is obtained greater certitude that the 
truth has been told and that any exist- 
ing obstacles to the marriage have been 
revealed. 

The question, then, presumably deals 
with the seeming rashness of one who 
would swear that another person is free 
to marry, especially when the prospec- 
tive spouse is a serviceman, about whose 
past it is often difficult to secure re- 
liable information. 

Actually, witnesses in the pre-nuptial 
investigation are not asked to prove 
that someone else is free to marry. All 
that is sought from them is what they 
can tell to the best of their knowledge. 
Thus, according to the sample ques- 
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tionnaire provided by the Instruction of 
the Sacred Congregation of the Sacra- 
ments on this matter,! one is to ask the 
witness does he know whether or not 
the parties have ever contracted mar- 
riage, whether or not there are any im- 
pediments, whether or not the parties 
are marrying freely, etc. If the wit- 
ness does not know, he should say so. 
However, those contemplating mar- 
riage will usually name as supporting 
witnesses persons who have some 
knowledge of them. 

Hence, a mother can honestly state 
and swear that her son has never pre- 
viously contracted marriage, even when 
he was in service. It is true that a 
secret marriage is possible, but we do 
not ask or expect people to testify con- 
cerning mere possibilities. We ask for 
information which they can normally 
be expected to have about matters con- 
cerning which they will usually have 
moral certitude. If any individual 
does not possess knowledge or certitude 
of this kind, he can say so, and his 
oath will only be stronger evidence of 
the statements that he has made. One 
who would swear to the truth of some- 
thing about which he is not certain 
would be acting unlawfully, but no wit- 
ness in the pre-nuptial investigation is 
supposed to do this, or is asked to swear 
rashly in this manner. 





‘June 29, 1941; Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 
XXXIII, p. 297, Bouscaren, Canon Law 
Digest (Bruce, Milwaukee, 1943), Vol. II, pp. 
253-276. 
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Is a Promise To Try Sufficient? 


Question: <A penitent confesses the 
sin of birth prevention, and inquiry dis- 
closes that he is the offender in the 
case. Attempts by the confessor to get 
a sincere promise of amendment bring 
only statements such as: “I will try, 
but I’ll not promise anything that I 
know I cannot fulfill.” Nothing more 
than this can be obtained. What is one 
to do? Should the confessor refuse ab- 
solution, absolve unconditionally, or 
judge that the penitent is probably re- 
solved to do his best, despite the fears 
expressed, so that absolution may be 
given conditionally? 

UNCERTAIN. 


Answer: If a penitent, who has been 
guilty of birth prevention, says that he 
will “try to do better,” judgment of 
his sincerity depends much upon the 
means or method of contraception 
which he has employed. If he has been 
using a condom, or if a woman penti- 
tent has been using means such as 
vaginal jellies or lotions, or a dia- 
phragm to close off the entrance to the 
uterus, the only satisfactory reply to 
the confessor’s interrogations will be a 
sincere and definite promise to get rid 
of these evil means, whatever they may 
be. For example, one should not ac- 
cept, as sufficient for absolution, the 
promise of a husband who says that 
he will try to avoid contraception, but 
who will not promise to rid himself 
without delay of the instruments which 
he employs in that practice. The re- 
fusal outweighs anything else he might 
say about trying to do the right thing, 
and it indicates that he does not have 
the required firm purpose of avoiding 
mortal sin. 

This is a different situation from that 
of married persons who have engaged 
in mutual lovemaking, and who at times 
have continued this knowingly to the 
point of complete satisfaction for one 
or both, without completing the marital 


act properly. Those who have been 
guilty of mortal sin in this respect 
might well say that they will try to do 
better, meaning that they will honestly 
endeavor not to fall into mortal sin by 
willfully allowing their passions to get 
out of control. Of course, one must 
here estimate the gravity of the reason 
which would justify a couple’s engaging 
in actions that are seriously exciting, 
without their intending to complete the 
marital act. A wife’s serious physical 
disability would compensate for their 
going much farther in manifesting af- 
fection for each other, despite the 
greater danger of complete satisfaction, 
than would less serious reasons ad- 
vanced by another couple.” It is ob- 
vious that, when judging sincerity of 
dispositions in such cases, one must be 
on guard against those whose mind and 
intention are really contraceptive and 
who have no sufficient reason for re- 
fraining from completion of the 
marriage act in these circumstances. 

If a penitent of this second category 
says that he will try to do better, but 
that he will not promise something that 
he is unable to fulfill, the confessor 
must determine just what he means by 
this. Some persons think that they can- 
rot sincerely promise amendment, be- 
cause they have frequently fallen in 
the past and because they fear that 
they will fall again soon. To them it 
must be explained that the fear or the 
danger of future sins does not mean 
present insincerity. A penitent of this 
kind needs much encouragement and 
needs to be helped to a better appre- 
ciation of the grace of God. In these 
circumstances, the confessor can usually 
arrive at a certain judgment that the 
penitent is sincere and is properly dis- 
posed. 


* Theologiae Moralis Principia, Responsa, 
Consilia. By Arthur Vermeersch, S.J. (Rome, 
Gregorian University, 1944), Vol. IV, n. 73. 


171 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





On the other hand, if one were merely 
promising to try, without really intend- 
ing to do his best, and without being 
firmly resolved to avoid mortal sin, 
he would not deserve absolution. If the 
priest were sure that such were the 
penitent’s dispositions, he could not 
lawfully grant absolution. However, 
it is more likely that he will not have 
this certainty. In case of doubt as to 
the penitent’s dispositions, the most 
that can be done is to give conditional 
absolution. 

To do this, the confessor should have 
a serious reason, which may be found 
in the danger that the person will aban- 
don the Sacraments entirely, if absolu- 
tion be refused to him. Another cause 
would be the fact that the time for ful- 
fillment of the Easter duty is about to 
expire. In cases such as these, the con- 
fessor may be justified in giving con- 
ditional absolution. 

If the same penitent returns time 
and time again, with the same promise 
“to try,” but not willing “to promise 
what he knows he cannot fulfill,” the 
results will show that there is not a 
genuine, firm purpose of amendment. 
The confessor, in such a case, will even- 
tually reach a point at which he judges 
that absolution must be denied, be- 
cause the promise, as stated, has proved 
tc be insufficient and unsatisfactory. If 
this need arise, it would be well to ex- 
plain to the penitent how things stand, 
and to give him, so to speak, one more 
chance. 

It is most regrettable to be obliged 
to refuse absolution to anyone, but on 
some occasions it must be done. When 
this happens, the fault is the penitent’s. 
This should be made clear to him in a 
kind, tactful, but firm manner. Fac- 
ing the reality of denial of absolution 
may be the goad needed to bring about 
the required sincere promise of future 
amendment. 
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Invalidity of Plastic 
Scapular Medals 


Question: Your mention of invalid 
Scapular Medals in the July, 1953, is- 
sue of THe HoMILETIC AND PASTORAL 
Review (p. 942), proved very thought- 
provoking to me. I would like to ask 
if it is at all permissible to make Scapu- 
lar Medals out of plastic material? If 
so, as some do, do the medals carry the 
same promises and blessings? 

VIGILANS. 


Answer: So far as can be learned, 
there has been no change in the condi- 
tions of the original concession by 
Blessed Pius X, which permitted use 
of the Scapular Medal as a substitute 
for the Scapulars. The Decree of the 
Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office, 
by which this concession was made, de- 
clares in part that “it will be lawful 
henceforth to wear in place of the cloth 
Scapulars, whether one or several, a 
single medal of metal... .’”* The De- 
cree also says that the Scapular Medal 
may be worn suspended from the neck, 
or in some other fashion, provided that 
it be carried in a respectful manner 
upon one’s person. 

On the page of the Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis which follows the Decree just 
quoted, there is a Declaration by the 
Holy Office, the title of which states 
that it has to do with “the medal of 
metal (de metallico numismate) to be 
substituted for the Scapulars.” Father 
De Angelis, in the latest edition of his 
authoritative work on indulgences, de- 
clares that the material of which the 
Scapular Medal is made must be metal.4 
The author is Substitute for Indul- 
gences in the Sacred Penitentiary, and 
would be aware of any change in the 


* December 16, 1910; Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 
Vol. III, p. 23. 


* De Indulgentiis.. By Seraphinus de Angelis 
(Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1950), n. 324. 
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conditions set down for the Scapular 
Medal. Consequently, although plas- 
tic material is acceptable in some in- 
stances for rosaries and for other 
medals, the positive legislation of the 
Church specifies metal for use in mak- 
ing Scapular Medals. If plastic be 
used, the medals in question are invalid 
as far as Seapular blessings and indul- 
gences are concerned. 


May Husband Permit 


Sterlization? 


Question: One of my parishioners 
has told me that a doctor has advised 
his wife that she must have her tubes 
tied, because another pregnancy will 
mean her death. At my suggestion, a 
Catholic doctor was consulted about 
the woman’s condition and about pos- 
sible use of the so-called rhythm 
method. The second physician declared 
that in this case nothing could be 
worked out in that respect. The spe- 
cialist originally consulted says that 
tiere is no change in his previous judg- 
ment, and he insists that the operation 
is necessary. 

The man’s wife wants him to sign a 
paper giving permission for the opera- 
tion. If he will not sign, she threatens 
to separate from him and then to have 
the operation without his permission. 
Separation will leave the man with their 
children to care for, a task that will be 
extremely difficult for him by himself. 
I believe that this man, a devout 
Catholic, will follow whatever I tell 
him. Is it lawful for him in these 
circumstances to sign the required 
paper, giving permission for the opera- 
tion on his wife? 

PAROCHUS. 


Answer: There is no question about 
the unlawfulness of the proposed opera- 
tion, which would be gravely sinful, be- 
‘ause it would be direct sterilization of 
the woman. Such sterilization is for- 
bidden by the natural law, as was de- 
clared by the Sacred Congregation of 








QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





the Holy Office in 1940.5 Nevertheless, 
I believe that, as the case is explained 
in the present instance, the husband 
may sign the paper which the doctor 
requires. The reason for so believing 
is that a document of this kind does 
not so much constitute permission to 
perform an operation, as it does a 
waiver of any legal claim against the 
doctor or the hospital because of the 
results of the operation. It is wrong, 
of course, for the woman to permit this 
operation upon herself, and she is ob- 
jectively guilty of grave sin. Judgment 


of her subjective guilt must be left 
to the sacramental tribunal and to Al- 


mighty God. 

What has just been said does not 
mean that the husband’s signing the re- 
lease for the doctor is lawful, simply 
and without any qualification. His 
action is co-operation in an evil act, 
material, not formal, co-operation. It 
would be formal co-operation, if he 
were to approve the sinful act or to 
supply the means necessary for its per- 
formance. All that he is here doing 
is to promise, as the woman’s husband, 
that he will not hold the doctor legally 
responsible for the effects of the opera- 
tion and that he will not bring suit 
against the surgeon for performing it. 
Only in this sense is he giving permis- 
sion for the operation. 

The husband’s refusal to sign will 
not prevent the operation. His wife 
is determined to have it and she will 
sue for separation or for divorce in 
order to accomplish that purpose. The 
results of his refusal would be so grave 
that they constitute sufficient reason for 
the husband to co-operate materially 
by signing the permission and the 
waiver of right to institute legal action. 


° February 24, 1940; Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 
XXXII, p. 73; Canon Law Digest, Vol. II, 
p. 96. 
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However, because the operation it- 
self is immoral and in order to avoid 
possible scandal that might arise from 
his agreeing to the operation, the hus- 
band should state elearly that he is 
signing the paper only because his wife 
insists, not because he agrees that it is 
morally permissible to perform the op- 
eration. He need not deliver a lengthy 
speech voicing his opposition, but he 
should let his wife and the doctor know 
what he thinks and why he is signing 
the paper, and, too, he should inform 
relatives or friends who may introduce 
the subject. 


Hope of Conversion a 
Valid Canonical Cause 


Question: In the issue of last July,® 
in your article on rescripts, you stated 
that the cause for a matrimonial dis- 
pensation must exist in the Catholic 
party. In a disparity of cult case, 
would a dispensation be invalid if the 
only cause given in requesting the dis- 
pensation was “the well-founded hope 
of conversion of the non-Catholic 
party?” I understand that this is a 
valid cause for dispensation, and yet it 
exists in the non-Catholic party. 

SACERDOS. 


Answer: The point here raised by 
Sacerdos is an interesting one. The 
practice of the Church, of course, as- 
sures us that spes conversionis partis 
acatholicae bene fundata is a valid 
canonical cause for dispensation from 
the impediment of disparity of cult, 
and the article referred to did not deny 
that fact. The article stated, among 
other things: 

“The cause for the dispensation 
must be verified in the Catholic 
party. In a mixed marriage, there 


will frequently be present the danger 
of a civilly attempted marriage, if 








°*“The Priest and Rescripts, I.” THE 
HomILeTIC AND PastoraL Review, LIIT, No 
10, p. 902. 
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the dispensation is not granted to 
permit marriage in the Church. Here 
there is a cause that affects both 
parties. The same cannot be said of 
certain other causes, such as angustia 
loct or aetas feminae superadulta. 
If a cause such as this, which is per- 
sonal and individual, is alleged, one 
must be sure that it is not only true, 
but, also, that it affects the Catholic 
party. If the sole cause affected 
only the non-Catholic, the. dispensa- 
tion would be invalid and ineffective, 
unless it were for one of the minor 
impediments.” 


The canonical cause about which 
Sacerdos inquires, spes conversionis, is 
not personal and individual to the non- 
Catholic, nor does it affect only the 
non-Catholic. If he be later converted, 
the Catholic party to the marriage and 
their children will all benefit. More- 
over, the fostering and encouraging of 
conversions to the faith is the work of 
the Church. If there is well-founded 
prospect of obtaining this result in any 
particular case, the Church will grant 
favors that she does not give to those 
who show no sign of eventually enter- 
ing her fold. 


Priest Giving 
Baccalaureate Address 


Question: I have been asked to de- 
liver the baccalaureate address at the 
graduation exercises of the local public 
high school. On this occasion a non- 
Catholic minister will give a reading 
from Sacred Scripture, and another will 
give an invocation. I would like to 
know if I may lawfully give the ad- 
dress at these exercises, as I have been 
asked to do by the public school au- 
thorities. 

PASTOR. 


Answer: There are some general 
principles to be kept in mind when 
seeking to determine the lawfulness of 
an action such as that proposed in the 
above question. First, I would say 


that, if the graduation exercises are to 
be held in a Protestant church, although 
no true religious service be planned, a 
priest could not lawfully take part. 
The reason for this is not necessarily 
communicatio in sacris, but the danger 
of scandal from misunderstanding and 
from false reports of what really took 
place. Needless to say, if the gradua- 
tion exercises were such that they con- 
stituted all or part of a non-Catholic 
religious service, no priest could law- 
fully participate, regardless of the place 
in which they were held. 

On the other hand, an invocation by 
one minister and a reading from the 
Bible by another do not, of themselves, 
turn a commencement exercise into a 
non-Catholic service. Perhaps a per- 
tinent comparison can be found in the 
inauguration of President Eisenhower, 
at which His Excellency, the Most 
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Reverend Archbishop of Washington, 
publicly offered a prayer. A minister 
and a rabbi on the same occasion 
voiced a prayer or invocation. Yet, 
the ceremony was public and civie by 
nature, and no one could reasonably 
consider the participation of a Catholic 
prelate in this manner to be an “inter- 
faith” act of religious worship. 

I believe that the same situation can 
exist in a public high school graduation. 
It is a matter of fact whether or not 
the affair, as conducted, will amount to 
a non-Catholic religious service. Those 
on the local scene must judge the fact. 
However, the graduation need not be 
a religious service, and I do not think 
that the part to be taken by the two 
Protestant ministers, in the present 
case, per se destroys the civic character 
of the function, which we presume will 
not be held in a Protestant church. Be- 
cause it is a civic function and is recog- 


nized commonly as such, a priest may 
accept an invitation to deliver the 
principal address without any com- 
promise in conscience. 

Nevertheless, this is a matter which 
may well have consequences beyond 
the parochial boundaries or the city 
limits. It may be considered as a mat- 
ter of public order within the diocese. 
Consequently, the pastor should not 
undertake to accept an invitation of 
this kind without the approval of the 
local Ordinary. The latter may al- 
ready have manifested his mind in this 
respect, by allowing the acceptance of 
such invitations. It is more likely that 
diocesan statutes or practice will re- 
quire referral to the Ordinary of any 
and every such case, to seek permission, 
if it be deemed advisable to have the 
priest take part and to give a talk at 
the school commencement exercises. 
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Book Reviews 





Stretching the Family Income 


This book? has been long overdue. It 
has the honesty to face up to the fact 
that solvency and security are impor- 
tant to a marriage and that you cannot 
live on love or, let us face it, virtue 
alone, especially if you are parents in 
days of straitened economy. There are 
too many books on the market which 
leave the impression that one can live 
by bread alone; that, of course, is ma- 
terialism. There are, too, countless 
books on the Catholic market admirably 
aimed at leading the reader to the life 
of virtue. But why have we Catholics 
had to go to outside sources, as we 
have to this date, to find out how to 
bring up our families within a limited 
income? Why has there been no practi- 
cal book to show the compatible living 
of security and virtue? At any rate the 
book is here at last, and it is to the 
credit of the Thomas More Book club in 
Chicago that it selected Stretching the 
Family Income for its November choice. 
Information magazine, published by the 
Paulists in New York, featured the book 
in its lead article in the October issue. 

Why is the book unique? It was 
written by Robert and Heien Cissell* 
who are the Catholic parents of five 
children. Mr. Cissell teaches at Xavier 
University and his field is Family Eco- 
nomics and Mathematics. Helen Cissell 


Stretching the Family Income. By Robert 
and Helen Cissell (Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 
New York 7, N. Y.), 256 pages. $3.00. 

* Confer “Half the Job Is Not Enough,” by 
Robert and Helen Cissell, THe Homeric 
AND PastoraL Review, October, 1953. 


180 


is a former Instructor in Home and 
Family Economics, so that an authori- 
tative background is beautifully fused 
with the solid experience of rearing a 
family of seven on a teacher’s salary (a 
fairly accurate synonym for limited in- 
come). Both authors are known to 
readers of America, The Catholic Edu- 
cator, Cor, Marianist, and others, so 
that writing experience is brought to 
bear, as well. 

Why is this book reviewed in a maga- 
zine for clerics? I wondered that, too, 
when the editorial department of this 
magazine sent me the book for analysis. 
My own experience may be the answer. 
Whenever I and others of my family 
have difficulties pertaining to the life 
of the soul, we head directly to the 
priest and, with the grace of God, he is 
able to direct us magnificently. But I 
learned in my psychology classes in 
college that man is a composite of body 
and soul; if that lesson was not clear to 
me then, it was brutally obvious when I 
became a father several times over. 
And the last one in God’s earth to whom 
I would go for advice in the economic 
difficulties I faced, was the priest. About 
all he could do, no discredit to him, was 
to give me a long pitying look. That 
must be why this book is here reviewed, 
so that he may finally direct his flock 
to a source of advice which kept the 
Christian ideal in mind, as well as the 
social encyclicals, while it offered solu- 
tions to all the money problems which 
people face today. God knows how 
many marriages have gone on the rocks 
because of such problems; every priest 
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certainly knows that the inevitable 
problems are of no help to the marriage 
state. Every Catholic young couple 
should have this book as it embarks 
on the responsibilities of marriage. 

The book could have been dull; eco- 
nomies generally is; but this might be 
called autobiographical economics be- 
cause the authors take up all the issues 
and bring their own experiences into the 
picture. The book is human, humorous, 
and it offers the consolation that the 
principles will work because they have 
worked. Ab esse ad posse, as we used 
to say in logic. 

“The American standard of living is 
the envy of the rest of the world and 
of several million American families.” 
This is the opening sentence of the In- 
troduction. It is typical of the style in 
which the whole book is written. Over 
twenty-three chapters, in a Catholic 
way, the following chapter-headings are 
typical of the broad field covered by 
the Cissells: “Modern Merchandising 
Versus the Family”; “Unethical Ad- 
vertising and Sales Techniques”; 
“Swindling Is Big Business”; “Usury 
Becomes Respectable”; “Balancing the 
Kitchen Budget’; “Stretching the 
Clothing Dollar”; “Buying the Family 
Home”; “Family Recreation”; “Buy- 
ing Life Insurance”; “Social Security 
Benefits”; “The Productive Family”; 
“The High Cost of Living and Dying”; 
“Preparing Mr. and Mrs. Tomorrow”; 
“The Customer in the School Curricu- 
lum”; “The Co-operative”; “Adequate 
Income and Adequate Family”; ete. 

The book is most attractive in the 
format adopted and its jacket is pleas- 
antly unique. Not only has this long- 
overdue book arrived on the Catholic 
market, but it is so complete that it 
need never be revised in the principles 
it advocates. It would be nice to feel, 
too, that both high-school and college 
faculties will become acquainted with 


this book. Inevitably Stretching the 
Family Income will, I predict, become a 
text in our school system. One reason 
it will be a good text is that it was not 
written qua textbook. 

Bryan Horan 


A Catechism for Adults’ 


How many teachers have been con- 
fronted with problems from children 
who take their catechism to a home in 
which one or the other of the parents 
is a non-Catholic and not satisfied with 
the answers therein contained? In far 
too many instances over a period of far 
too many years, we have been content 
to give our older Catholics and our con- 
verts, groping for further knowledge, 
too sketchy a knowledge of the teach- 
ings and sublimest mysteries of the 
Church. There has been a need for a 
catechism for adults, an urgent need, 
and Father Cogan has met it mag- 
nificently. 

While there are many who decry the 
question-and-answer method, there re- 
mains the unique reason for using it in 
a catechism for adults. Older people 
and converts, who want so much to be 
better informed, for one reason or an- 
other (embarrassment, for example), 
find difficulty in phrasing the questions 
for which they want clear answers. This 
point needs no further amplification. 
The question-and-answer method asks 
the question in the precise way the 
learner wants it asked, and precisely 
answers that precise question in clear, 
simple, thorough fashion. 

A booklet of this kind belongs in all 
church book-racks, and, perhaps, some 
of our pastors have already made such 
arrangements. There will certainly be 


24 Catechism For Adults. By Rey. Wil- 
liam J. Cogan (D. Farrell Co., Chicago, 
Illinois), 125 pages, $.75 each. : 
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continual demand for this book and it 
will be most effectively advertised by 
word of mouth. It fulfills a need and it 
fulfills it in the best possible way. 
This reviewer feels compelled to call 
particular attention to the chapter on 
marriage. It is invaluable both for 
those who are contemplating marriage 
and for those who are already married. 
This section is, above all, as complete 
a treatment as the subject deserves. I 
feel, too, that the publisher of this 
catechism might well consider the value 
of a Catechism for Teachers of Religion. 


A. GILDEA 


History of the Old Testament 
This* is a companion volume to Dr. 
Heinisch’s Theology of the Old Testa- 


* History of the Old Testament. By Dr. 
Paul Heinisch; translated by William Heidt, 
OS.B.; illustrated by Frank Kacmarcik (The 
Liturgical Press, St. John’s Abbey, College- 
ville, Minn.) 





ment, published by the same press in 


1950. In German the two works belong 
to the celebrated Bonner Bibel, pub- 
lished by Peter Hanstein, Bonn, Ger- 


many. 

The present work of over 500 pages 
has 55 chapters and 25 important illus- 
trations. It covers, step by step, the 
entire history of the Old Testament, be- 
ginning with the primitive account of 
the creation of the world and man as 
summarily related in Genesis down to 
the coming of the Messiah. It is a 
satisfying treatise, especially since it 
embraces in brief form the latest and 
best knowledge available about the 
Chosen People—their origin, their di- 
vinely appointed mission, their unique 
religious experiences, their alternating 
temporal vicissitudes, their great spirit- 
ual leaders, their periods of faithfulness 
and disobedience, and finally the tragic 
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priests, religious, counselors who recognize that the faithful need help 
in keeping out of debt as well as out of sin 


. every Catholic who seeks security within the framework of Catholic 


principles 


. every Catholic parent who is harrassed by every kind of financial difficulty 


in an effort to lead a decent, Christian life 


. every Catholic young man and woman who contemplates entering upon 


marriage with its responsibilities, spiritual and material 


. every Cana and Christian Family Movement member and group, every 


parish family discussion club, every parish young peoples’ club 


.. all educators toward introducing a greatly needed course in Family 


WRITTEN BY 


Economics 


. the Catholic parents of five children 


. . professors of Family Economics at Xavier University, Ohio 
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. authors of articles in America, The Catholic Educator, Cor, Marianist, 


WRITTEN ABOUT... 


THE HoMILETIC AND PAsTorRAL REVIEW. 


not dry, slide-rule, theoretical formulas which might work 


. not money management solutions which take no account of the spiritual, 


BUT 


. . down-to-earth, tested solutions which did and do work 
. salutions which flow from hard-earned experience combined with pro- 


fessional backgrounds 


. principles which recognize that economic security, alone, is not the full- 


ness of Christian family living, but without such security Christian living 
is more than sorely tried. 
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ance system—foreknowledge curtails money miseries mies—optical illusions on the grocer’s shelf—unrea- 


—family bookkeeping. 


The psychologist behind the counter—stray nickels 


sonable school clothing standards—the lost art of 
mending... 


and impulse items—exploiting the children—beware Getting the right home loan—importance of the 
the boomerang—high pressure methods due for a down payment—planning will buy your home—only 
boom. fools rush in—who handles the credit?—purchasing 


Associations designed to 


food fit for humans—swindlers by the ounce—vic- 
timizing the helpless sick—modern witch doctors. 


th — the smaller items— 

expose the —pigs 

, elle Utilizing special family talents—State provisions 
for family recreation—table games with a construc- 
tive purpose—know the kind of life insurance you 


Paying interest on interest—choosing the right need—selecting method of receiving benefits. 
lender—the loan sharks—birth of the small loan 


company—money is money is money. 


Social Security is insurance, not charity—you must 
apply for benefits—medical reimbursement—collision 
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manner in which, as a nation and a 
people, they ended, rejecting their long- 
promised Messiah and Saviour. 

Toward the end of the volume we 
are given interesting chapters on civil 
and religious affairs among the Hebrews, 
the Jews of the Diaspora, Jewish liter- 
ary productions, and their religion. 

As sources for his work Dr. Heinisch 
has used, first of all, the Old Testament 
itself; secondly, non-Biblical Jewish 
literature, such as the writings of Flav- 
ius Josephus and Philo, Old Testament 
apocryphal works, and, as far as they 
are of any use, the Talmud and Mid- 
rash; thirdly, early ecclesiastical writers 
and Latin and Greek historians; 
fourthly, the valuable materials made 
available by excavations in Mesopo- 
tamia. 

At the end of this volume, pages 426 
to 433, there is a very interesting ex- 
planation of the illustrations given in 
the book and their anti-types. This will 
be especially attractive to liturgists. 


CHARLES J. CALLAN, O.P. 


On Saint Paul 

Father Daniel-Rops, the celebrated 
French sacred historian and literateur, 
has given us the sort of book one wishes 
he could read in the original, so engag- 
ing is the translation. Saint Paul: 
Apostle of Nations, ably translated by 
Jex Martin, described on the jacket as 
“a biblical editor in Chicago,” is a good 
and occasionally beautiful attempt at 
tracing the history of the great genius 
who has been characterized as “the first 
after the Unique.” Some of its descrip- 
tive passages are superb; its pace is 
almost, always fast-moving. 

Even so, this biography cannot quite 
qualify, it seems to me, as the “popular” 


*Saint Paul: Apostle of Nations. By 
Daniel-Rops; translated by Jex Martin (Fides 
Publishers Association, Chicago, 1953), $2.75 
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treatment of St. Paul that the blurb 
would have us believe, if by “popular” 
we understand suited to the capacity 
of the generality of readers. The clergy 
and religious will surely profit from it. 
But for the priest who is looking for a 
history of St. Paul better suited to the 
average Catholic, I would suggest he 
consider something like Fulton Oursler’s 
splendid The Greatest Faith Ever 
Known (Doubleday). One could wish 
that Daniel-Rops and Fulton Oursler 
could have collaborated on a biography 
of St. Paul. There, I submit, we would 
surely have had something to laud. 

Saint Paul: Apostle of Nations has 
what is for me a most unattractive 
jacket, and the text is marred by sev- 
eral typographical errors. I would also 
make mention of the phrase appearing 
on page 23 where Our Lord is spoken of 
as “rudely deriding” the Pharisees, an 
expression I think inaccurate and un- 
intentionally irreverent. The charac- 
terization on page 50 of St. Peter as 
having “considerable authority” could, 
I think, be stated somewhat more 
strongly. With fitting corrections and 
a rather more ‘inviting format, this 
latest work of Daniel-Rops deserves a 
wide and appreciative audience. 


CHARLES F. LANGLEY 


Rediscovering the Richness of 
the Liturgy 

In the pastoral directives included in 
his encyclical on the sacred liturgy 
(Mediator Dei) Pius XII exhorts his 
clergy to “promote a deeper knowledge 
among the people of the sacred liturg, 
so that they more readily and easily 
follow the sacred rites and take part in 
them With true Christian dispositions.” 
But, he continues, “the most pressing 
duty of Christians is to live the liturgi- 
cal life, and increase and cherish its 
supernatural spirit.” 
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Why do not our priests follow these 
directives? Fr. Pius Parsch, the 
founder of the European Liturgical 
Movement, believes that the means 
afforded the Sunday celebrant to in- 
struct the faithful in the wealth of the 
liturgy is the sermon. The aim of the 
sermon, he says, is ‘“‘to set in relief and 
unfold instructive and cultural value 
of scriptural readings.” The word 
“culture” he defines as the Christian 
life of grace. His book® is compiled as 
an aid to the clergy—but it was written 
for the laity. Sermons on the Liturgy 
for Sundays and Feast Days opens up 
for the laity a new way, a new under- 
standing of how to develop and grow in 
Christian culture, and offers to the 
priest the lesson plans, so to speak, for 
a concrete course in culture. To develop 
in his lethargic listeners an eagerness 
for the words of the liturgy, to help 
them discover new meanings in symbols 
and to help them relate the parts of 
the Mass in a glorious unity, would, 
indeed, be an accomplishment for the 
preacher. 

Fr. Parsch’s sermons begin with the 
first Sunday in Advent and proceed 
through the liturgical year in order. It 
seems to me there is an obvious parallel 
between the significance of the liturgi- 
cal season as explained in Mediator Dei 
and the relationship drawn by Father 
Parsch in his explanations of the 
Church’s program for a year of growth 
in Christ. As the writer admits in his 
introduction, “The question arises 
whether the Sundays of the liturgical 
vear are a unified system for the foster- 
ing of Christian culture. The answer 
is that this is not the case.... Yet 
apart from these considerations, the 
texts of every Sunday are centered on 
the Christian life of grace.” 


5 Sermons on the Liturgy. By the Rev. Pius 
Parsch, O.S.B. (Bruce Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee, 1953), 332 pp., $5.50. 
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By CHARLES A. FECHER—Besides being 
the first full-length study, in any language, 
of Maritain’s thought, Mr. Fecher’s book is 
an attempt to bring that thought within the 
range of the average reader. After a 
short biography, the author sets forth Mari- 
tain's contribution to every branch of philo- 
sophical inquiry, traces his influence on the 
revival of Thomism and points out the work 
that lies ahead for his followers. $5.00 


A Spiritual Reader 


Compiled by FRANCIS EDW. NUGENT— 
A book of religious inspiration for laymen 
and religious. The best authors from 
Robert Hugh Benson to Leo J. Trese are 
represented by chapters which, though they 
can be read at random, have a certain 
continuity of topic. $3.50 


Why I Entered the Convent 


Edited by REV. GEORGE L. KANE—Pre- 
pared by the author of Why | Became 
a Priest, these stories are straightforward 
accounts of women who have given up 
everything material to tollow Christ. The 
contributors represent women from every 
walk of life, engaged in every kind of 
religious work. Paper $1.00 Cloth $2.50 


Christ in Our Time 


By RAOUL PLUS, S.J.—In this presentation 
of Christ's message Father Plus shows how 
each of us can incorporate it into his own 
life and that of others. In short, it tells 
how to put Christ into our minds, into our 
hearts and into our lives. $2.50 


Holiness Is for Everyone 





By MARTIAL LEKEUX, O.F.M.—This is that 
rare book, spiritual reading for the ordi- 
nary everyday Catholic, the man who 
knows that saints can and must live any- 
where and anyplace. In twelve very 
readable chapters the author proves con- 
clusively that no one race, nation or occupa- 
tion has a monopoly on sanctity. $2.25 
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Father begins gently, connecting the 
lessons of the scriptures with the daily 
living of each of us, quietly unfolding 
to an apathetic people the Church's 
challenge for change. These sermons 
are not the efforts of a faddist to revo- 
lutionize Christianity; rather, they are 
a sincere effort to rediscover the rich- 
ness of mystery that has been in the 
liturgy from the beginning. 

The sermons gain in momentum until 
we arrive at a masterful climax of dis- 
covery and wonder at the unity of the 
words in the liturgy for Pentecost. 
Our souls are vessels, and the symbolic 
terms found through each part of the 
Mass relate to our souls and grace. 
“In the Introit we hear: ‘The Spirit of 
the Lord fills the entire earth’; in the 
Epistle: ‘They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit’; in the Alleluia verse: 
‘Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
Thy faithful’; in the Sequence: ‘Fill 
with Thy light the inmost hearts of 
those that hope in Thee’; in the Pref- 
ace: ‘On this day He poured forth the 
Holy Spirit on the children of adoption’; 
in the Communion verse: “They were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit.’ ” 

What a new curiosity, a new eager- 
ness can be aroused in a laity previously 
groping by themselves for understand- 
Perhaps one might 
feel that developing a series of sermons 
for an entire year on growing in the 
fullness of grace would go beyond the 


ing of the sacrifice. 


grasp of the congregation.. Truly, these 
writings are so rich and often so pro- 
found that an intensity in attention is 
essential to understanding them fully. 
The book is clearly devoid of the little 
anecdotes, the humorous or moral-toting 
tales upon which so many sermon series 
depend for keeping the listener en- 
Almost 
scriptural. No 


grossed. every analogy is 


sentence is wasted. 


There is so much to know. But the role 
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of the preacher enters here—to select 
and adapt this vast collection of mys- 
tery so that those who listen will 
sxagerly seek out the lessons to be offered 
in the liturgy toward better knowing 
how to walk in the light of grace. 


P. C. Coonry 


For Effective Writing 


The Art of Communicating Ideas® 
has three uses according to the book 
jacket. They are: 


“(1) For student and _ practicing 
writer it is a varied anthol- 
ogy of the more forceful well- 
ordered writing of today, with 
powerful echoes from the 
past. 





*The Art of Communicating Ideas. By 
William J. Grace and Joan Carroll Grace 
(Devin-Adair, 2nd edition, 1952), 487 pages, 
$5.00. 


“(2) It is a compact, carefully or- 
ganized textbook designed for 
either an intensive three-hour, 
one semester course in expo- 
sition and argumentation or 
for a two-hour, two semester 
course. 

“(3) It is a practical handbook for 
any person wishing to master 
the ability to formulate clear 
ideas and to express these 
ideas through the written 
word.” 

Only as a textbook does this book 
seem to measure up; so much so, in fact, 
that I doubt that any but classroom 
students will be able to use this work. 
The Professors Grace approach the 
problem of writing precisély from the 
classroom. Both in format and writing 
style the book is most academic. 

As an anthology, it is doubtful that 
anyone interested in reading selected 
writings of this kind would be interested 
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enough to wade through the critiques 
and analysis which follow or precede. 

Any new book on communicating 
ideas through the written word must 
naturally be compared with the works 
of Dr. Rudolph Flesch, author of the 
Art of Plain Talk. The authors, in 
their introduction, state that “A num- 
ber of books on the market practically 
make it an indictable offense to use a 
vocabulary beyond a mental age of 
eight.” This comment seems to me a 
criticism of Flesch and the formula he 
has developed. Dr. Flesch is a disciple 
of plain talk—no matter how abstract 
the idea. (This is not to suggest that 
Flesch is the last word on the subject.) 
The authors state, again in their intro- 
duction, that “Obviously there are 
many ideas and concepts that cannot 
be explained in such limited vocabu- 
lary.” However, in a recent article, 
“What Did You Say?” in “The Catholic 
World,” James F. Griffin analyzed the 
writings of several authors to determine 


their readability rating according to 
the Flesch formula. Father James 
Gillis, C.S.P., appeared high on the list 
of readability. Father Gillis’s writing 
can hardly be considered as treating of 
light or simple subjects; yet he does 
write in plain talk. This, in fact, is 
one of the great weaknesses of the pres- 
ent book. The authors, themselves, 
become involved; they fail to communi- 
cate their ideas simply. Instead they 
create a “technical” writers’ vocabulary 
of their own: Typical definitions: 
Jargon— 
Jargon is a vagueness caused by in- 
dolence and pomposity. It is. the 
method of communication from one 
half-thinking person to another half- 
thinking person. Jargon is frequently 
employed with the intention, not of 
transferring meaning, but of leaving 
with an audience an impression of 
the speakers own importance. 
The Purple Patch— 
The Purple Patch is a hindrance to 
effective communication of ideas, be- 
cause it overweighs the prose dis- 
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By Philip E. Dion, C.M. 
Here is a book which is not beautifully or dreamily theoretical — 


A particularly appealing feature of this book is the detailed directions (The Keys) 
which are given for acquiring the virtues and goals set forth as constituting the es- 
sence of the Christian life in action! 


Eminently Sensible and Practical! 


Father Dion writes in a popular, readable, unprofound style which makes ‘‘Keys to 
the Third Floor’’ ideally suited for common reading in Religious Communities. . . ! 


Price $3.25. Price To All Priests 
and Religious—$2.60 net 
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course with poetical or lyrical ele- 
ments that do not serve the final 
purpose of the piece of writing. 


“Gobbledygook” better describes 
both the definitions and this kind of 
writing. 

One of the fine contributions the 
authors make to better writing is the 
appeal to logic. They do, in fact, take 
the principles of logic and apply them 
directly to writing. Theirs is a wise 
attempt to combat the abuses of adver- 
tising and much of the literature to 
which the public is exposed, literature 
which is designed primarily to excite 
emotions rather than the reasoning 
processes. 

Primarily and essentially The Art of 
Communicating Ideas is a text to be 
used in class under guidance from a 
teacher. As a book for the professional 
writer (apart from its treatment of the 
principles of logic) or for someone who 
simply wants to gain a little more in- 
sight into the field of communication 
(where there is greater need than ever 
before for clear understanding), it 
leaves much to be desired. Anyone 
who has read Rudolph Flesch’s ap- 
proach to the same subject and then 
reads the wealth of material in The Art 
of Communicating Ideas, cannot but 
regret that the authors of this recent 
work did not apply many of the prin- 
ciples of Dr. Flesch. If they had, they 
would have a book of much broader 
application and a work which would 
make a greater contribution to the field 
of writing. 


Tuomas A. CLEMENTE 


Toward Understanding 
the Sacraments 


Many of us will have seen the Fides 
Albums, those rotogravure booklets on 
the liturgy which the Fides Publishers 


Association of Chicago has been 
marketing since 1951, and will have 
been favorably impressed by them. 
Evidently heartened by the reception 
accorded the Albums, Fides has now 
brought together into a single book the 
major essays which, with the photo- 
graphs, comprised them.* 

These essays, says the jacket, were 
originally edited “under the direction 
of Father Francois Louvel, O.P.” and 
then “put into English and adapted to 
the American scene under the direction 
of Father Louis J. Putz, C.S.C.” One 
wonders precisely what “under the di- 
rection of” means. Are the essays a 
collective effort? If so, to whom may 
we credit them? Perhaps that would 
explain their want of appeal. For “the 


7 Signs of Life. By Francois Louvel, O.P., 
and Louis J. Putz, C. S. C. (Fides Publishers 
Assn., Chicago, 1953), $2.75. 
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these illustrations will light up the 
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rated by the Dominican Fathers of the 
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translations, many appearing in English 
for the first time. Translations of mod- 
ern works and books by American au- 
thors will also be included in the series. 
Altogether, the series will constitute an 
authoritative library of genuine spiritual 
significance to the English speaking 
public. 


FIRST IN THE SERIES 








Fruits of Contemplation. 


written by Victorino Osende, O.P., masterfully 
explains the nature of Christian perfection i 

the meaning of devotion and prayer, the role of 
the apostolate, devotion to Mary, the imitation 
of Christ and many other inspiring truths. The 
author, long recognized in his native Spain as an 
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in Peru as a missioner; and since then has devoted 
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it presents the profound truths of the spiritual life 
in such a manner that they can be understood 
by all. 352 pages, $4.75 
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popular, easy to read style” the jacket 
blurb claims for Signs of Life seems to 
me to be a non-entity. 

The blurb also announces that “Fides 
hopes SIGNS OF LIFE will help... 
millions of practicing Catholics under- 
stand the better.” I am 
very much afraid that that hope is 
rather too ambitious. 

One thing this book did serve to do 
was to deepen my conviction that the 
Chureh in America has as one of her 
most pressing needs the development of 
an instructional literature that will 
really reach the multitude. One of the 
principles that I feel ought to guide the 
making of that literature is this: we 
have gotten to the point here in our 
pagan where the—to us—most 
basie religious terminology is improp- 
erly understood, or not understood at 
all, by the great masses of our people. 
So we have to write simply, attractively, 
and have to explain and explain 
and explain some more. 
talk to people in an idiom intelligible 
to them, and appealing to them. And 
that, I am sorry to say, is just what 
Signs of Life does not do. 

However, I am pleased to conclude 
that priests may find some value in the 
book as a source of sermon and instruc- 
tion ideas. 
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Handle Sacred Vessels and Repair Them 
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BOSTON 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 95 Summer Street 
Patrick J. Gill & Sons, Inc., 387 Washington Street 





CHICAGO 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 223-225 West Washington Street 
Lawrence N. Daleiden Co., 218 W. Madison St. 
D. B. Hansen & Sons, 23 North Franklin Street 





CINCINNATI 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 





CLEVELAND 
John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 





GUTTENBERG, N. J. 
Summit Studios, 112-114 71st St. 





NEW YORK CITY 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 6-8 Barclay Street 
Black, Starr & Gorham, Inc., Fifth Ave. at 48th St. 
Engel & Sharkey, 334 Park Ave. 
The Edward O’Toole Company, Inc., 65 Barclay Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, 14 Barclay Street 
Rambusch Decorating Company, 40 West 13th Street 





OMAHA 
Koley Plating Co., 2951-53-55 Harney Street 





PHILADELPHIA 
Keystone Silver Co., 804-805 Sansom St. 





ST. LOUIS 
B. Herder Book Company, 15 and 17 South Broadway 





ST. PAUL 
The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 





SAN FRANCISCO 


Benziger Brothers Inc., 758 Mission Street 





WHEELING, W. VA. 
Harry D. Corcoran Co., 212714-2129 Market St. 
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Each Vigil Light 
burns with a 
clear, steady 
flame. 





Light slips into glass easily and stands 
firmly upright on four metal legs. 





Wick remains 
centered until 
last bit of wax 
is consumed. 










4-point suspension allows candle to 
feed wick until last drop of wax is uséd, 
then tin is easily removed from glass 
by merely pressing on center of tin. 


Burns to the last drop... Centered 





wick insures clear, steady flame 


First to introduce the Votive Light, giving 
it the exclusive and protected name of Vigil 
Light . . . Will & Baumer now is first to offer 
a patented, 4-point-suspension base that 
keeps the light burning to the last drop of war. 


EASIER TO CLEAN... JUST PRESS CENTER OF TIN 
Gone is the messy scraping and cleaning. . . 
the waste of time . . . the need for a large 
investment in glasses. With this new 4-point- 
suspension light, you just press on center of 
tin to remove from glass and drop in a new 
Vigil Light. 

More—the wick is anchored firmly to the 
base . . . will not pull out . . , will not tip over. 
Insures a perfect light. 

UNIFORM IN QUALITY, COLOR 
AND BURNING PROPERTIES 
Every Will & Baumer Vigil Light matches 
other Vigil Lights in quality, color and burn- 
ing. Vigil Lights do not soften or deform in 
temperatures up to 100° F. 

Be sure to get full value for your votive light 
dollars, buy only the genuine Will & Baumer 
Vigil Light. 






Only the genuine Vigil 
Light carries this name 
on the bottom of the tin. 
Easily distinguished from 
cheap imitations. 






















